
 

Did You Know  
WE ARE BACK IN 

BUSINESS?  
     Come worship with us! Though 
we’re seeing some restrictions crop-
ping up around the community again 
with the hospitals shuttering from any 
visitation and some school classes 
under quarantine orders, your Church 
may be one of the safest places to 
visit right now.  

     Most of you are getting out around 
people to do some shopping, work-
ing, even golfing. But your spiritual 
care is just as important! I’ve heard a 
couple of our friends express how 
good it was to be back in worship, to 
feel the sense of mystery and awe 
that comes with worshiping in the 
sacred space that has been so famil-
iar to most of us!  
      

     We have not yet reached capacity 
in our seating. Families can all sit 
together in a pew. We have yet to 
move people into the overflow area or 
use much of the balcony. We have a 
very clear protocol for entering and 
exiting: Masks are worn while in the 
building. Seating is marked so that 
we can observe social distancing. As 
long as we maintain these practices, 
especially in the parking lot both be-
fore and after our worship time, 
there’s no reason to feel threatened 
from worshiping in Church.  
     The wheels of the Church are 
turning at a little quicker pace as we 
prepare the up-coming budget for the 
new year, 2021, and our annual 
Charge Conference. Our Finance 
Committee, led by Ron Wooddell and 
the Administrative Council, chaired by 
Sandy Rupert are meeting, as has 
the Trustees, chaired by Eddie Smith.  
     Sunday School  Claren Perkins is 
offering an Adult Sunday School 
Class at 9 a.m., for the Fellowship 
Class and any other interested 
adults, meeting in the new fellowship 
hall, where everyone can practice 
safe-distancing. Let’s remember that 
whenever we are in the Church build-
ing, we are wearing face masks.  
     Other teachers are practicing ap-
propriate caution, so that our youth 
and children are not yet meeting to-
gether.  
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     This month the Bees will be focus-
ing on safety, pumpkins, and the 
changing of the fall season. Octo-
ber’s Bible story is  Joseph’s Colorful 
Coat and verse is Romans 8:28 “All 
things work together for good, for 
those who love God.” 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE 

 

-And I will give you pastors according to mine heart,  
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.  

Jeremiah 3:15  

Pastor Kevin Lantz 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCE   
     Sunday, November 1, Steele Memorial United 
Methodist Church will host its annual Charge 
Conference as a Zoom meeting, 4 p.m. We meet 
as members of the Administrative Council to offi-
cially approve the Church budget and salaries for 
the new year 2021, approve nominations of lead-
ership positions in the Church, and hear reports 
of the Church. Members of the Administrative 
Council are expected to participate. If you 
have trouble connecting electronically to meet-
ings, please contact the Pastor, and arrange-
ments can be made to include you in a gathering 
in order to participate. Others from the Church 
can join if you’ll contact the Pastor. 

    Groaning!   
     How many of you have done some groaning in recent 
months?  
     Did you know the Bible tells us something about groaning? 
In Romans, chapter 8 we are reminded that creation is not 
what it is supposed to be; creation has suffered from the curse 
of humankind’s sin. And in a real sense, creation “groans” in all 
kinds of ways for healing. We can look to the fires and earth-
quakes in California, typhoons bombarding Japan and Korea, 
Tsunamis slamming islands in the Pacific, hurricanes ripping 
through the Gulf states, or tornadoes leveling homes in the 
midwest.  
     

20
 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s 

curse. But with eager hope, 
21

 the creation looks forward 
to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious free-
dom from death and decay. 

22
 For we know that all creation 

has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to 
the present time. 

