
 

A Thought for the Day in JOHN 15: Vine and Branches 
     One of the great passages in the New Testament is found in the fif-
teenth chapter of John’s gospel as Jesus uses another one of those great 
“I Am” phrases, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinegrow-
er.”  (John 15:1)  
     We know who the Son is, and who the Father is — but we also know 
who we are in this metaphor. We are the branches that are connected to 
the vine, which is the life-source for each branch. Look at three verses 
with me, as they describe our place of privilege with the Son of God. 

Jesus is speaking: 2 “(My Father) 
cuts off every branch of Mine that 
doesn’t produce fruit, and He 
prunes the branches that do bear 
fruit so they will produce even 
more. 3 You have already been 
pruned and purified by the mes-
sage I have given you. 4 Remain in 
Me, and I will remain in you. For a 
branch cannot produce fruit if it is 

severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain 
in Me.”  — John 15:2–4 
     You noticed that some branches are cut off because they are useless, 
but the others are pruned for even further use. And then Jesus tells His 
followers, in verse 3, “You have already been pruned...”  
     But how have they been pruned? “You have already been 
pruned ...by the message I have given you.” He’s talking about His 
teachings, the lessons they have absorbed in the brief years they’ve spent 
with Him.  
     As I think about the message the Disciples recorded for us, what is it 
about His message that served as a “pruning” instrument in our lives? 
How are we “pruned?” 
     The very next verse, vs. 4, leads into the answer. “Remain in Me, and 
I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed 
from the vine...”                                                          --continued on page 3 
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     It has been a great privilege for 
me to serve in one of the highest 
forms of calling, to serve God’s 
Church knowing that within His 
Church we were among the commu-
nity’s finest people! Through His 
Church, we have made friendships 
and memories that last a life-time. 
The ministry has been very good to 
us! 
     In just two months I’ll be starting 
a new chapter in life with retirement. 
Several have asked what are our 
plans; knowing that old ministers 
don’t go out to pasture — they go out 
to pastor! Well, I’m hoping that I’ll 
be able to retire first before deciding 
on the next big thing. I’ve given so 
much of myself to the Church, the 
communities and the people in the 
Church we have loved through the 
years, I’m looking forward to spend-
ing more time with Kim and our fam-
ily. Like a lot of people we’d like to 
travel and see some of the sights! 
     It’s important to know that within 
the United Methodist covenant 
among ministers, I will not be able to 
perform weddings or funerals for our 
Church friends and members. First of 

all, because a new minister will be 
appointed in place as your pastor. 
Secondly, within our ministerial 
“code of conduct,” (if you will), as 
we pass the baton of serving God and 
His community to the new appointee, 
it will be important that our next min-
ister form the relationships with fami-
lies and individuals at Steele Memo-
rial United Methodist Church. But 
know that my prayers will be with 
you.   
     Rev. Greg Markins will love you 
as you have been loved through the 
years by many of the finest ministers 
who have served in the West Virginia 
United Methodist Conference. You 
will grow to appreciate and love him 
too, in quick fashion.  
     In case anyone questions the fol-
lowing actions, I have asked that my 
messages / sermons and worship be 
removed from the Church web-site at 
the end of June in order to give the 
Church a clean and clear palette as 
we move ahead with Rev. Greg 
Markins as our pastor and spiritual 
leader.  —  

Pastor Kevin Lantz 

     NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER is Thursday, May 5.  This is a day for 

all people to turn to God in prayer.  STEELE MEMORIAL PRAYER 

WARRIORS are supporting this day by hosting a prayer service at the gaze-

bo, located in the Nancy Cartmill Gardens on Main Street, Barboursville.  

The service will begin at 1:00 p.m.. Plan to come and bring a friend.  Be a 

part of affirming the importance of prayer in our lives! (In case of rain, ser-

vice will be held at Steele Memorial Church in the sanctuary), 

SAVE THE DATE for 

Sunday, June 26, as we are plan-
ning a retirement dinner for Pastor 
Kevin and Kim after church.  De-
tails coming soon!  

 

 

Who Else is RETIRING?  
      One of our former ministers, 
Rev. John Mason is finally retir-
ing! John had actually retired 
several years ago, but he gave 
himself to serve again where he 
was needed following retire-
ment. Those who may want to 
write to congratulate or thank 
John and Maycle for their ser-
vice can mail cards to 23 Market 
St.; Hurricane, WV 25526. 

