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BLOOD DRIVE  
     Steele Memorial U.M. 
Church is sponsoring a blood 
drive on Thursday, May 20, 
1:30 – 6:00 p.m. Please con-
sider scheduling time to do-
nate blood! Appointments 
are necessary. Call 1-800-
RED CROSS or schedule 
online. Free cookies in-
volved!   
     Power Red: A Power Red 
donation collects the red cells 
but returns most of the plas-
ma and platelets to the donor. 
These donors must meet spe-
cific eligibility requirements 
and have type A Neg, B Neg, 
or O blood. 
     Blood: The most common 
type of donation, during 
which approximately a pint 
of 'whole blood' is given. 
This type of blood donation 
usually takes about an hour. 
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

    Let’s all join together with people across the country in the National 
Day of Prayer on Thursday, May 6. There are several ways you can 
take advantage of the Day of Prayer.  
     The Church will be open for 
your private time to pray in the 
Church sanctuary at three differ-
ent times: between 6:30 – 8:30 
a.m., 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 – 
7:30 p.m.  
     We will close the National 
Day of Prayer with a simple 
Prayer Gathering in the Church sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. Stop by on 
your way to work and pray for those with whom you will meet and 
work that day! A prayer guide will be available for those who attend. 

What’s INSIDE 

FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

    For years, my Mom collected a 
bunch of clippings and pictures 
along with odds and ends that end-
ed up on the front of her refrigera-
tor. It seems to be the thing we do, 
creating the “Kitchen Collage” as 
an art project!  
     Do you have that in your home?  

     I decided that if it was im-
portant enough for Mom to put it 
on the refrigerator, I should prob-
ably pay attention to what these 
clippings said. And so I did! 
When she was in the later years of 
her life I decided to take pictures 
of all the neat quotes, prayers, 

Continued on page 2 

2021 Graduates 

     On Sunday, May 23, the Steele Memorial Church 
Congregation will recognize our newest High School 
and College Graduates! Please make the effort to at-
tend our 10:45 a.m. worship and take part in this cel-
ebration!  
     If there are any families who have not submitted 
information for a graduate in your family, please con-
tact Lisa in our Church office as soon as possible, 
304 736-4583.  

• Prayer Warrior Ministry 
• SOS Youth News 
• United Methodist News 
• Calendar & Celebrations 
• Celebrations of Missions 
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OUR NEW  
PRAYER MINISTRY 

     Prayer Warriors needed! A 
movement whose time has 
come is rising around us! Lead-
ers in the Church are interested 
in creating a Prayer Warriors 
ministry at Steele Memorial.  
There will be a planning and 
organizational meeting at 
church on Sunday evening, 
May 16th, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Pennington Class Room 
(located on the top floor, oppo-
site the Singles and More 
Classroom).  If this is a minis-
try to which you feel called but 
cannot attend the meeting, 
please contact Rosie Wooddell 
(304-521-3912) or Claren Per-
kins (304-710-0277). This is a 
ministry that anyone can join – 
any age, gender, physical mo-
bility, shut-in, stay-at-home 
Mom, etc.  All that is needed is 
a compassion for others and a 
desire to make needs known to 
God. 

 Continued from page 1 
comics, and sage wisdom she collected there – because it occurred to me that 
these clippings revealed what was valuable to her! It was what touched her 
emotionally!  
     Prayers from the church worship program. Irish sayings. Something that 
made her chuckle. Comic strips, usually Peanuts, with Charlie Brown and 
the gang! She loved them!  
     I discovered too, that she wasn’t real fond of cooking. That came from the 
collection that included the following:  
 
•“Many people have eaten my cooking and gone on to lead normal lives.”  
•“I only have a kitchen because it came with the house.” 
•“I kiss better than I cook.”  
  
     It’s important that you 
understand your Mother’s 
values, and learn to appre-
ciate the things that ...well, 
she appreciated! The one 
clipping I found most im-
portant was small and yel-
lowed with age, and I 
pointed it out to my brother 
so he would know as well. 
Who knows how long it was up there before we finally discovered one of the 
things that made her heart jump!    
     #917 “No matter how old you get, hug and kiss your mother whenever                        

you greet her.” —  Life’s Little Instruction Book  
     How many of you mothers are nodding – you know what that means! 
That sentiment is precious to you, too. Right?  
     Readers: Please pay attention to the subtle and not so subtle hints left ly-
ing around by your mothers! Treat them to the thing that thrills them! You 
can’t go wrong with that! I’ll leave you with this prayer for the Church that 
was among the collection. . .  
     Oh God, in whose image we know our faith,  
          we seek Your presence. 
     Bless our church.  
     Guide us as we make decisions 
          as to how we can together use 
          our time, our talents, and our gifts. 
     We pray for wisdom and insight. Amen  

THANKS TO BECKY DAMRON! 