23
 And we believers also groan, even 

though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of 
future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from 
sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day 
when God will give us our full rights as His adopted chil-
dren, including the new bodies He has promised us. – Ro-
mans 8:20-23  

      
     Read that passage carefully. A time will come when crea-
tion will be set free from death and decay.  
     Well, we are a part of God’s creation. These physical bodies 
are susceptible to disease; yet these same bodies have “the 
Holy Spirit within...as a foretaste of future glory!”  
     Is God awakening you to the “groaning” of creation? Crea-
tion is at times smarter than we are. Creation recognizes that 
this is not the “glorious freedom” for which we long!  
     And when we groan within ourselves for the healing of the 
planet, for relief from this terrible scourge that stretches across 
our great country, we are joining the planet itself, sensitive to 
the planet’s Creator, crying out for healing!  
     So through all the worst that you have endured and feared, 
let us be reminded what the Apostle Paul continued to share 
from the heart of God: We know that God causes everything 
to work together for the good of those who love God and 
are called according to His purpose for them. – Romans 
8:28  
     You will find some good for You from out of this pandemic. 
In order to experience the “good,” through your endurance, as 
you listen to those around you, as you bring your groaning agi-
tation to God in prayer, as you learn to trust in His word – you 
are being “conformed to the image of His Son! ...And hav-
ing given them right standing, He gave them His glory!”  –

(8:29-30)                              — Pastor Kevin Lantz 
 



 
   Dear Friends, 
     My Facebook memory reminded me today, "Your mis-
sion field is the one you're standing in!" This especially rings 
true during this pandemic. It seems many of you, (myself 
included), have finally cleaned out those closets! While 
many places are not accepting clothing donations at this 
time, there are some that are accepting clothing, such as 
Recovery Point in Huntington, Huntington City Mission, Sal-
vation Army, Mended Reeds, House of the Carpenter in 
Charleston, and Her Place in Charleston. ECCHO is still 
accepting donations of school supplies as well as nonper-
ishable food and personal care items. Thanks to everyone 
who has contributed in any way to our ongoing missions, 
even though we may be going about it all in a different way 
these days. I couldn't possibly name everyone that works 
so hard, mostly behind-the-scenes, to make it all happen, 
but you know who you are, and I thank you from the bottom 
of my heart!  
     There are ALWAYS opportunities to "help" someone in 

need, perhaps even more 
now! Simply read the list of 
prayer requests, hop on the 
meal train, donate clothing 
or food vouchers, shop for 
your neighbor or mow their 
lawn, distribute blessing 
bags to those standing on 
the corner, the list goes on 
and on! But, you get the 
idea, "Your mission field is 
the the one you're standing 
in!"  
     I love and miss my 

church family, and I pray for the day we are all together 
again! Keep on keeping on!             —Gina 

 
MISSIONS RECAP 
     A very special “thank you” to the Singles & More class 
for their recent mission activities. An anonymous class 
member offered a challenge: raise funds for local food 
banks and they would match the amount! Even a past 
member of the class got into the action - the result was an 
overwhelmingly generous $4,030 (the class also donated 
past profits from their Nut & Candy sale to boost the total 
collected). They distributed the funds to: 
$1,000.00 Huntington Food Bank 
$1,000.00 Lincoln County Food Bank 
$2,030.00 ECCHO 
These funds will provide 28,210 meals to those in need....as 
the class said “Little is much when God is in it.” AMEN! 

 
ECCHO 
     We have been blessed by everyone’s efforts to help with 
“COVID Edition” of our Back to School drive. Due to your 
extra efforts, we will have delivered almost 700 school sup-
plies such as backpacks, notebooks, folders, pencils, paper, 
etc. to ECCHO to be distributed to children as they both 
return to school and/or continue with virtual learning at 
home. 
     Also, thanks to Singles & More for food donations that 
included almost 300 packages of Ramen Noodles. 
As we move forward, ECCHO is still only accepting food 
(and school supplies) - you can drop off any donations dur-
ing church hours. Their needs continue to be cereal, Mac & 
Cheese, and soups.                                                     —Kay 
 

 

MISSIONS  

WHY WE SUPPORT THE UNITED METHODIST MISSIONS:  
Since Infancy, Rev. Israel Painit has been known as a “Miracle Baby”  
Against all odds  
     The child, who by all accounts should have died, was revived without injury. In gratitude for God ’s miraculous interven-
tion, his parents named him “Israel.” At the age of 16, he discerned a call to ministry and, after theological training, went on 
to serve as a United Methodist pastor in the Philippines.  
 
