
 

     Our Bibles tell us the importance 
of gathering with other Christian be-
lievers so that we grow in our under-
standing of how we can relate with 
our heavenly Father. As a Church 
together, we are being shaped with 
hearts to love one another with great-
er attention and action! The Bible 

says: He has given us this com-
mand: Those who love God must 
also love their fellow believers. — 
1 John 4:21 
     We call the avenues by which we 
connect with God a Christian’s 
“spiritual disciplines." As you may 
know, there are wonderful resources 
on the internet that serve as guides 
with spiritual disciplines. One recent 
resource, simple to review comes 
from Cru, the new brand from Cam-
pus Crusade for Christ. Take time to 
visit this site early in Lent and choose 
one or two new disciplines for your-
self!  
      10 Spiritual Disciplines to 

Strengthen Your Faith 
      https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-    

and-grow/spiritual-growth/ spiritu-
aldisciplines-strengthen-faith.html 

 T H E  M E S S E N G E R  —  S P E C I A L  S P R I N G  E D I T I O N  

Don’t forget 
to  

Spring forward! 

I N S I D E  t h i s  i s s u e  

 

• United Methodist Conference 

News 

• New Methodist Denomination 

Announced 

• Your Spiritual Evaluation 

• Mission Team News 

• Youth News 

• Calendar/March Celebrations 

• News from the Hive 

VISIT US ONLINE  www.steelememorial.com 

MARCH  
2022 

Messenger 
A PUBLICATION OF STEELE MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

INSIDE this issue 

The mission of the United Methodist Church  
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

MASKING: OPTIONAL 
With the Covid.19 trend in decline, face-masking at 
church will now be considered optional. 

 

DAY-LIGHT SAVINGS TIME begins the morning 

of March 13. Move your clocks forward one hour Saturday night 
as we prepare for Sunday School and worship this weekend! 
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NEWS CONCERNING THE UNITED METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE 

Dear Clergy, Laity, and Friends of the West Virginia Conference: 
     The next General Conference of The United Methodist Church will take place in 2024. The General Com-
mission on General Conference made this decision based on a number of factors. 
     For now, we are called to wait on the Lord! As we have done with previous postponements of the General 
Conference, the churches and the faithful people of the West Virginia Conference will continue to focus on the 
mission and ministry of Christ! The biblical mandate for the Church is to share the good news of Christ. To 
reach people with the saving knowledge of Christ. To make disciples of Christ. To feed, shelter, clothe, visit, 
weep with those who weep, rejoice with those who rejoice — and to do all of this while making known the 
praise, the joy, the worship, and the transforming power of Jesus Christ! 
     Peace, 
     Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 

     There has been news recently about the schism within the 
United Methodist Church, dividing churches along theological 
lines into two separate denominations. The conservative group 
has organized over the past three years with the new Global 
Methodist Church name, and they are set to launch their brand 
May 1.  
      The action to launch an alternative brand of the Methodist 
family, an orthodox position that aligns with the denomination’s 
founder, John Wesley from the 18

th
 century, has moved for-

ward due to the postpone-
ment of our Church’s General 
Conference for two more 
years, in 2024.  
      But this action to “launch” 
doesn’t demand immediate 
action on the part of any one 
congregation.  
     The movement toward 
separation has come be-
cause of different biblical in-
terpretations of human sexu-
ality, specifically homosexual-
ity. The traditional position of 
the United Methodist Church includes a ban on same-sex wed-
dings and on the ordination of “self-avowed practicing” gay 
ministers.  
     This marks the third delay of what many have expected to 
be a pivotal global gathering. After decades of intensifying de-
bate and defiance to the church bans on same-sex weddings 
and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy, the General Confer-

ence has received a variety of proposals for denominational 
separation. 
     The most endorsed of these proposals is the Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation. If adopted, the 
protocol would allow churches and annual conferences that 
support the historical restrictions on gay marriage and ordina-
tion to leave with clear title to all their property and assets. The 
Wesleyan Covenant Association is leading the formation of the 
Global Methodist Church. 

     Because of the delay in the 
General Conference, (due in part 
to the inability for delegates 
around the world to receive visas 
to enter the United States), the 
Protocol cannot be adopted until 
at least 2024, at which time the 
Protocol includes an agreement 
that the Global Methodist Church 
would receive $25 million in Unit-
ed Methodist funds to form the 
new denomination.   
     It is believed that individual 
annual conferences will be al-

lowed to hold a vote following the 2024 General Conference, 
as an opportunity to declare which side of the theological spec-
trum they would choose. Individual church congregations and 
ministers could also declare their place. As stated earlier, there 
is not an immediate demand to act or declare a vote as we 
continue to be governed under the traditional statements of the 
2016 Book of Discipline.  

