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A publication of Steele Memorial United Methodist Church 

Spiritual Formation Team 
Advent Study 
     The Spiritual Formation Team has 
chosen a study for this year’s Advent 
season - Not a Silent Night by Adam 
Hamilton. This year, experience 
Advent and Christmas with the one 
who knew Jesus more intimately than 
anyone else—his mother, Mary. 
Imagine the pain she felt at the 
crucifixion, her pride as Jesus’ 
ministry grew, and her unrestrained 
joy when she looked into his tiny face 
that fateful night in the stable. Adam 
Hamilton helps you witness the life of 
Jesus from Mary’s unique 
perspective, starting at the very end 
and traveling back in time to the very 
beginning—the night of Christ’s birth.  
 
Includes 5 sessions: 

1. Beginning with the End  
2. The Piercing of Mary’s Soul  
3. Amazed, Astounded, and 

Astonished  
4. Mary, Full of Grace  
5. It Was Not a Silent Night 

 
     The study will begin the week of 
November 2nd and continue the  

Weeks of November 25th and 
December 2nd, 9th and 16th and be 
offered at the following times: 
 

• Sunday Evening 6:30 PM - 
Gina Crews and Cathy 
Conard leaders, Singles 
Classroom 

• Tuesday Evening 7:00 PM -
 John Cummings leader,  
Fellowship Classroom 

• Wednesday 1:00 PM - Jack 
and Claren Perkins leaders, 
Fellowship Classroom 

• Wednesday Evening 6:30 
PM -Young Adults  Kevin 
Lantz leader, Fellowship 
Classroom 

• Wednesday Evening 6:30 
PM during regular service 
time - John Call leader,  
Sanctuary 

 
     Books are $7.50 each.  A large 
print edition is available for $16.00.   
 
     Please take this opportunity to 
prepare your minds and hearts for 
the birth of Christ and invite family, 
friends and neighbors to join in the 
study. 
 

     All Saint’s Day is a day of remembrance for the saints, with the New 
Testament meaning of all Christian people of every time and place. We 
celebrate the communion of saints as we remember those of our 
congregation who have passed. On November 4th we honor those who 
entered into resurrection life.  

Susan Call John Griffith Paul Hockenberry Vernon Peyton 
Boots Cole Joan Grove Jeanette Hood  Peggy Smith  
 
 

     All Saints Day 

 

What’s Inside: 
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    December 2nd the Angel’s will 
arrive.  Our Angel Tree will be located 
in the Narthex.  Each angel will have 
the gender, age, sizes and/or gift wish 
of a hopeful child.  All the Angels have 
been vetted by ECCHO to insure their 
need and eligibility. 
      We ask that you take an Angel 
from the tree and return their “wish” 
gift by December 16th at the 11:00 
service.  Our church “elves” ask that 
you place their Christmas wish in a 
gift bag and attach the Angel card to 
the bag, this makes sorting and 
distribution so much easier. 

     We encourage you to make this a 
family project so your children 
experience the true meaning of the 
holiday season.  Giving to those less 
fortunate is a life lesson we all need 
to instill in our children and 
grandchildren.  If you would rather 
donate money for a gift or food 
cards, see Gina Crews, Sandy 
Rupert or Doris Wooten. 
     If you have any questions, Sandy 
Rupert can be reached at 304-634-
7812.  

FROM THE PASTOR 

 

THE ANGELS ARE COMING! 

The MESSENGER 

 

Daylight savings 
time begins 

November 4th. 

Don’t forget to set 
your clocks back! 

 

Ralph G Sager  Ed Chapman 
Jim Boggess  Gary Cox 
Kerry Robinson  Ron Foss 
Denver Stephens Bryan Collins 
Buddy Beckett  Jim Reiter 
Bobby Bannister  John Call 
Mike McClung  Jack Black 
Dick Desmond  Todd Lester 
Marvin Staton  Eric Fetty 
Whit Keefer  Tony Ryder 
Frank Hayes  Jon Hoover 
Carl Chapman  Greg Gesner 
David Hedrick  Dick Jimison 
Ben Maynard  Fred Huff 
Robbie Baker  Jack Crandall 
James D McNeil  Brian Berry 
Robert Ratcliff  Chris Oehlers 
Tennessee Justice  
George Lipsey 
Paul Turman, Sr 

 
 
 

 

 

     (a borrowed story): “Several years 
ago, I had a major operation in 
Rochester, Minnesota. Many nights I 
was awake. In the middle of the 
night, one of the nurses came in and 
said, ‘I’m going to ask something of 
you I’ve never asked of another 
patient in my life.’  When I nodded, 
she said ‘Down the hall we have a 
young black woman who’s dying. No 
one’s with her, and there’s not a 
single flower in her room. You have 
19 arrangements. Could I take one to 
her?’” 
     “I pointed to an arrangement of 
exotic flowers from Hawaii with a 
beautiful bird of paradise in the 
middle. 