God is still leading 
     After 25 years of serving in the Philippines, three United Methodist missionaries were detained by the Philippine govern-
ment for investigating alleged human rights abuses. Painit was deeply moved by the detainees ’ willingness to risk their 
lives to support justice in the Philippines. Because of the poverty and political hardships in his own country, Painit had nev-
er anticipated serving God anywhere else. “But God has a way of calling people to be His hands and feet in places where 
we are needed most,” he says. Soon after, he accepted a call to serve in another Asian country – one with greater poverty 
and a culture less hospitable to Christianity. 
 
Empower Missionaries Around the World 
     From infancy on, Rev. Painit’s life has been marked by God for service. Your financial support through your Church al-
lows United Methodist missionaries like Rev. Israel Painit to continue 
embodying the love of God in the world.  
     Born to an impoverished home in the Philippines, he was thrown 
overboard in a family raft accident that killed his brother and grandmoth-
er. Thirty minutes after capsizing, the child’s mother managed to locate 
and pull him from the river. “If you can save him, it would be a miracle,” 
she shouted, handing the lifeless body of her infant to people on shore.  
     In these tumultuous times, testimonies like this bolster our faith in 
God’s grace. Even in the midst of a global pandemic, the Holy Spirit con-
tinues to move and breathe hope and courage into our lives. 



 

     
     Eddie and Vicki Smith welcomed two great grandchil-
dren to their family recently.  
     Wyatt David Herold, born August 19th weighing 9 lbs 
4 oz., and 20 ½ inches long. Wyatt’s proud parents are 
Marc and Kalyn of Christiansburg, Va and Joa June De-
Moss born September 5th weighing 7 lbs 13 oz, 21 inch-
es long. Joa’s proud parents are Patrick & Kyra DeMoss 
of Huntington, WV  

October 1st  

Reid Carroll 
Susan McClung 
 
October 2nd 
Jackson Fetty 
Winnie Nibert 
 
October 3rd  
Rick Jones 
Benjamin Taylor 
Sally Whitt 
 
October 4th 
Pat Gwinn 
 
October 5th  
Sue McCallister 
Jill Stewart 
Barbara Yeaqer 
 
October 6th  
Megan Carroll 
Ashlee Gallion 
Lorri Turman 
 
October 7th  
Sawyer Adkins 
 

October 8th  
Russ Lingenfelter 
 
October 9th  
Lynette Call 
 
October 10th  
Jerry Johnson 
 
October 11th  
Peggy Morrison  
Keith Ross 
 
October 13th  
Will Lester 
 
October 15th  
Kristin Call 
 
October 16th  
Mike Call 
Marlo Merritt 
 
October 17th  
Ed Chapman 
 
October 18th  
Rick Shull 
 

October 19 
Ava Gallion 
 
October 20th  
Jack Crandall 
Jack Yeager 
 
October 21st  
Brenda Cornwell  
Sue Cummings 
 
October 23rd 
Benjamin Holbrook 
Matthew McClung 
Don Williams 
 
October 26th  
Lori Crabtree 
 
October 28th 
Addyson Gallion 
 
October 29th  
Rod Whitt 
 
October 30th  
Mike McClung, Sr 
Kristopher Adkins 

 

“For You formed my inward parts;  
You covered me in my mother’s womb.”  

Psalm 139:13  

     John and Sue Cummings welcomed two granddaughters 
in July of this year. 
     Anna Elizabeth Apgar, born July 9th weighing 7.12 lbs., 
19.5 inches long, daughter of Steve Apgar and Krista Apgar
(Sue’s youngest daughter) of Huntington and Corinne Ellis 
Cummings born July 13th weighing 8.5 lbs., 21 ¼  inches 
long, Daughter of Christopher( John’s youngest son) and 
Rachel Lynn Cummings of Austin, Tx. 

