
 

From the Pastor:  
    A single day in Your courts  
      is better than a thousand                       
      anywhere else! -Psalm 84:10 
     It has always been the priority 
of God's people to meet together 
in order to worship God. But over 
the past 12 to 18 months the pan-
demic has created a downward 

spiral in Church attendance — and 
that's a great concern for me and 
you. When the regular routine for 
attending worship is broken, you 
often find a slow drifting from 
spiritual practices; we may be-
come negligent in prayer, studying 
God’s Word, and shrugging off 
worship or practicing stewardship. 
     The Psalm writer reminds us of 
the importance of meeting with 
God's people! He wrote that "one 
day with God's people in His pres-

ence" was more valuable than a 
thousand days spent anywhere 
else!  
     Now think about the most in-
credible day you've had! Maybe it 
was a trip to an amusement park 
or a special Christmas as a child. 
It could've been tickets to a cham-
pionship game – and your team 
won! Your wedding day or the 
day your child was born! Now 
take a thousand of those days and 
think about this: one day gathered 
with God's people in God's pres-
ence is better than a thousand of 
your best days! 
     That description should change 
the way we view our gathering 
with God's people! We need this 
spiritual discipline, and others 
need to see you in His “courts” for 
their own encouragement, too! 
     History tells us that the Chris-
tian Church has experienced sur-
prising growth through trial and 
troubles. And we certainly are in 
that kind of time now!  
     In Communist China, Christian 
believers went underground, meet-
ing in secret for many generations 
because Christianity was outlawed 
– but that’s when God  
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brought tremendous growth to His 
Church! The blessings God 
brought to those who were desper-
ate for fellowship and prayer with 
other believers are too great to 
count! That story of Christianity 
could be repeated in other hot-
spots such as Iran and Afghani-
stan ...people desperate for fellow-
ship with God’s people and hun-
gry for His Word were fed! New 
believers came to ex-
perience faith in Christ 
in the midst of reli-
gious persecution. 
     Because we live in 
a culture with so many 
pleasures, so many 
comforts and conven-
iences, it’s easy to live 
as though there is no 
need of God. The real 
danger is that we don’t understand 
the urgency of our need for a Sav-
ior – while Christian cultures in 
other parts of the world under-
stand it very clearly because their 
life is on the line for their faith, 
and they know that Jesus Christ 
makes a difference!  
     Today, the threat of com-
munism in China to the Christian 
church is replaced by the threat of 
a pandemic. Covid-19 is real and 

it’s not to be ignored, and so each 
of you needs to be cautious and 
intentional in how to follow 
through with your spiritual for-
mation. There are still ways for 
God’s people to connect with one 
another, understanding the value 
of faith-connections at a time 
when there are so many mislead-
ing imitations to real Christianity. 
     Stay connected! You can do 
that right now through live stream-

ing of our worship 
if you have a smart 
phone or computer. 
You can join a 
weekly on-line 
study group; just 
contact the Church 
or myself. You can 
attend the Sunday 
evening Prayer 
Warriors group as 

friends gather to pray for the pow-
er of God’s Spirit in our lives, our 
Church, and our Community. And 
if you have other ideas, we want 
to help you Connect! Please get 
off the sideline and get into the 
game for your spiritual formation! 

With Love, Pastor Kevin 

CHARGE  
CONFERENCE  

– and Guest Preacher, Rev. Jo-

seph (Joe) Hill  
     Our Church’s yearly Charge 
Conference will be held Sunday, 
November 21, immediately fol-
lowing worship. Rev. Joe Hill, 
our new District Superintendent 
will preside over the Conference 
and serve as our morning 
preacher. We look forward to 
having Rev. Hill join us! 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:  
     Today, as we write this, our hearts are heavy. The Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan is producing untold human tragedies. Desperate scenes at the 
Kabul airport – and the violence erupting across Afghanistan that West-
ern media does not see – portray an international tragedy of immense pro-
portion. 
     And for some 10,000 to 12,000 Afghan Christians, whose numbers 
have grown as they've worshiped in small, underground groups, this is a 
life-and-death emergency. They are being specifically and openly target-
ed by the Taliban. 
     These troubling events are a call to prayer. Family Research Council 
has been tracking the situation in Afghanistan, and we ask you to join 
others as we intercede for our endangered sisters and brothers there. Let 
us continue praying throughout the months of resettlement of these be-
lievers in countries around the world.  — from The Family Research 
Council  

OFFICE CLOSED 
     The church office will be 
closed Monday, September 
6th in observance of Labor 
Day. 
 



 

NEW PAINT at Church  
     Does it seem a little brighter around the sanctuary?  
     Our worship space just received a new coat of white paint in order to freshen up the 
area, and some of the cracks in the plaster have been repaired. Everything looks great 
across the worship area and hallways!  