NEW MEMBERSHIP 
     Membership Sunday, for 
those who may be interested, 
is May 15. If there are any of 
our friends who are interested 
in baptism or membership at 
this time, please contact Pas-
tor Kevin. You can reach him 
on his cell phone at 304 638-
4840 or call the Church of-
fice, 304 736-4583. 
 
 



 

 
Dear Church Family, 
     I would like to share what it means to me to be 90 
years old. I am thankful to God for the years He has 
given me, for His love, care and help during this time 
of life’s journey. The scripture says “I was a stranger 
and you took me in”, that is what I was when I came 
to Steele Memorial United Methodist Church. God 
gave me the privilege of serving Him and you for 20 + 
years and for that I am very thankful. I have thanked 
Him for those who have prayed for me, lifted me up in 
my spiritual life and helped me along the way. Their 
love and kindness have been a blessing to me. Please 
know that your expressions of love that were extended 
to me for my 90th birthday were overwhelming and 
much appreciated. I will always be thankful for the 

gift of my Steele Memorial Church family. You are remembered with much love and 
will be in my thoughts and prayers.              
           --  Reverend Ralph Sager, Pastor Emeritus 

  --continued from page 1    

     For those who remain in Christ, 
there is a sharp and absolute parting 
from the ways of the world or the 
ways of the “flesh,” as the Bible uses 
the words. To be in Christ is to sepa-
rate ourselves from the values and 
characteristics of a world that is in 
opposition or rebellion against God. 
And so the pruning to which Jesus 
speaks is the cutting off or the cut-
ting out of our lives – the self-
centered human 
nature which 
can dominate 
all of our 
thoughts and 
actions!  
     To make it 
plain, the values 
of God’s King-
dom-people is 
opposite from 
the values of the old flesh, the old 
way of man. And so Jesus is implor-
ing us to “remain in Me, and I will 
remain in you!”  
     Later, at verse 18-19, we read 
how Jesus extends the lesson for us: 
18 “If the world hates you, remem-
ber that it hated Me first. 19 The 
world would love you as one of its 
own if you belonged to it, but you 
are no longer part of the world. I 

chose you to come out of the 
world, so it hates you.”   — John 
15:18–19 
     Let us remember that we have 
had the old sinful nature pruned 
from us, but the danger is that we 
will somehow allow ourselves to 
sink back into the poisons of the 
world if we fail to “remain in” or 
“abide in” Him!  
     Take up the way of Christ in His 

Church and give 
yourselves to 
the opportuni-
ties the Church 
offers to re-
maining in Him 
and growing in 
your under-
standing. Most 
obviously, this 
can begin in 
worship! And 

read for yourselves the inspired writ-
ings of the New Testament, the 
words of life and words of hope! Let 
your praise and prayers join with all 
the believers as we continue in this 
adventure with the King of Creation 
and the King of our Lives!  
 Godspeed!    

           Pastor Kevin 

PRAYER FOR CANCER  
     Cancer is well represented on our 
prayer list, as we remember many who 
have fallen under the awful curse of 
that dreaded disease.  
     Those who are enduring cancer 
treatment are much more aware of the 
battle stories from hundreds around 
them; stories of successes and stories 
of failure; stories of cancer in remis-
sion and stories of cancer spreading; 
stories of healing and stories of fatali-
ty. The journey through cancer is like 
walking through a mine-field every 
day, wondering why we should even 
go forward and not retreat, surrender, 
and give up. 
     For others, it is the wounds of grief 
that are still very real, having lost a 
precious husband or wife, a mother of 
father. The loss of health; the loss of 
happiness; the loss of work; the loss of 
direction or purpose brings us to inter-
cede today:  
     Prayer  Our heavenly Father, do 
You know how frail our faith is 
through these torturous days of anxie-
ty? Do you know the conditions that 
plague us with doubts? We want to be 
stronger, Father! We want to be people 
with a heroic faith; to be a witness to 
those with whom we live and worship 
– but we can be so tired. If we are hon-
est, we have to confess our weakness, 
confessing that we wanted to be 
stronger, yet we feel like we’ve failed 
You. And the burden of failing in our 
faith only amplifies our despair.  
     Show us a way to believe again; to 
trust You again.  
     Grant us grace sufficient to sustain 
us in our weakness.  
     If nothing else Lord, let Your power 
be made perfect in our weakness, for 
that may be the only offering we have 
to bring You — our weakness and des-
pair, our hopelessness and our fear, 
trusting You to shape Your faith in our 
lives. We wait on You, trusting in 
Your love, as we pray through the 
name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior 
and Healer. Amen 