     Becky Damron is resigning from her position as 
Youth Minister after several years of faithfully serv-
ing the Lord here! We are so grateful for Becky’s 
compassion and care for this important ministry and 
look forward to her continuing to engage in other 
places among our Church family that will benefit 
from her enthusiasm and energy! God bless you, 
Becky!  

The MESSENGER 
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    As life is somewhat getting back to “normal,” I want to send a shout-
out to our YOUTH for hanging in there as we met weekly for the past 
year by way of Zoom.  Special thanks to my daughter, Sarah, for being 
our “Tech Queen!”  She tackled all the technical difficulties so that we 
could stay connected.  The youth collected supplies/toys for Ebenezer 
Community Outreach Center as their April mission project.  This is 
such a great way to share God’s love with our little friends!! When I 
volunteered to lead the youth at Steele for a few weeks while a youth 
director was hired, I had no idea it 
would turn into a two year journey! 
However, God had other plans for 
me, and I am so glad he did!! I have 
truly enjoyed every single minute. I 
was blessed with the most supportive 
team of faithful volunteers and the 
love of my amazing church family! 
My hope for today’s youth is to be like David, the shepherd boy, and 
always know where their hope is found.  Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.”  Choose to follow our Shepherd~~~the 
Lord. He will never lead us carelessly. He will always lead us inten-
tionally. Our Lord’s timing is perfect, and HIS provision is good.  
Love & Hugs!              —Miss Becky  

SOS YOUTH NEWS 

     Our son Arthur is a left offensive tackle on his high school football 
team. He comes home bruised, sore and exhausted from opening holes 

for running backs and protecting the quar-
terback.  He doesn’t get the glory – no 
flashy moves, no touchdowns. 
     So what motivates him to suit up day 
after day?  He has a father in the stands 
who pays particular attention to number 
52. And Arthur wants to see the Grizzlies 
succeed. He’s also thankful to be healthy 
and on the starting lineup. 
     Most Christians haven’t been called to 
be quarterbacks in God’s work. We’ve 
been called to the line, to be faithful in 
small things, sacrifice for others, persist 

under difficult circumstances. 
     This can be tiring and receives little recognition. So from where will 
our encouragement come? From remembering that our Heavenly Father 
sees the blocks we’re making, the knocks we’re sustaining; that we aren’t 
on the line by ourselves; and that we have much to be grateful for, in-
cluding Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for us. 
     Throughout 2021, a few will be called to carry the ball for the big 
play. The rest of us will lunge forward on the snap count and be caught 
up in the melee. There’s a place for you in ministry; all you have to do is 
ask God to guide you. So get off the bench — and get into the game!  

     Exercise Classes  
Offered 

       
     Are you ready to get your 
body moving? Join us for RE-
FIT® on Mondays and Fri-
days at 9:30 a.m .in the new 
fellowship hall. This thirty 
minute class pairs powerful 
moves with positive music to 
create a fitness experience for 
everybody and EVERY 
BODY. No experience or fit-
ness level is required. This 
workout is for you, wherever 
you are on your fitness jour-
ney. On Wednesdays at 9:30 
a.m. we focus on stretching 
and getting our body moving 
with ease. We take thirty 
minutes to slow down and lis-
ten to our bodies giving atten-
tion to our muscles and joints, 
especially ones that get ne-
glected in our everyday lives. 
     Your first class is FREE so 
come give it a try! No equip-
ment is required for REFIT® 
on Mondays  and  Fridays. 
You will want a yoga mat. 
comfortable workout clothes 
and tennis shoes on Wednes-
days. You will also want to 
bring water. Masks are re-
quired both in the building 
and during the workout. 
    For more information you 
can email Stephanie Ross at 
stephanie_ross33@yahoo.com 
or check out our Facebook 
page, facebook.com Get-
tingREFITwithStephanie. 

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT for the DAY:  