SPECIAL DELIVERIES! 



 

ONE HOUR CAN SAVE LIVES 
 
     Will you commit to giving another person a 
chance at more life?   These days, it’s easy to feel 
helpless.  But with one simple act, you can help 
save lives.  Despite all of the uncertainty right 
now, one thing is for sure:  blood donors are al-
ways needed.  Nationwide, someone needs a unit 
of blood every two to three seconds and most of 
us will need blood in our lifetime.  So let’s band 
together and take care of our community and oth-
ers by scheduling a blood donation.  Show off your 
compassion and connect with others who share 
your giving spirit. 
 
WHERE:  Steele Memorial UMC Gymnasium  
   DATE:  December 4, 2020  
    TIME:  1:00 to 6:00 PM 
 
     Short on time??  Visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
schedule your appointment.  The Red Cross fol-
lows the highest standards of safety and infection 
control.  In accordance with CDC guidelines, all 
donors are required to wear a face covering or 
mask.    

MISSIONS  
     As the holiday season approaches, our thoughts turn to those strug-
gling to feed their families. While Thanksgiving and Christmas may look 
a little different this year, the needs are greater than ever. In past 
years, we have partnered with ECCHO and supported the families 
they’ve given to us. This year, we are considering a drive-by food give-
away as well as the “angel” gifts for ECCHO children.  
     Due to the continued Covid restrictions, ECCHO is still not accept-
ing donations of clothing or household items. However, as we move 
into colder weather, they will need new winter coats, gloves, and hats 
for children (infants to high school age). If you are able to help with a 
donation of any of these items, they can be dropped off at the church 
office if you are still not attending in person. Also, please keep ECCHO 
on your weekly food shopping lists - they are in need of items such as 
cereal, Mac & Cheese, soups, and drink boxes. 
     As always, please notify the church office or a member of the Mis-
sion Team of needs within our church family and community. I urge 
each and every one of you to search your hearts and give whatever is 
possible to help those less fortunate. Watch the bulletin for updates.  
     If you have a heart for missions and would like to help serve others, 
or teach your children to serve, there’s no time like the present!  May 
God bless you in your giving. In love we serve,   
                     —Gina, Kay &  The Missions Team 

LIFEWATER INTERNATIONAL   
PHOTO OF THE MONTH:  

      
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Children in Doko Midija village, Ethiopia, have a new, safe water 
well! 
       During our visit this month, community members praised God for their 
well. Children are healthy, and they can go to school! Buzunesh, a mother in 
the community, said, “Glory to God, our prayer for clean water has been 
heard.”   

NOVEMBER 2020 



 

NOVEMBER 7 
Russell & Zenaida Prichard 

 
NOVEMBER 12 

Jerry & Phyllis Johnson 
Paul & Lorri Turman 

 
NOVEMBER 18 

Pat & Brenda Cornwell 
Ed & Vicki Smith 

 
NOVEMBER 19 

Ron & Becky Nisbet 
 

NOVEMBER 22 
Bob & Betty Miller 

 
NOVEMBER 23 

Ed & Brenda Chapman 
Richard & Louetta Jimison 

 
NOVEMBER 30 

Frank & Judy Hayes 
 

Sunday  
November 1st  

NOVEMBER 1 
Lennon Stead 

Lucy Stead 
 

NOVEMBER 2 
Debbie Thaxton 

 
NOVEMBER 3 
Terry Triplett, Jr 

 
NOVEMBER 4 
Stephanie Fetty 

 
NOVEMBER 5 
Maridel Witten 

 
NOVEMBER 7 

Brian Berry 
Ashley Rottgen 

 
NOVEMBER 8 
Larry Dickens 

 
NOVEMBER 10 
Carl Chapman 

Ron Nisbet 
Robert Ratcliff 

 
NOVEMBER 12  

Phyllis Brace 

NOVEMBER 14 
Kim Workman 

 
NOVEMBER 16 

Julie Merritt 
 

NOVEMBER 17 
Cindy Ballengee 

Vickie Delp 
Joan Gross 

 
NOVEMBER 26 

Teresa Blake 
Tracy Blower 
Frank Hayes 

 
NOVEMBER 27 

Jack Black 
Luke Kinker 

 
NOVEMBER 28 
Elizabeth Allman 

 
NOVEMBER 30 

Chip Merritt 
Crystal Merritt 
Tony Ryder 

 