YOUTH NEWS 
     Exciting things are happening in the SWAG (Saved With Amazing Grace)  
youth group! In-person meetings have begun and are held every Wednesday from 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., with dinner served at 6:00 p.m. 
     We will host a back to school bash on September 1 outdoors with hotdogs, 
minute-to-win-it style games and an ice cream bar! Gather your friends and bring 
them to hear about the upcoming events and lessons that we have planned.  
     If you have any questions or you would like to serve in this ministry, please 
reach out to Ashlee Gallion via text at 304-654-0088 or email ash-
galrn@gmail.com 
     Don’t forget to like and follow our Instagram account @_S.W.A.G_youth  

                --Blessings, Ashlee  

   MISSIONS 

     It is with heartfelt thanks that we recognize the many volunteers that make our 
Mission Team successful! Whether it's sorting clothes or counting jars of peanut 
butter, dropping a check in the offering plate or delivering supplies, we appreciate 
you!  
     The Celebration of Mission Event will be held in September if you missed mak-
ing a donation previously. Ebenezer Community Outreach Center as well as Great-
er Clarksburg Cooperative Parish can always use our help!     -The Mission Team                                     
 

UNDIE SUNDAY – October 17  
     Each year, the United Methodist Church sponsors a collection of undergarments 
for one of our local mission agencies in West Virginia. At the threshold of cold 
weather, we collect underwear, T-shirts, and socks for children and adults. Please 
mark your calendar to bring in donations during the first three Sundays in October! 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 
     The Church will sponsor one more Family Movie Night before cooler 
weather settles in. We’re inviting you and your friends to come view  Zoo-
topia  on Saturday, September 25, in the side yard at the Gene Gwinn Pic-
nic Shelter. This is a great event to invite other neighbors and friends! 
Bring your blankets or lawn chairs for a showing around 7:50 p.m. 
(depending on darkness / dusk). 

NURSERY WORKER NEEDED  
     One of our nursery attendants has moved to Morgantown for 
school and we need to hire another reliable caregiver for our 
Children on Sunday mornings. If interested, contact Jon Fannin 
at 304 417-5611, or Lisa in the Church Office, 304 736-4583.  



 
     The United Methodist Men would like to thank all those who participated in the John Call Memorial 
Golf Outing Saturday, August 21st.  In edition to the entrance fee from the participants, many donations 
were received from local businesses and from church members.  If you are patronizing these businesses, 
please take time to thank them:  Donations were received from: 
 
 
  
 
 
                      
   
     
 
  
     Additional thanks to those who donated coffee and donuts and the women of the church who made 
cookies for the event. 
     Proceeds from this event were $1,294.00 and will go to support Boy Scout Troops #88, #733, The Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, S.W.A.G. Youth Group, and other missions supported by the United Meth-
odist Men. Thank you to all.                                                                                             --Jack Perkins 

Riviera Country Club 
Creekside Golf Course 
Sugarwood Golf Course 
Esquire Golf Course 
Christopher’s Eats 
Marco’s Pizza 
Honey Baked Ham 

Oscars 
Fratelli’s 
Tower Grocery 
O'Charley’s   
Starbucks 
Outback 
Tortilla Factory 

Fat Patty’s 
Chili’s 
Olive Garden 
Randy Rhoades, Financial 
Advisor 

Jabo Supply 

GOLF TOURNAMENT SUCCESS! -- Thank you for your support! 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE 

     The Bees are back!  The staff at Busy Bees Preschool would like to welcome all par-
ents and students , new and veteran, back to our school.  Thank you all for your dedica-
tion and patience as we work to get our 2021-2022 school year started.  We are looking 
forward to a fun year full of growth , learning , and many, many blessings. 
     The Bible story for September is Creation and our verse is Psalms 139-14 “I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made.”  
     This month we will celebrate our country with a small America Parade on September 
9th and 10th at 10:30 a.m., and since September is NICU Awareness month we will be 
collecting non-perishable snack and microwavable foods and flip-flops (for the parents 
to wear in the communal shower area) for the Cabell Huntington Hospital; NICU as our 
mission project. 

Count Your Many Blessings 

 
You can read… 
 ...so you are luckier than over one billion people who cannot read at all. 
 
If you woke up this morning with more health than illness… 
 ...then you are more blessed than the million who will not survive the week… 
 If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the 
agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation… 
 ...then you are ahead of five hundred million people in the world. 
If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over your head and a 
place to sleep… 
 ...then you are richer than seventy-five per cent of the world’s population.  
If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace… 
 ...then you are among the top eight per cent of the world’s wealthiest. 
If you can read a list like this, then you don’t belong to the one billion people who CAN-
NOT read... 



 September 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

NO ReFit 

2 

 

3 
NO ReFit 

4 

5 6NO ReFit 

Labor Day 
Office Closed 

7 

6:30 p.m. 
SPRC Meeting 

8 
*7:30 a.m. 
Save -A-Life Day 

9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 

 

16 17 18 

19 20 

7:00 p.m. 
Nominations Mtg. 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

SUNDAY 
9:45 a.m.  

Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship 
 
 

MONDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 
7:00 p.m. 
  Scouts  

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 
6:00 p.m. 

S.W.A.G. Youth 
 
 

FRIDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 
 

WEEKLY 

*Fellowship Baptist Church 

1st 
Becky Damron 

2nd  
Sarah Damron 

3rd  
Malinda Adkins 
Connie Gesner 

4th  
Carole Ann Johnson 
c/o Tammy Johnson 
9385 Pickerington  

OH,43147 
5th  

Anabella Godfrey 
8th 

Reba Swann 
Russell Prichard  

9th  
Rhett Hoover 

10th  
Megan McKinney 

11th 
Dianna Burton 

12th 
Chris Roy 

14th  
Karen Turman 

15th  
Sandee Damron 

Nash Merritt 
16th  

Brendi Nibert 
18th  

Andrew Johnson 

21st  
Larry Thaxton 

22nd  
Vickie Short 

24th  
Tenny Crockett 

Jean Mays 
25th 

Amy Reiter 
Amy Herrenkohl 

27th  
Jaedon Prentice 

28th  
Charlotte Crandall 
Kathryn Weekly 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 1 
Trey & Allie Womack 

 
SEPTEMBER 5 

Roger & Delora Call 
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