I suggested she take that. About 30 
minutes later, the nurse came in 
choked with emotion, walked to the 
foot of my bed, squeezed my foot, 
and left the room. She was 
essentially saying, ‘Tonight we did 
something good.’  I can never 
forget that feeling. Sometimes 
when I’m not sleeping at night, I 
wish the Lord would squeeze my 
foot and say, ‘We did something 
good today.’”1 
     Well, we are doing something 
good! You know, don’t you, how 
your United Methodist Church 
responds to tragedies across the 
world? 
                       --continued page 4 

 -On Giving, Tithing and Trusting 
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The MESSENGER  

     All the ladies of the church are 
warmly invited to join the Ladies 
Circle and their special guest, Moriah 
Sharp, for a cutting bee on Nov. 15. 
We will help Moriah cut out fabric 
pieces/patterns and prepare sewing 
kits for her to take with her to India in 
January. (She will use these sewing 
kits to provide employment 
opportunities for the needy.)  There is 
a lot of work to be done that night, 
and we need your help! Bring your 
best pair of scissors and join us in this 

old-fashioned "working bee" that is 
sure to be a fun time of fellowship 
too!  NOTE: All ladies, 16 and older, 
are welcome. You do not have to be 
good at sewing or crafts to help us. 
There are tasks for every level of 
ability!  Hope to see you there! 

ESTHER/RUTH CIRCLE will meet 
on Thursday, November 15 @ 7:00 
in the New Fellowship Hall with 
Moriah Sharp /Cutting Bee. Bring a 
friend and support this caring project! 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE 

Ladies Circle News 

     The bees are very thankful this 
month for our Steele Memorial family. 
We are very excited to begin our 
holiday season. 
     November’s Bible story is Daniel 
and the Lion's Den. Our Bible verse is 
1 Chronicles 16:34 Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good.  
    Our mission project is to collect 

change to purchase gifts for children 
on Steele Memorial’s Angel Tree. 
Also this month we celebrate 
Thanksgiving, November 15th & 16th  
by  having  a special snack together. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, friends! 
                  - Mary Howerton 

 

Holiday Food Baskets 

  As the holiday season approaches, we think of those struggling to provide 
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals for their families. Won’t you help? We 
encourage you, as you, are able, to give a monetary donation.   Mark a 
pew envelope, “Holiday Baskets”. We receive the names of our families 
from ECCHO 

 
 
7th     Russell & Zenaida Prichard 
12th   Jerry & Phyllis Johnson 
18th   Pat & Brenda Cornwell 
         Eddie and Vicki Smith 
22nd  Bob & Betty Miller 
23rd   Richard & Louetta Jimison 
24th   Ed & Brenda Chapman 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3rd  Terry Triplett, Jr. 
4th   Stephanie Fetty 
5th   Maridel Witten 
7th   Brian Berry  
       Ashley Prentice 
        

 

 
8th   Larry Dickens 
9th   Ethan Crabtree 
10th Carl Chapman 
        Robert Ratcliff 
11th Nina Rottgen 
13th Matthew Chapman 

 
14th   Doris Brandon 
          Kim Workman 
16th   Julie Merritt 
17th   Cindy Ballengee 
          Vickie Delp 
          Joan Gross 
18th   Charles Hart 
26th   Teresa Blake 
          Tracy Blower 
          Frank Hayes 

 
27th Jack Black 
       Luke Kinker 
30th Chip Merritt 
        Crystal Merritt 
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 We have a great connectional Church with representatives 
in nearly every corner of the world, responding to needs 
through our United Methodist Committee on Relief, Advance 
Specials, and most significantly, through our apportioned 
giving.  
     One of the most difficult places to do good is giving our 
dollars at Church, trusting that God’s Church will make wise 
decisions with its spending in ministry. But I consistently see 
conscientious men and women agonizing over the decisions 
that affect our budget-making and ministry decisions, hoping 
to be faithful in so many ways.  
     Privately, I know some real heroes in your Church who 
give faithfully because they believe God is good! Most of 
these “heroes” aren’t the ones you would obviously 
recognize. They are more like the widow Jesus identified as 
giving her last penny.  
     A poor widow came and put in two small copper 
coins, which are worth a penny. Then He called His 
disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury.   For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live 
on.” (Mark 12:42-44) 
     The heroes I know are giving, not from out of their wealth, 
but from out of their heart! 
•They’re giving because they don’t want to disappoint their 
heavenly Father.  
•They’re giving because they believe He deserves their tithe, 
(their 10% minimum).  
•They’re giving because they believe all that they have 
belongs to God!  
•They’re giving because they know they belong to God and 
God has never let them down.  
•They’re giving because they’re seeking to please God in all 
things!  
•They’re giving — because they have a real, vital 
relationship with the Father. 
•They’re giving — because their giving has brought them into 
a real, vital relationship with God! 
     Through faith, God meets you! 
     Please know that you can make your charitable 
contributions through Steele Memorial U.M. Church as we 
make every effort to reach our goals supporting our great 
Church through its fair share. Thank-you for all that you do 
so that your Church can engage in the important work of 
ministry! 