Jim Boggess     
Ed Chapman 
Bryan Collins      
Gary Cox 
Ron Foss      
Denver Stevens 
Paul Turman       
Jim Reiter 
Buddy Beckett       
John Call 
Bobby Bannister     
Mike McClung 
Jack Crandall       

Jack Black 
Todd Lester      
Eric Fetty 
Marvin Staton       
Frank Hayes 
Carl Chapman     
David Hedrick 
Jon Hoover       
Ben Maynard          
James D. McNeil 
Robert Ratcliff       
Greg Gesner 
Tony Ryder        

George Lipsey 
Fred Huff       
Richard Jimison   
Chris Olers       
Tennessee Justice 
Dick Desmond        
Brian Berry 
Kerry Robinson  
Kevin Ballengee 
Ralph Sager   

Thank you! 

Jeff Black 
Jan. 19, 1960 – Sept. 20, 2020 

 
     Jeff is survived by his  wife, Rosalene 
Black, his parents, Jack and Virginia Black,  
his brother Chris Black (Diane). He is also 
survived by his children Shawn Black ( Miran-
da Black) , Sarah Towe (Damon Towe) , Phil 
“Babe” Perry, Josh Perry (Sarah Perry), 
grandchildren, Gavin, Braylah and Kelton 
Black, Makeyla Towe, Jack Robinson, Grant 
“Coop” Towe and Aaron, Dan, Jack, Alli Kate, 
Taylor and Sam Perry.  



 

 

GOOD NEWS, GREAT JOY!   
 

      Yes, even with the pandemic, there is still good 
news and great joy!  The good news of the season  
we all know is the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ!  
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child gives 
us all the opportunity of sharing the good news 
while giving great joy to children all over the world!   
     This year there are two options to fill a shoebox: 
  
OPTION #1- "Build a Shoebox" online by using the 
link below.  Its very easy to do, total cost is $25 
(including the shipping cost), nice items to choose 
from, and a very good way for us to continue to 
participate in this ministry. 
 Follow this link to get started:   
 http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/
cttms=MzI1MjAzNjUS1&kn=3&r=MTg0ODYwNzYz
MjQwS0&b=0&j=MTc4MzY4MzI5MwS2&mt=1&rt=
0 
 
OPTION #2 - Purchase a plastic shoebox from the 
Dollar Tree, Walmart, or Hobby Lobby; and fill with 
personal hygiene items, school supplies, a toy, and 
$9 (for shipping); and take your shoebox to the 
church office by November 15th (I will take those 
shoeboxes to Lewis Memorial during the week of 
Nov. 16-23.) 
 
     God bless you with whatever choice you make  
and whatever donation you can make to this minis-
try!                                                           —Rosie W. 

Made from Raw Materials 
by Reverend Frank E. Bourner.   
 
   In this novel, the author tells his life story from childhood to 
retirement. The reader will follow his path from floating along in 

life with no obvious purpose until 
God interrupted. That interruption 
sent him into a new life-changing 
adventure and satisfying experi-
ence. The minister tells of his 
inadequacies, temptations, fail-
ures, help from prayers by pa-
tient church members, and re-
bukes from unkind Christians. In 
his later years, he realized God 
was beside him all along. 
Throughout his vicissitudes, he 
came to understand the Divine 
Potter was patiently and skillfully 
fashioning his life. 
     Reverend Bourner is the for-
mer Pastor of Pea Ridge United 
Methodist Church. 

