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FROM THE PASTOR:  
The Book of Revelation  

     I was caught by surprise, again!  
     A friend asked if I’d do a bible 
study on the Book of Revelation. My 
answer was quick, “No.” Revelation 
has rarely been of interest for me. But 
within the week I began to read the 
Book of Revelation, the final book of 
the Bible, again.  
     I’ve read it several times. I remem-
ber taking detailed notes of all the 
strange images: a beast, a dragon, 
creatures with seven heads and ten 
horns with seven crowns ...or was it 
seven horns and ten heads and one 
head with a mortal wound? 
     You get it. It’s for the fan of science 
fiction, which I am not. There were 
sections of the letter that attracted me: 
the letters to the seven churches in 
chapters 2-3; or the vision of eternal 
life from chapters 21-22. But as I be-
gan to read this past month I was 
looking for something more, some-
thing different. And I found it!  
     The visions and revelations were 
recorded for the Church at a time 
when the believers were experiencing 
threats and danger from the secular 
world. Persecution was a very real 

tool of the government toward peo-
ple who refused to recognize Caesar 
as a “god!” and Christians couldn’t 
accept the idea of pledging alle-
giance to anyone other than the 
Christ!  
     But as we read Revelation today, 
we come to understand that if the 
Church is living faithfully, serving 
Christ, then we, too, will experience 
opposition from “forces” in the world, 
(political forces, social and economi-
cal forces, and from personal rela-
tionships).  
     There is an obvious contrast -
there must be a contrast – between 
the way the followers of Christ live, 
from the way others live for the 
world. So in that way, the Book 
speaks to us still!  
     When reading Revelation, look at 
what success and power means to 
these two opposite groups. Look at 
how the believers worship and who 
they worship! Look at the different 
powers that are described – between 
those who follow the kings of the 
earth and for the people of God. 
Contrast the loyalties of the Christ- 
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“I have said these things to you, that 
in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation . But 
take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
   John   16:33   ESV    
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LAY SERVANT 

TRAINING 
     We are God’s masterpiece. He 

has created us anew in Christ 

Jesus, so we can do the good 

things He planned for us long 

ago.  (Ephesians 2:10)  

     The Bible tells us that God has 

created us to do “good things...”  

     Lay Servant Ministries in the 

United Methodist Church is a way 

to accept your call to serve God. 

The introduction to the Basic 

Course tells us: “God calls you to 

a life of servanthood as a disciple 

of Jesus Christ... Lay Servant 

Ministries is the first step for many 

lay persons in their faith journey 

as they strive for a closer relation-

ship with the Lord.”  

     We have five from our Church 

who are taking the Lay Servant 

Training Basic Course, a 5 week 

class being taught by Rev. Donna 

Hinkle, pastor of Community of 

Grace United Methodist Church. 

I'm so thankful for those who are 

enrolling in the leadership train-

ing: Bobby Bannister, Ashlee Gal-

lion, Jon Hoover, Jim Pickett, and 

Skyler Smith. Let’s support them 

and remember them in your pray-

ers!  

     The Basic Course for the Lay 

Servant prepares participants with 

basic leadership tools for Church 

ministry while offering further op-

portunities to participate in minis-

tries in of preaching, teaching, 

praying, care-giving, and a multi-

tude of other choices.  

-continued from page 1 

followers versus the worldly people who will do anything to sustain a 
long and prosperous life. What looks like great victory for those who are 
selfish and powerful is an illusion compared to the lasting and eternal 
power of the One who was, who is, and always will be!  
     Most importantly, the Book of Revelation warns us – to know who 
you are and to whom you belong! Know that you are not of the world, 
and the pleasures and purposes of this temporary world have little for 
us. You are a child of God, and God has delivered you from a terrible 
connection to what is evil. So do not be deceived: the demands of 
worldly powers leaves you eternally defeated!  
     John records visions that warn Christians today not to be easily per-
suaded by the benefits or pleasures of a world that are driven by your 
self-interest and personal luxury. Our call to follow Jesus is a very select 
purpose as we build upon a relationship of faith in the Light of the 
World.  
     Study with me! ...                           

                         Pastor Kevin 

The MESSENGER 

NEW MEMBER  
     We are pleased to receive Andrew John-
son as a member into Steele Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church! Andrew joined the 
Church on August 23, with his wife, Kristin, 
present with him. Let us welcome Andrew 
and Kristin (who holds membership in the 
Roman Catholic Church) as friends and 
members among us!   