 

FUND THE PARLOR  
     The Church is currently undergoing a remodel project in 
the former parlor area. This project is part of a larger work as 

we replace carpet and flooring, and 
update our pew cushions. Re-
purposing the Parlor Area creates a 
gathering place before and after 
worship, a kind of hospitality cen-
ter, as well as space for informal 
gatherings anytime throughout the 
week.  
     Much of the expense for the cur-
rent work around the Church is 
covered because of generous dona-
tions: Re-purposing the Parlor; 
New Flooring in the Sanctuary, nar-
thex and hall ways; as well as Con-

struction costs. But we are asking for donations toward 1) 
Furnishings for the hospitality area, 2) New Windows in the 
hospitality center as well as in the rooms above, on the top 
floor, and 3) new Pew Cushions that will cover the seat and 
seat-backs of our pews.  
     Total costs toward these three parts of the project is esti-
mated around $18,500. Because we don't have a fixed price 
on the replacement windows, this figure is the estimate not 
already covered: $18,500.  
     We're inviting you to consider a pledge or a one-time gift 
toward the work. This project had a lot of support from many 
in the Church and we want to give you a chance to help see it 
through to the end! And know that your contribution is deeply 
appreciated!  
     What are we asking? Giving for this project should be 
above and beyond your regular gift to the Church.  
     1.  Consider making a monthly pledge through the end of 

the year or the end of the project, July this year.  
     2.  Use a pew envelope or one of our special envelopes as a 

way to communicate a pledge or a monthly gift, and turn 
in the envelope in the offering plate. 

     3.  Use an offering envelope (notation: Parlor Project) 
sometime over the next two months for a one-time gift!  

 
NAME THE PARLOR  
     Name the Hospitality Center! As a Contest we have until 
May 10 to collect names, and we don't have many that have 
been submitted. Submit suggestions by texting Pastor Kevin's 
phone: 304 638-4840. Please include your name with any 
name you submit!  

 
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP DINNER   
     Members and friends are encouraged to join us at Church 
for an evening fellowship meal on Sunday, May 15, 6 p.m.  
Sponsored by the BCCL (Building Church and Community 

Life), the setting gives people an oppor-
tunity to strengthen friendships within the 
family of faith at Steele Memorial 
Church.  
     Meat, drinks, and bread will be provid-
ed as you are encouraged to bring a dish 
(or two!) to share on the buffet line!  

 

SYDNEY ADKINS, who  has been our nursery 

worker for the Sunday morning worship service for more than 
five years, is leaving. Sydney is a junior 
anthropology student and Yeager Scholar at 
Marshall University.  She will be spending 
the summer in Europe as a benefit of the 
Yeager Scholarship, studying history and 
politics at Oxford University.   
     Sydney is the daughter of Adam and 
Amy Lawson, sister of Sawyer Adkins, and 

granddaughter of Larry and Julia Dickens.  

A Mother’s Prayer 
     Dear Lord, thank you for the blessings of my 

children. Help me rely on your for guidance, pa-

tience and even-temperedness throughout my days. 

     I want my children to love you, worship you 

and serve you best they can. Grant me the wisdom 

to know how to influence them to live godly lives. 

Prevent me from provoking my children to anger 

and from manipulating or nagging them. 

     Fill our household with 

abiding love and respect, and 

help us all be united in purpose 

to do your will. In the  name of 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

Remember to Remember 
     One Memorial Day, some children were asked what the 
holiday meant to them.  
     “That’s the day the swimming pool opens!” answered one 
little boy. What he didn’t real-
ize or appreciate was that he 
can freely go to the pool be-
cause more than one million 
people have put their lives on 
the line to preserve America’s 
democracy. Many of them 
have died so citizens of other 
countries might also enjoy the 
privileges of political, social 
and economic freedom. 
     Memorial Day is our opportunity to pause and remember 
the sacrifices of many of America’s best citizens. They made 
the supreme sacrifice on our behalf, so please remember to 
honor these heroes on May 30th. 



 
     The youth group had a successful lock 
in on April 1. It was an awesome night of 
fellowship, games, and lots of food! I want 
to thank all the volunteers who helped 
make this a success. They are still talking 
about it and have even asked if we could do 
it once a month! Meanwhile, the youth di-
rector is STILL trying to recover from lack 
of sleep, LOL! 
     We were also blessed with the oppor-
tunity to hear our youth lead the service on 
April3. What a positive and influential ser-

vice it was. We were able to see how God 
is shaping the lives of our young people 
and leading them in discipleship! We will 
be looking forward to the next opportunity 
to lead our congregation in worship in the 
coming months! 
     The youth also put together some Easter 
baskets for the children of the church and 
were able to pass those out during Palm 
Sunday.  The left over baskets were deliv-
ered to our members at The Village of 
Riverview.  

