
 

GIVING UP TO GIVE 
AWAY:  
 

SHOES FOR CHILDREN 
    The Lent season, the six weeks 
leading up to Easter, has traditionally 
been a time of self-denial for believ-
ers as we focus on the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ and the sacrifices we, 
too, can take. The Church is collect-
ing tennis shoes for children in need 
at the Village of Barboursville Ele-
mentary School.  The school main-
tains a closet of shoes for children 
they identify as in need of new shoes.  
Children grow fast, so there is a con-
stant need! Donors can select a gen-
der and shoe size from what is avail-
able on the cross in our Church lob-
by, (pink for girls; blue for boys). 
These shoe contributions are due 
back before Easter! 
 —Sponsored by the Engage/ 
  Reaching New People Team 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
YOUNG ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS  
      
    

  A new Sunday School class has 
begun meeting downstairs in the new 
fellowship hall on Sunday mornings, 
9:40 a.m.  Having just started in Feb-
ruary with nearly 30 in attendance, 
Patrick Wagoner is taking the group 
through the Gospel of Mark – so that 
“God’s Word will be at work in 
you!” (1 Thessalonians 2:13)   
     This group caters especially to 
those who are in their 20s and 30s – 
we have a place for you! 
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    Think with me: How does the Bible begin to stimulate a 
new believer? What happens inside a person’s mind or spirit 
when faith is created?  
     My devotional reading has me in 1 Thessalonians, and 
I’m intrigued by the way the Apostle Paul 
described his work among the people when 
he lived with them. He said, “We pleaded 
with you, encouraged you, and urged 
you to live your lives in a way that God 
would consider worthy.” (2:12)  He used 
all of his best persuasive skills to help those 
who lived in Thessalonica to hear, to under-
stand, and to embrace the love of God who 
sent His Son, Jesus, to suffer the guilt and 
punishment for the entire human race! 
     When we tell that story with the love we 
have for others, they will see the extremes 
to which God would go to bring them a life 
of peace, joy and hope! A yearning will burn 
inside of them, a flicker at first. It will be hard to identify; even 
harder to describe! But with our own pleading, encourage-
ment, and urging – we can interpret for others what they are 
sensing or feeling: there is a God who loves them so deeply, 

so desperately, that they can do nothing but surrender to 
Him!  
     But none of this happens without the Holy Spirit, who us-
es the message that is introduced by you to persuade and 

connect spiritually with that person’s own 
spirit! It’s like the “A-ha!” moment when a 
person discovers a solution to a problem! 
And the gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed a 
solution to a great problem! We are empty 
or dead inside because of sin – and the 
cross of Christ and His rising from the dead 
makes us alive! He gives us new birth!  
     The place where most of us breakdown 
with the good news is the “pleading, encour-
aging, and urging.”  Who do you want to see 
come into God’s kingdom and glory? Will 
you pray specifically for that very thing? And 
know that the salvation-experience happens 
because the Holy Spirit ignites the meeting 

between the Message, the messenger, and the recipient.  
     Paul tells us that God’s Word “continues to work in” those 
who believe! So let His Word work 
wonderful things in you!  

F R O M  T H E  P A S T O R :  

God’s Word is at work in you believers 
(1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

Pastor Kevin 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP: Christ in the Passover 

     
      Jesus' Last Supper was actually a Jewish Passover. Miriam Borok of 
Jews for Jesus will re-create the traditional Passover service and explain 
how it foreshadowed Jesus' death and resurrection in a presentation called 
"Christ  in the Passover" at Steele Memorial United Methodist Church on 
Thursday, April 9th at 6:30 PM. 
     Miriam Borok will set a table with items traditionally used at the Passo-
ver meal and detail their spiritual significance. She will also explain the 
connection between the events of the first Passover in Egypt and the re-
demption that Jesus accomplished, as well as the deep bond between the 
ancient Passover feast and the Christian communion celebration today. 
     Jews for Jesus has presented "Christ in the Passover" at over 38,000 
churches. It has been enthusiastically received by Christians who appreci-
ate learning more about the Jewish backgrounds of their faith. Moishe 
Rosen, who founded Jews for Jesus in 1973, has also co-written the book, 
Christ in the Passover with his wife, Ceil. This creative work includes a look 
at Passover in ancient times and how it is practiced today. It will be availa-
ble after the presentation. Also available will be a DVD of the Christ in the 
Passover presentation with David Brickner, the executive director of Jews 
for Jesus, officiating. 
     Brickner, a fifth-generation Jewish believer in Jesus, succeeded Rosen 
as Executive Director in 1996. Brickner has kept Jews for Jesus on the cut-
ting edge as the ministry has expanded and established branches in eleven 
countries, including the United States, Brazil, Israel, Russia, France, and 
South Africa. "We exist to make the Messiahship of Jesus an unavoidable 
issue to our Jewish people worldwide," Brickner states. "There are still a 
few that haven't heard of us!" 
     Miriam Borok will be happy to answer questions after the presentation. 
Call (304) 736-4583 or visit http://www.steelememorial.com/ for more infor-
mation. There is no admission charge. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION at Steele Memorial United Methodist Church 
       
     The invitation to holy communion is an open invitation to all who are worshiping 
with us, the first Sunday of each month. The order of worship offers the instruc-
tions: “Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him, who earnestly repent 
of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.”  We are led forward in an 
orderly manner with the assist from our ushers. Coming to the front of the aisle, 
you receive an individual piece of bread and cup where you “take and eat ...and 
drink in remembrance” of Christ’s sacrifice for us all! In this way, we are taking into 
ourselves that which becomes for us the body and the blood of Jesus Christ. 
Many participants will kneel at the altar for a personal time of prayer. We encour-
age you to come in a way that is comfortable for you!  
     Communion Offering: An offering plate is in the center of the aisle, a place for a 
voluntary love offering that allows the Church to respond to emergency needs 
within the congregation or the community that you help us identify.  