     It feels like we should be getting back to Church! When can we get 
back in, and when can we start meeting with our groups again? 
     At this point, the beginning of September, it’s too early to say. The 
professional people who chart the tides of the pandemic for us are ex-
pecting a steep increase in the curve as school goes into session. Be-
cause of this, it will be wise for us to monitor any changes in the num-
ber of positive cases 
we see throughout 
the county and sur-
rounding area. It 
would be fruitless to 
begin something at 
the start of the month 
only to find we have 
to retreat and cancel 
shortly thereafter.  
     We all miss the 
regular gatherings. 
This pandemic has 
been so frustrating in 
so many ways! Let us 
pray that God will 
bring His work of healing onto the land as we submit to His will to do 
the good which He has planned for us from the beginning!  

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE CHURCH?  
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ECCHO 
       

          Special thanks to all of you have purchased school supplies and food items for 

ECCHO over the last few weeks...these donations make a HUGE difference for so many 

families that are struggling AND a special thank-you to Busy Bees for their donation of 

65 diapers ...always a welcome item! 

     With school plans a little more firm, ECCHO will be handing out backpacks and sup-

plies during the MONTH of September. Their current needs include: NOTEBOOKS, PA-

PER (both college rule and wide rule) GLUE STICKS, PLASTIC WATER BOTTLES, 

and HAND SANITIZERS.  

      Also, with children doing virtual learning at home several days a week, convenience 

foods are still a priority - spaghetti, mac & cheese, drink boxes, granola bars, etc. All 

donations may be dropped at the church on Mondays or Thursday. May God Bless you 

for all your support! 

 
YOU CAN TAKE PART IN PASTOR KEVIN’S  
Continuing Education 
     The AACC Conference will be a virtual conference this September, and Pastor Kevin often finds stimulation 

with the lectures and classes offered. Two presentations for which he has registered are listed below. If anyone 

from the Church – members or friends – would be interested to sit in for the video 

conference, please contact the Church office or the Pastor.  

 Youth Suicide:   

       The Increasing Threat to Children, Teens, and Young Adults  

 Complicated Grief and Loss:  

       Finding Hope Beyond the Pain and Suffering  

     Have you seen the newest “movie-series” of 
the life and ministry of Jesus Christ?  
     The Chosen is the first-ever multi-season TV 
show about the life of Jesus. Created outside of 
the Hollywood system, The Chosen allows you to 
see Him through the eyes of those who knew 
Him. No matter where you are in your journey 
with Jesus Christ, this TV show is for you as a 
free download from your preferred app store.  
        -- Kevin Lantz 
Android Link:  https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.vidangel.thechosen  
 
Apple Link:  https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-
chosen/id1473663873  

 The New Life of Christ Story Series 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vidangel.thechosen
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vidangel.thechosen
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-chosen/id1473663873
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-chosen/id1473663873
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Sophia Catherine Jenkins 

August 4, 2020 
7 lbs. 15 oz. 

      
Sophia’s proud parents are Matt and Elayna 
Jenkins of Bridgeport, WV.  She is the first 
grand child of Buck and Cathy Conard. Con-
gratulations! 

           
Hudson Kent Higdon 

August 25, 2020 
7 lbs. 14 oz.  

 
Hudson’s proud parents are Hunter 
and Kati Higdon of Tampa, FL.  
Hunter’s grandparents are Mike and 
Lynette Call. Congratulations! 

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.”  
Psalm 139:13  

 
 1ST 

Becky Damron 
 

2ND 
Sarah Damron 

 
3RD 

Malinda Adkins 
Connie Gesner 

 
4TH 

Carole Johnson 
c/o Tammy Simmons 

9385 North Chester Drive 
Pickerington, OH  43147 

 
 5TH 

Anabella Godfrey 
 

8TH 
Russell Prichard 

Reba Swann 
 

 9TH 
Rhett Hoover 

 
 