Youth News! 

All Stars 4 Jesus 
will close their season with a dinner 
and program on Wednesday, May 11. 
Families are invited to attend a dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Old Fellowship Hall  
followed by a musical performance at 
6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
     Mark your calendars for Opening 
Night Wednesday, September 7th. 

Summer Camps       
     It's time to celebrate! Spring Heights Camp and 
Retreat Center near Spencer, WV will have onsite 
camp this 2022 summer season. Campers may 
choose a specialized camp like “Hold Your Hors-
es” or “A Spring Heights Mystery,” or choose to 
come to Classic Camp. There are even shorter op-
tions like Beginners Camp or Mini Classic for kids 
who want an introduction to camp life.  
     Camp registration is live and waiting for you to 
register your camper. Follow this link to register  
https://wvumc-reg.brtapp.com/2022springheightscamp . 
If you have any questions, please contact the Spring Heights office at 304-927-5865 
or email them at info@springheights.org. Can’t wait to see you all this summer! 

News From The Hive 
     We can't believe another year has come to an end already! Our Bees have 
had a fun year full of many blessings. This month we will have riding toy 
days, when students bring non-motorized riding toys to school and we ride 

them on a blocked off area of the parking lot. Our older Bees have Olym-
pic Games Day, when we compete against each other playing fun 

games in our gym. May will also include Movie Theater Day, 
when we bring sleeping bags or blankets and watch a 
movie at our school. We will also take our students to 

visit the new Barboursville Public Library this month!  
     Our End Of Year Programs are on May 12 and 13. Our 

last day of school is May 27. We will celebrate with Carni-
val Games on the parking lot. Thank you to everyone in our 

church family who supported us, loved us, partnered with us, 
donated to us, and most importantly prayed for us. We are truly 

blessed! See you in August!  

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Dates Announced  
     The Steele Memorial Church Vacation Bible School is aiming at the week of July 25 for its 
annual program! This week represents a brief time between the children’s baseball and football 
seasons, hoping to get the most attendance and help from the community. Please mark this 
week on your calendar!  

“My mother had 
a great deal of 
trouble with me, 
but I think she 
enjoyed it.”            
    --Mark Twain 

https://wvumc-reg.brtapp.com/2022springheightscamp%20.


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 
National Day 

Of Prayer 

6 7 

8 
Mother’s Day 

9 10 11 
All Stars 4 Jesus 
Dinner/Program 

12 13 14 

15 
Covered Dish  

Dinner 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
Graduate Sunday 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 
Singles Picnic 

31     

May 2022 

SUNDAY 
9:45 a.m.  

Sunday School 
10:45 a,m. 

Morning Worship 
5:30 p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
(1st & 3rd Sunday) 

MONDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 
6:30 p.m. 

Cubs 
6:30 p.m. 

Scouts 
 

WEDNESDAY 
5:30 p.m. 

All Stars 4 Jesus 
6:00 p.m. 

S.WA.G. Youth 
7:00 p.m. 

Choir Practice 
 

FRIDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

BIRTHDAYS 
May 2 

Carl Eden 
May 6 

Brandon McClung 
Jana Whitt 

May 10 
Ethan Ball 

May 12  
Jon Fannin 
Janet Sebert 

May14 
Dori Staton 
Evan Jarvis 

May 15 
Maddie Nease 

May 17 
Owen Smith 

Audrey Pickett 
May 19 

Clayton Holbrook 
Terry Triplett 

May 19 
Sharon Hockenberry 

May 20 
Julia Dickens 

Elizabeth Williams 
Nathan Kinker 

May 23 
Marlene Black 
Mary Howard 

 

May 24 
Pat Cornwell 

May 26 
Oliver Mast 

May 27 
Georgann Holbrook 

May 28 
Richard Fillmore 

May 29 
Sandy Boggess 

May 31 
Ella Fetty 

Karen Canfield 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
May 13 

Robert & Kay Ratcliff 
May 19 

Steve & Janet Sebert 
May 21 

Terry & Robin Triplett 
May 23 

Kevin & Kim Lantz 
May 24 

Greg & Kara Slone 
May 28 

Jim & Teresa Pickett 
 
 

MAY 
Celebrations! 
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