     by Arthur J. Athens in Command 
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To the United Methodists of The Northeastern Ju-
risdiction From the College of Bishops of the North-
eastern Jurisdiction (of which the West Virginia 
Conference is a part): 
     Grace and Peace to you in the name of Jesus 
Christ,  
     We thank God for you and commend the clergy 
and congregational leaders for your leadership. 
These have been difficult and isolating times for 
many and yet you are leading 
our most vital ministry, con-
gregations, and community 
ministries with conviction 
and determination. You have 
demonstrated the gifts of 
courage, leadership, innova-
tion, and grace. Thank you.  
     Today, we announce the 
coverage of Episcopal Areas 
in the Northeastern Jurisdic-
tion effective September 1, 
2021.  
     The pandemic has pre-
sented unprecedented chal-
lenges in the life of the 
church. One area of chal-
lenge has been our ability to 
conference together in the 
General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. General Con-
ference sets the policies for 
the church, elects new gen-
eral agency leadership, and 
sets the global direction and 
budget for the church. The 
Jurisdictional Conference 
elects new bishops and as-
signs bishops to episcopal 
areas.  
     Due to the 2020 General 
Conference being postponed 
a second time, it has meant 
the continual postponement 
of the Northeastern Jurisdic-
tional Conference. Two of the Northeastern Jurisdic-
tion bishops, Bishops Peggy Johnson and Jeremiah 
Park, have requested and been granted retirement 
beginning September 1, 2021. 
     The 2020 postponed General Conference will 
gather in person August 29 through September 6, 
2022, in Minneapolis, Minn., followed by U.S. Ju-
risdictional Conferences to be held in October 2022 
for the election and assignment of bishops.  

     Because two bishops will retire this year, effec-
tive September 1, 2021, The Book of Discipline au-
thorizes the College of Bishops to provide coverage 
of open episcopal areas until new bishops are elected 
and assigned by the Jurisdictional Conference. This 
coverage will be for 16 months, from September 1, 
2021, through December 31, 2022.  
     The College of Bishops announces the following 
bishops will provide episcopal leadership and cover-

age within the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction.       
     Episcopal Areas: West 
Virginia Area (West Virginia 
Conference), Pittsburgh Area 
(Western Pennsylvania Con-
ference) and Harrisburg Area 
(Susquehanna Conference) 
will be served by Bishop 
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball.  
 
The Western District:  
     Our District Superinten-
dent, Okey Harless, is retir-
ing On June 30, 2021. After 
42 years as God’s good and 
faithful servant, Okey is be-
ginning a new chapter in his 
life.  
     Over the course his faith-
ful service, the Rev. Dr. 
Harless earned his Master of 
Divinity at Duke University 
in 1986 and later, his Doctor-
ate at United Seminary. He 
has served the Lord in the 
following Churches in our 
West Virginia Conference: 
Berwind (2 yrs), Lerona (5 
yrs), Riverview (in Altizer; 5 
yrs), St. Paul’s in Nitro (12 
yrs), Dunbar Community 
UMC (14 yrs) before serving 
as the Western District Su-

perintendent.  
     We wish Okey and his wife, Jane, very satisfying 
years in retirement!  
 
     With the retirement of Rev. Dr. Okey Harless, the 
Western District will share supervisory leadership 
with the greater-Charleston area Midland South Dis-
trict, the Rev. Joseph (Joe) Hill. We welcome Joe 
and look forward to serving with him!  

NEWS AMONG THE UNITED METHODIST CONNECTION 
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     With the vacancy opening in Youth Ministry, any interested candidates who 
would consider serving the Church should contact the Church Office, 
304.736.4583, or Jon Fannin, the chairman of the Staff-Parish Relations Com-
mittee, 304.417.5611. A job description is posted on the Church website at 
www.steelememorial.com   
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CELEBRATIONS OF MISSION EVENT 2021 

YOUTH MINISTER HIRING 

     Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. I John 3:18 
 
     Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
        for the rights of all who are destitute. 
     Speak up and judge fairly; 
        defend the rights of the poor and needy.                                                                                              
                    Proverbs 31:8-9 
 
     It is hard to believe that the 2020 COME report was as positive as it was! The numbers of participants may 
have been down because of the Covid crisis, but considering what every congregation and every family en-
dured, our leaders were very grateful!  
     Across the West Virginia Conference, the total cash donations as of was $77,000. That means that each of 
our United Methodist missions received $7377, plus another 
$1082 from a Trust Fund. The Western District giving totaled 
$5803.54 from 9 churches! That’s not including the donations of 
goods and supplies. Amazing!  
     We all must believe that this year will be better despite Jan-
uary and February. And, in be- lieving, we need to start plan-
ning. These 9 churches prove that we don’t need always have to 
meet in order to succeed. Our District Conference will once 
again be a Zoom meeting on May 2, but our Come Event will 
extend beyond that day.  
     On Sunday, September 12, from 1-3 p.m., there will be a 
Drive-thru ◆ Walk-thru event at Ebenezer Community Out-
reach! Plans Are Incomplete but we may manage some fun and 
worship also. 
     So, start planning now how you can help WV Mission 
Projects. They have all suffered greatly as they try to serve 
their neighbors. This year the emphases in Western District will be Ebenezer Outreach and Greater Clarks-
burg. If you have already made your contribution, that’s great. If you have not, you now have plenty of time 
to do so. You can provide your donations and checks to Ebenezer by making a special contribution through 
your Church. Be sure you mark it for Ebenezer Outreach. (Due on September 12.)  
     Celes, the Outreach Director, reports that the small playground must be replaced at an estimated cost of 
$30,000. So major fundraising is going to be important to create a safe playground. Stay tuned as we learn 
more. 
     There is a mission booklet on line describing each mission, from the Conference website, 
www.wvumc.org > the Mission Projects TAB under “Change the World” TAB                                                       
                 —Jane Morse, Western District Coordinator 