 
 10TH 

Megan McKinney 
 

11TH 
Dianna Burton 

 
12TH 

Chris Roy 
 

 14TH 
Karen Turman 

 
 15TH 

Sandee Damron 
 

 16TH 
Brendi Nibert 

 
 21ST 

Larry Thaxton 
 

 22ND 
Vickie Short 

 
24TH 

Tenny Crockett 
Jean Mays 

 
25TH 

Amy Reiter 
Amy Herrenkohl 

 
27TH 

Jaedon Prentice 
 

 28TH 
Charlotte Crandall 
20 Magnolia Lane 

Hanover, PA  17331 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 1 

Trey & Allie Womack 
 

SEPTEMBER 4 
Dave & Jessica Brier 

 
SEPTEMBER 5 

Roger & Delora Call 
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Justice, Pamela (Matt) Purgerson, and Heather 

(Brian) Frazier; two great-great-nieces Sasia Jus-

tice and Ciara Justice; and companion/ special 

family friend Gary Cox.  

 

Robert “Robb” Baker 

April 15, 1954—July 11,2020 

 

      Robb was preceded in death by his father, Al-

vis A. Baker, mother Virginia L. Black Baker, and 

one sister, Donna Ramsey. He is survived by his 

wife, Lois Withrow Baker; daughters, Cassie Baker 

(Rico Davila), Shannon Baker (Jose Potosme), 

Rebecca Baker, and Lisa Baker-Tracy; grandchil-

dren, Malik, Korina, Devin, Sebastian and Calvin; 

one great granddaughter, Alana; one brother, 

Bruce Baker (Becky Millard) of Ocala, FL; three 

sisters, Jackie Stombock, Ronda Baker and Susan 

Oehlers, all of Barboursville; brothers-in-law, Chris 

Oehlers and Fred Ramsey; and many nieces and 

nephews. 

 

Peggy Sue Reed Hicks 

July 16, 1936—July 16, 2020 

 

     Peggy is the daughter of the late Basil and 

Mable Hoosier Reed. She was preceded in death 

by her husband James L. Hicks and one brother, 

Jack Griffith. Peggy is survived by her children, 

James R. Hicks of Huntington, West Virginia and 

Lisa Hicks Omohundro of Mooresville, North Caro-

lina; sisters, Carol Watters, Patty Wolf and Joyce 

Lucas; grandchildren, JC Bell, Kyri Miller, Ethan 

Hicks, and Claire Omohundro; eight great grand-

children; and many nieces, nephews  

 

 

 

      

 
 

Pamela Lea Hunt 
August 20, 1947—April 25, 2020 

 
     Pam, the daughter of the late Bernard Ray 
and Nadine Dora Meadows Hunt is survived by 
two brothers and sisters-in-law, Jeffrey Brian 
Hunt and Krista Hunt of Chesterfield, MO and 
David and Susan Hunt of Yardley, PA. 
 

Earlene Bannister 
February 11, 1946—May 20, 2020 

 
     Earlene is survived by her  husband Robert 
"Bob" Bannister of Barboursville, WV; daughter, 
Tammy (Cook) Culicerto and her husband Robert 
Culicerto of Beckley, WV; son Robert (Bobby) 
Bannister and is wife Mollie of Barboursville, WV; 
son Todd Bannister and his wife Penny of Wal-
ton, WV; a  sister, Sue Duty of Pineville, WV, sis-
ter Mattie Lee Browning of OH; brother Taney 
Altizer of Huntington, WV; sister-in law and broth-
er-in law Margaret and Gaylord Short and her 
grandchildren, James (JR) wife Jessica and 
Blake wife Nicole Cook, Chase and Megan 
McKinney, Alexis and Madison Bannister; great-
grandson Stacy Hayes and great-granddaughter 
Savannah Cook.  
 

Linda Bowman 
September 11, 1943—July 3, 2020 

 

      Linda is survived by her daughter Daphne 

Bowman Smith, son Scott (Danielle) Bowman; 

five grandchildren Brittney Bowman, Cara Bow-

man, Caitlin Bowman, Courtney Bowman, and 

Dylan Bowman; four great-grandchildren Jackson 

Bowman, Kingston Bowman, Chloe Bradley, and 

Gabe Bradley; two nephews Roger Willocks and 

Randy Willocks; one great-nephew Dennis 

Lovejoy Jr,; four nieces Debi (Albert) Lovejoy; 

Rhonda Willocks; Robin Hill; Rachelle Sharpe; 

four great-nieces Sarah Harmon, Kimberley (Jer) 
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