 

ANGEL TREE 
 
     COVID-19 has changed much 
in our lives.  Many however at 
Steele Memorial UMC are deter-
mined to provide Christmas gifts 
for area children that without our 
help may receive nothing. 
     To safeguard our members this 
year we will have a virtual Angel 
Tree.  If you are willing to sponsor 
an Angel, contact  Sandy Rupert at 
304.634.7812 or the church office 
at 304.736.4583 by November 16

th. 
(Please indicate the number 

of Angels you would like to help.)  Your Angels will be mailed to 
you by December 1

st
.  Please return your gift (s) in a gift bag with 

your Angel card attached, this will assist with sorting. Gift bags are 
to be returned to the church by December 13

th
 at noon. Presents 

will be sorted and distributed to families by December 21
st
  

     If you would rather make a monetary donation, this will be used 
to purchase needed gifts for Angels or provide grocery gift cards to 
give to each family. 
     The Missions Committee wishes to thank each of you for your 
endless support. 

 

http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?ms=MzI1MjAzNjUS1&kn=3&r=MTg0ODYwNzYzMjQwS0&b=0&j=MTc4MzY4MzI5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?ms=MzI1MjAzNjUS1&kn=3&r=MTg0ODYwNzYzMjQwS0&b=0&j=MTc4MzY4MzI5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?ms=MzI1MjAzNjUS1&kn=3&r=MTg0ODYwNzYzMjQwS0&b=0&j=MTc4MzY4MzI5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?ms=MzI1MjAzNjUS1&kn=3&r=MTg0ODYwNzYzMjQwS0&b=0&j=MTc4MzY4MzI5MwS2&mt=1&rt=0


 

 

      
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Every year our sanctuary is decorated with a Poinsettia Tree during the month of December.  Members 
of the congregation buy a poinsettia in honor or memory of a special person in their life.  The poinsettias 
are used to form a tree.  A list is compiled with names of all those who purchase the poinsettias and the 
person they wish to honor or remember.   
     This year, due to the pandemic, we will not have the traditional Poinsettia Tree, but will have a “Virtual” 
Poinsettia Tree. During the month of November, you can submit to the church office, along with a $10.00 
donation, the name of the person you wish to honor or remember.  Please designate if it is “In Honor” or “In 
Memory” of that person.  The names and donation must be received by November 22nd .   As in the past, 
a list of names will be compiled and will be inserted in the December Newsletter as well as each weekly 
church bulletin in December. Your $10.00 donation for the “virtual” poinsettia will be given to our local food 
pantries to help those in need of food during this holiday season.  Each $10 donation will assist the food 
pantry to purchase 70 meals from our local Facing Hunger Food Bank.  So little, but so much, for those in 
need!! 

ORDERS MUST BE TURNED IN BY NOVEMBER 29, 2020. 
 

In Honor of: 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of: 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Given By: 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:00 a.m.   

Sunday Worship 
Charge Conference 

2 3 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

4 5 6 7 

8 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

9 10 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

11 
Office Closed 

Veteran’s Day 

12 13 14 

15 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

Shoebox Deadline 

16 17 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

18 19 20 21 

22 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

Poinsettia Deadline 

23 24 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

25 26 
Office Closed 

Thanksgiving 

27 
Office Closed 

28 

29 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 
 

30      

November  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

5 6 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

7 8 
6:00 p.m. 

Busy Bees Board Mtg. 
 

9 10 

11 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

12 13 
 

8:00 a.m. 
Breakfast w/Pastor 

14 15 
6:30 p.m. 

Finance Mtg. 

16 17 

18 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

19 
6:30  

Admin. Council Mtg. 

20 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

21 22 23 24 

25 
10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 

26 27 
8:00 a.m. 

Breakfast w/Pastor 
Oscars 

28 29 30 31 

October  2020  



 
Steele Memorial  
United Methodist Church 
733 Shaw Street 
Barboursville, WV  25504 

Ends November 1st  