                                          -Pastor Kevin 
Prayer for the Week: Lord Jesus, You told us, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”  Help me to believe it and 
find true joy by acting on it.  
                                                                1 Fred Smith, Sr.; from Men of Integrity; 9-19-04 
 

 
 

 
 
ASSISTANCE NEEDED WITH CUB SCOUTS  
     The Cub Scout Pack at Steele Memorial Church takes 
their boys through a spiritual experience, introducing them to 
what the Church expresses through faith in Jesus Christ! Will 
you assist by serving as a guide through the God and Me 
Award, (Grades 1-3); or the God and Family Award, 
(Grades 4-5)?   
     This important task can be done with the tools provided 
by the Scouting organization: with a child’s book, a family 
and a mentor’s book. The journey will take approximately 12 
weeks of sessions that include simple assignments from the 
boys. Contact the Church office if you would assist with this!  
     The annual Pinewood Derby is a big project all the boys 
look forward to! The Cub Scout Pack needs a few “Step-In 
Dads” for the mothers who are single to assist the boys with 
their miniature or model cut-outs, weigh-ins and race day in 
February! Consider this as a prime place to Reach New 
People with the news of Jesus Christ!  

 
 
REACHING NEW PEOPLE  
      Anyone interested in taking part in our outreach during 
the Christmas season and the first several months of 2019 
are encouraged to attend the ENGAGE Ministry Team 
meeting on Saturday, November 10, 10 a.m. in the old 
Church Fellowship Hall. Several ideas were expressed in our 
recent workshop, including How to Make Effective Invitations 
to our Christmas Worship events, hosting a "Cabin Fever" 
get together in February, and many more! All are invited to 
take part! (ENGAGE = Evangelism Team!)  
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COMMUNITY 
THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 

     The United Methodist Churches of 
our local parish will celebrate a 
Thanksgiving Worship at Cox 
Landing, Sunday evening, November 
18, 2018, 6:00p.m. . Rev. Angela Gay 
Kinkead, pastor at Pea Ridge UMC 
will be the evening’s preacher. The 
community is invited to this annual 
worship service!  
 

 
 

HOLIDAY DINNER 
     The Steele Memorial Church will 
host a Family and Friends Holiday 
Dinner on Sunday, December 2, 5:00 
p.m. People are encouraged to bring 
a friend and a dish to share as we 
take part in this, “Cover-Dish” style!  
Ham and rolls will be provided!  
     It’s Outreach!  Use this as a 
introduction to any un-churched 
neighbors or friends as we move into 
the Christmas season. The Christmas 
Eve worship is an especially popular 
time for people to consider attending 
a worship event!  
 
 

 

 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
     We will take part in decorating 
parts of the sanctuary on December 
2, following our Holiday Dinner, at 
6:00 p.m. With the singing of carols, 
our children traditionally hang the 
ornaments on the tree in the Church 
sanctuary! Bring your family to take 
part in this special evening!  
 

 
 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE: Look at 
What We’re Doing! 

 
     Our Church members and friends 
respond so well to meet the needs of 
the needy in our area! Thanks to 
everyone who helped with our call in 
September for peanut butter. We 
were able to deliver 93 jars to 
ECCHO, (Eastern Cabell County 
Humanities Outreach). Also, let us 
say “Thanks” for the generous 
monetary contribution from the 
Pennington Class. 
     As the pantry shelves at ECCHO 
are still in great need, we will 
continue the request for canned chili, 
canned stew, and canned pasta or 
canned meat for November. 
     From the Singles and More 
Class – Altizer Elementary was the 
recipient of tissue and hand sanitizer. 
Thanks for helping one of our local 
schools with much needed “cold” 
supplies. The class also has been 
busy baking 30 cakes over the last  