A NEW METHODIST DENOMINATION IS ABOUT TO LAUNCH 

 

Color the happy in someone’s life  



 
     The season of Lent is both rich and scary. The season is 
rich because we are invited to dig deep into our faith practices 
and determine whether we are on the right path to becoming 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are encouraged to look at our 
whole lives and then to lay them alongside the life of Christ and 
see how we measure up. That is where the scary part comes 
in. 
     Being honest with ourselves is a difficult 
exercise; that’s part of why we need forty 
days to do it. It takes diligence and disci-
pline and a whole lot of grace to see our-
selves as we truly are. In fact, it might be 
argued that we are incapable of doing this 
Lenten thing on our own. It is simply beyond 
our capabilities and certainly beyond our 
inclinations. The only hope we have is to be 
gathered up in Jesus. 
     In Luke 13:34, the gospel text for the 
Second Sunday in Lent, Jesus tells us how 
He wants to gather us up, like a mother hen 
gathers her brood. He wants us to claim 
Him, to run to Him, to be loved and cared 
for by Him. But this is not to avoid the Lenten examination. It is 
to be able to endure it. We can stand the scrutiny of the ques-
tions about the state of our souls because we have one who 
will love us no matter what we find. We can be honest with our 
failings and our successes because there is one who cheers 
us on no matter how we have run the race so far. 
      
 

     The season of Lent is essential for those who really want to 
be disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the  
world. Because a part of what we learn in this time of self ex-
amination is that we are what might be most in need of trans-
formation. We might find that what needs to grow in faith and 
discipleship is the church and that the transformation of the 

world begins with building bridges and gather-
ing up rather than with criticizing and condemn-
ing. 
     There is something significant and moving 
about your faithfulness and willingness to jour-
ney toward discipleship. Lent calls us not to 
condemnation, but to encouragement and to 
move into the loving arms of Christ. So let us 
create space for worshipers to spend time in 
prayer and confession. This could come  during 
the music or with the call to repentance as we 
respond to the loving grace of Jesus. Let us 
create space for one another to gather and 
grow in spiritual formation groups, whether it is 
in your Sunday School classes or the Lenten 
Study on Grace! We welcome you into this 

wonderful time of year knowing that the Holy Spirit is our com-
panion, accepting us in the midst of our faults and flaws, and 
through grace, is lifting us up to a new day in the favor of our 
loving God! 
— excerpts from "Gathered Up in Jesus"; author unknown 

FROM THE PASTOR:  

YOUR SPIRITUAL EVALUATION 

Pastor Kevin 

We have tomorrow! 
     During the Korean conflict, Marguerite Higgins, an award winning reporter covering the 

war, asked a young soldier, “If I could give you anything in the world you wanted, what would 

you ask for?” 

     It was a freezing day. The soldier was eating out of a tin can.  His face was a bit muddy.  He 

thought about Miss Higgins’ question for a few seconds, and then replied, “Give me tomor-

row.”  

     Christians are people who not only have today, but also have tomorrow.  That is, because 

we are people who believe in the resurrected Christ, we believe that whatever comes, what-

ever happens to us in this life, we will be victorious.  The Bible proclaims that “Death has been 

swallowed up in victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54, NRSV). 

     St. Paul put it this way:  “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57, NRSV).  We who trust in the God who raised Jesus from the dead 

have tomorrow already assured. 



               
     It’s that time of year again! Time to share our bless-
ings with those less fortunate. As part of the Western 
District, this year we will be supporting New Vision De-
pot, Scott’s Run, and Volunteers in Mission.  
     New Vision Depot is a new and exciting extension 
ministry created by the West Virginia Annual Conference 
Disaster Response Committee. Located near the South-
ern Coal Fields, New Vision Depot provides a quick, 
ready access to critical supplies and materials to help 
survivors in their  recovery from natural disasters. The 
Depot is housed in a 6,000 square foot warehouse locat-

ed  within the for-
mer USDA complex 
on Airport Road in 
Beaver, WV, and 
works in conjunction  
with the Raleigh 
County Office of 
Emergency Man-
agement. It func-
tions as a ware-
house to  readily 
supply relief and 
recovery supplies in 
the immediate after-

math of a disaster.  Additionally, as a distribution hub, 
The Depot enables maximum accountability for incoming 
and  outgoing supplies acquired through the many gen-
erous monetary and in-kind donations received  by the 
WV Conference Disaster Response Ministries during 
disasters. The Depot was birthed  and “baptized” during 
the June 2016 flooding event.   
     A second building on the New Vision Depot property 
has recently been renovated and now  provides an area 
for work teams to stay at the complex with sleeping      

 
areas, showers and a place  to prepare meals. This sec-
ond building also provides adequate space for staff, work 
teams and  volunteers to build and inspect flood/clean-
up buckets, health kits, and school kits.   
    We continually need your prayers, your in-kind dona-
tions, your hands-on service and cash funding.   
 
NEEDS LIST:  

• Cleaning Items: 32-64oz. bottle liquid laundry deter-
gent, 4-8oz. pump spray air freshener, 6- 14oz. 
pump spray insect repellant or packets, scrub brush-
es, reusable cleaning wipes, scouring  pads.  

• Storage Containers: 33-45 gallon size heavy-duty 
trash bags, gallon and quart Zip Lock  bags, 2.5 gal-
lon Zip Lock bags.  