 

www.steelememorial.com 

BIRTHDAYS 
May 2 

Carl Eden 
May 6 

Ronnie Dolin 
Brandon McClung 

Jana Whitt 
May 10 

Ethan Ball 
May 12 

Janet Sebert 
May 14 

Doris Staton 
Evan Jarvis 

May 15 
Maddie Nease 

May 17  
Owen Smith 

Audrey Pickett 
May 19 

Clayton Holbrook 
Sharon Hockenberry 

Dr. Terry Triplett 
Robin Triplett 

May 20  
Julia Dickens 

Elizabeth Williams 
Nathan Kinker 

May 23 
Marlene Black 
Mary Howard 

 

May 24 
Amy Adkins 

Pat Cornwell 
May 26 

Oliver Mast 
May 27 

Georgann Holbrook 
May 28 

Richard Fillmore 
May 29 

Sandy Boggess 
May 31 

Ella Fetty 
Karen Canfield 

 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
May 5 

Jason & Beth Carney 
May 13 

Robert & Kay Ratcliff 
May 19 

Steve & Janet Sebert 
May 21  

Terry & Robin Triplett 
May 23 

Kevin & Kim Lantz 
May 28 

Jim & Teresa Pickett 

 

Sunday                           
WEEKLY 

Monday 
WEEKLY 

Tuesday Wednesday 
WEEKLY 

Thursday Friday 
WEEKLY 

Saturday 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 

Morning Worship 10:45 AM 

ReFit 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 

Cub Scouts - 6:30 PM 

Scouts - 7:40 PM 

 ReFit 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM  ReFit 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM 1      Engage Team 

Car Wash 
10 AM-2PM 

2 3 Missions Meeting 
                 6:30 PM 

4  5   Engage Team Mtg. 

              6:30 PM 

6        National Day  

Of Prayer 
Service 6:30 PM 

7 8 

9    Mother’s Day 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16  Prayer Warriors 

6:30 PM 
 

17 18 19 20 Blood Drive 
  1:30 PM –6:30 PM 

21 22 

23 Graduate Sunday 24 25 26 27 28 29 GBCO 
       Drive-thru Dinner 

30 31    Memorial Day 

        Office Closed 
     

LET’S GIVE A BIG HURRAH!  
 Kenzie Fannin was baptized by immersion at the Pea 
Ridge Baptist Church on April 23, following her decision to 
follow Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord! Kenzie has been 
attending the after-school program at Pea Ridge Baptist 
Church, and through their program and with discussion with 
their youth pastor, Kenzie knew what she needed to do!  
 Kenzie is the daughter of Jon and Holly Fannin, the 
Granddaughter of Brenda and the late Butch Morning, and 
big Sis’ to Kyler! 

May 2021 

CELEBRATIONS 

Matthew 28: 19-20 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”  
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DOWNLOAD OUR CHURCH APP! 

   This past year has certainly been a challenging year for us all.  The pandemic left the building empty most of the 
year and left many of us feeling disconnected from our church family and friends. This also created a need for 

growth in the technology area of our church. We now 
LiveStream worship services, broadcast sermons on the 
radio, have a Phone Streaming service that calls some of 
our members weekly to hear the sermon, we have Bible 
Studies and Committee Meetings via Zoom, and we imple-
mented online giving. All of this growth has been a work in 
progress and had its share of hiccoughs and we are address-
ing it by upgrading the Wi-Fi and audio systems here at the 
church to support our new technology. 
     We are excited to introduce our new church mobile app! 
Our church app will allow us to take church with us every-
where we go! Through the church app you will be able to 
connect with prayer concerns, access our worship service 
recordings at any time, keep track of upcoming events and 
much more.  It’s our plan to make this our main hub for 
church communication. 
     Use this link https://tithely.app.link/steele-memorial  or 

scan the QR Code to download the App to your device, follow the prompts to open your free Tithely account and 
connect with your church family! Contact the church office if you need assistance at 304-736-4583.  

Steele Memorial  
United Methodist Church 
733 Shaw Street 
Barboursville, WV  25504 
www.steelememorial.com 
304-736-4583  

https://tithely.app.link/steele-memorial