 
few months for Recovery Point – just 
another way to help those who are 
going through the recovery process 
feel a bit of “home-made” love! 
     From the Busy Bees – The little 
ones from Busy Bees Pre-School 
gathered over 500 individual snacks 
(crackers, granola bars, chips, fruit 
cups, ect.) for the families at the 
NICU at Cabell Huntington Hospital! 
What an awesome job! 
     From the United Methodists Men 
– made a $300 donation to the Boy 
Scouts Troop meeting at our Church, 
with proceeds from their annual golf 
outing! Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the outing! 
     With a recent Shoe Drive we were 
able to deliver 55 pairs of “gently 
used” shoes to Bella Consignment for 
their annual shoe drive to benefit 
Cabwaylingo Presbyterian Chapel. 
We also have, so far, collected about 
a dozen new shoes for children for 
the Chapel’s after school program. 
Please Note: We will still be 
accepting children’s shoes through 
the end of December! 
     Moriah Sharp, business 
entrepreneur – We are so pleased to 
have been able to help Moriah in her 
ministry efforts not only through 
monetary donations from the 
Pennington Class and the United 
Methodist Women , but also to 
support one of her own personal 
projects. Moriah is currently raising 
funds to help buy winter clothing for 
children (coats, hats, and gloves) in 3 
learning centers overseas. Thanks to 
the generosity of United Methodist 
Women, donations have been 
collected that will cover the needs for 
9 children! What a blessing! 
      Included in our mission giving this 
fall was a check for $1,000 to assist 
with expenses at the West Virginia 
United Methodist New Vision Depot 
near Beckley, a place for supplies to 
be stored for disaster relief 
throughout our area!  
     A New Need Expressed: Asbury 
Woods is our Western District 
Campgrounds, and it was recently 
reported a need for a new house for 
camp care-givers, Malorie and David 
Blankenship. The Western District is 
accepting funds for a double wide 
modular home as well as funds to 
repair the swimming pool. (Contact 
Steve Hensley, District Trustees 
chairman, for more information.)  
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“Whoever is kind to the poor, 
lends to the Lord, and He will 

reward them for what they have 
done.”  

Proverbs 19:17 
                    

Gina, Kay, and the 
Missions Committee 

 
 
 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD 

     This is the season to fill shoe 
boxes as part of a world-wide mission 
to proclaim the Gospel in more than 
100 countries around the world.  
Each shoebox filled with gifts can 
bring Good News and great joy to a 
child and family in need as they hear 
the story of our Savior’s birth!  Plan 
now to pack a “Shoe Box” individually 
or with a group over the next few 
weeks.  Additional information can be 
found in the pamphlet inside each 
empty shoebox or on the Samaritan’s 
Purse Website.  Thank you for taking 
part in this international children’s 
mission project!  (Durable plastic 
shoeboxes will be available in the 
Fellowship Classroom beginning 
Sunday, October 21. Final Collection 
Sunday - November 11. 
     In your shopping, you can focus 
on the age and gender of a child so 
that each box will be so labeled.  We 
are told NOT to include - toothpaste, 
candy, gum, used or damaged items, 
war-related items, food, liquids or 
lotions, breakable or glass items or 
aerosol cans.  SHIPPING donations 
have increased to $9.  Please include 
cash or a check inside the box, with 
the check made out to Samaritan’s 
Purse. (The $9 per box is a 
suggested donation.  This donation is 
critical for Operation Christmas Child 
to collect, process and ship shoebox 
gifts to more than 100 countries.  It 
also provides for ministry materials 
such as The Greatest Gift Gospel 
Booklet and The Ministry Partner 
Guide.) 

 
 

 
KROGER CARES 

      Another check has been issued to 
our church from Kroger Cares. When 
you register your Kroger discount 
card with Kroger, our church receives 
5% of your purchase.  This is free 
money. Each August participants are 
required to reregister. It is past that 
time again!  The new number for the 
Barboursville Kroger store is KS970. 
 To register, you may call 1-800-853-
3033 or visit  
 
www.kroger.com/account/enrollCom
munityRewardsNow/   
     Thank you for your faithful 
participation in this program over the 
years. 
 

 

 
 
MOJO MONDAY 
5TH   Jack, Levi, Chip 
12th   No School 
19th   No School 
26th   Larry, Julia, Russell 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
First Sunday–Becky & Sarah Damron 
Second Sunday – Stephanie Hoover 
Third Sunday -  Stephanie Fetty 
Fourth Sunday – Carla Snell/Mandy 
Null 

PARKING LOT GREETERS 
4th   Larry Dickens/Kelly McGuffin 
11th Tony Ryder/Pat Cornwell 
18th Gary Cox/Mike McClung 
25th Donnie Barbour/Kelly McGuffin 
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Details on page 3! 