• Miscellaneous Items: N95 respirator dust masks, 
leather work gloves, heavy duty extension  cords, 50 
or 100 foot clothes line, Non Cellulose Sponges.  

• School Items: Packs of loose-leaf paper, hand-held 
pencil sharpeners, rulers, blunt scissors,  box of 24 
crayons, one-subject notebooks.  

• Personal Care Items: paper towels, bathroom tissue, 
hand towels, combs (NO pocket combs),  toenail and 
fingernail clippers.  

     During the whole month of March, we will be collect-
ing for New Vision. We are requesting any items from 
the above list. Each Sunday, you may leave your dona-
tions at the entrance in the box marked New Vision.  
  
“Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one 
who has none, and anyone who has food should do the 
same.” Luke3:11 
      
     If you have any questions, please contact Gina Crews 
at 304-544-9696 or Crystal Merritt at 304-972-7819. 

MISSION TEAM NEWS 

YOUTH NEWS - S.W.A.G. 

     Are you looking for something to 
do on a Wednesday evening? Well, if 
you are in middle school or high 
school, we would love to welcome 
you on Wednesday 
nights at 6:00 p.m. to 
our youth group where 
we join in food and 
fellowship each week. 
We are excited about 
the growth of our youth 
group and creating 
relationships with one 
another while growing 
our relationship with 
Christ! 
     A church lock-in is 
planned for April 1st!!  Adult volunteer 
chaperones will be needed. If you 
would like to volunteer help with this 

event, please reach out to Ashlee 
Gallion via call or text at 304-654-
0088.  In addition to the lock-in, the 
youth group will be participating in 

“Youth Sunday” on April 
3rd. All youth are wel-
come to serve in the Sun-
day morning worship on 
this day. Again, please let 
Ashlee Gallion know if you 
can participate. 
     We are thankful for the 
recent donations of 
couches for our youth 
lounge room.  Our group 
is growing, and these co-
zy seats are popular 

items. We would welcome additional 
comfy seating options if you have 
some to donate!  



 

     The Bees are getting anxious for spring to arrive! 
We are tired of hibernating! This month's Bible story is 
Noah's Ark. Our Bible verse is: Philippians 4:6 “Do not 
be anxious about anything." March’s mission project is 
collecting new children's underwear for ECCHO. Our 
Bees get a big kick out of this mission!  
     This month we will celebrate St. Patrick's Day by 
going on a shamrock hunt through the building. We will 
be looking for that pesky Leprechaun and trying to find 
his gold! We will also have Wacky Wednesday when 
we all dress crazy for the day.  
     Fall enrollment is continuing for the community. All 
classes are full except for students turning 2 or 3 years 
old by September 1, 2022. Anyone interested in 

these classes must meet with the director prior to regis-
tration. Thank you all for your continued love and sup-
port! 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st  
Kristin Johnson 

3rd 
Judy Hayes 

4th  
Andrew Damron 

Luke Damron 
5th  

Paul Turman, Jr. 
Alan Beasley 

7th 
Mildred Maynard 

8th 
Laura Blake 

10th  
Kylie Fisher 

15th  
Ralph Sager 

Peggy Fillmore 
Noah Barebo 

18th  
Todd Lester 

21st  
Teresa Pickett 
Willie Adkins 

 

 
 
 

22nd  
Sue Ballengee 

24th  
Greg Crews 

27th 
Linda Kelley 

28th 
Tim Damron 

Ella Kate Kinker 
 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

17th  
Reid & Sue Ann 

Carroll 
 

20th  
Mike & JeanAnne 

McClung 
 

23rd 
Bobby &  Molllie 

Bannister 
 

28th  
Greg & Connie 

Gesner 
 

31st  
Brad & Crystal 

Merritt 
 

March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Lenten Bible 
Study 1pm 

2 
Ash  

Wednesday 

3 4 5 

6 
 

7 8 
Lenten Bible 
Study 1pm 

9 10 11 12 

13 
Spring Forward! 

 

14 15 
Lenten Bible 
Study 1pm 

16 17 18 19 

20 
First Day  
 Of Spring 

21 22 
Lenten Bible 
Study 1pm 

23 
No  

Youth Meeting 

24 25 26 

27 
 

28 29 
Lenten Bible 
Study 1pm 

30 31   

SUNDAY 
9:45 a.m.  

Sunday School 
10:45 a,m. 

Morning Worship 
5:30 p.m. 

Prayer Warriors 
(1st & 3rd Sunday) 

MONDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 
6:30 p.m. 

Cubs 
6:30 p.m. 

Scouts 
 

WEDNESDAY 
5:30 p.m. 

All Stars 4-Jesus 
6:00 p.m. 

S.WA.G. Youth 

FRIDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 

Middle and High school Sunday school 
will NOT meet Sunday, March 20th.  



 
Steele Memorial United Methodist Church 

733 Shaw Street 
PO Box 346 
Barboursville, WV  25504 
Phone: (304) 736-4583 
www.steelememorial.com 

     It is you, O Lord, who brings light and salvation to us.  
     We praise you for your gracious gifts. 

March 13th! 