MOVIE NIGHT OUT  
     With the season of Easter approach-
ing, the movie theaters usually have a 
faith-based family movie opening! This 
month, I Still Believe is that movie, 
showing what true love looks like – love 
that begins with Christ at the center. It’s 
the unique story of singer, song-writer 
Jeremy Camp and his wife Melissa. “I 
Still Believe is the kind of love story 
that’s been missing in our theaters. It’s 
refreshingly honest and gritty and show-
cases a love that maintains innocence but 
does not lack passion. You’ll leave with a 
desire to both experience and express 
the right kind of love.”   
     A group from our Church is attending 
the movie at Pullman Square March 15, 
3:40 p.m. There may still be a few tickets 
from a bunch of 50 that were  
purchased, $7.50 each. Check with the 
Church office administrator.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ADULT SOFTBALL 
LEAGUE  
     It won’t be long before we get the ball 
and gloves out for spring training! Our 
Church will sponsor a softball team, both 
men and women, playing games in the 
Barboursville area, beginning May 4. The 
format is two games per week 
(doubleheaders). Teams can be made up 
of male and female players, with only 10 
on the field at a time. The league will host 
Church, Office, and Neighborhood 
groups. Interested players should contact 
the Church office to get on the roster. 
Experience tells us that the more the bet-
ter we are as a team because some will 
miss for family or vacation time, allowing 
others to rotate in for playing time! 

 

 
FASTING: Opening the door to a 
deeper, more intimate, more powerful 
relationship with God,  
by Jentezen Franklin  
     This is the resource book for those 
interested in reading more about the spir-
itual discipline of fasting, available at any 
of your favorite book dealers.  

 

HELP WANTED!   
      

     Our Church Treasurer is resigning – 
effective the end of March. Applicants for 
the part-time paid position should provide 
application and resume, with an applica-
tion form available in the Church Office. 
The role of the treasurer requires approxi-
mately 10 hours per week.  
 

 

 



 

Legends’ Luncheon 
Thursday, March 19th 11:30 a.m 

New Fellowship Hall 
 

•     “I don’t understand why they can’t just quit!” 
•     “If you loved us enough, you would quit!” 
•     “They could quit if they wanted to!" 
•     “If you won’t quit for yourself, then quit for your children!” 
     Have you ever heard any of these comments? Perhaps 
you’ve even said them! If so, chances are you probably don’t 
understand the dynamics of addiction. The National Institute 
on Drug Abuse defines addiction as a chronic, relapsing disor-
der, characterized by compulsive drug-seeking, continued use, 
despite harmful consequences and long-lasting changes in the 
brain. It is considered a complex brain disorder and a mental 
illness.  
     The initial decision to take drugs may (or may not) be vol-
untary. Brain imaging studies show physical changes in the 
brain critical for judgment, decision-making, learning, memory, 
and behavior control:  the “brain disease.”  No single factor 
determines who becomes addicted and who does not. Genet-
ics, environment, and developmental factors as a child ma-
tures influence the risk. 
     Many people believe there is no harm in taking one drink or 
smoking marijuana now and then. Unfortunately, for some 
people, it opens a “gate” that can never be closed. 
     Let me tell you about a girl whose initial drug use was not 
voluntary. Her parents were addicts. They “drugged” her when 
she was only a little child, so she would cooperate with the 
men who came to take advantage of her little body as payment 

for more drugs. When she was old enough to decide, she 
wanted the peace that came from drugs to escape the horror 
of the many rapes, diseases, and physical torture she had en-
dured, even by her own parents. She was left with the inability 
to ever have children of her own. When she tried to “quit,” she 
was already addicted. She is still trying. 
     Let me tell you about a boy who was a star football player. 
His senior year of high school, he was offered a scholarship to 
play college football, but unfortunately, had suffered a severe 
injury that required surgery. It was painful, so narcotics were 
prescribed. There were complications, more surgeries, more 
therapy, and more drugs. This was before his doctors under-
stood the dangers of the opioids. His dreams of ever playing 
football again were crushed. It wasn’t long before his sole fo-
cus was simply on walking. Depression set in. His life had for-
ever been changed and he was addicted to pain killers. 
     These are just two of the many, many real life stories we 
have heard over the years. 
     Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, 12-Step recovery 
program for anyone struggling with hurt, pain, or addiction. 
Every Tuesday evening we offer a friendly, non-judgmental 
environment, a warm meal, praise and worship time, a teach-
ing lesson and small group discussion. With minds centered 
on the bible, Celebrate Recovery has a success rate of nearly 
85% for those in recovery. We LOVE hearing these gut-
wrenching stories that end with people explaining how only 
God was able to deliver them from a life of addiction! 
     We appreciate everyone who donates clothing, household 
goods, and furniture to our recovery closet! We thank you for 
providing meals and donating your time and money! 
     Remember, things are not always as they may seem at 
first. 

THE TERMS OF ADDICTION AND RECOVERY 

      
 
 

THE MISSION OF GIVING! 
     A big THANK YOU to all who donated cans of soup! Our 
total was 650 cans collected, delivering them to the ECCHO 
Food Pantry. Praise the Lord!  
     We now turn our efforts to the Celebration of Mission Event 
(COME) which will be held May 3, with the District Conference. 
We are giving to The House of the Carpenter in Wheeling, WV 
and Upshur Parish House in Buckhannon.  
     Our focus in March will be The House of the Carpenter, 
located on Wheeling Island, an ever-evolving ministry, commit-
ted to engaging the community in a holistic fashion, responding 
to the changing needs of their neighbors. Visit their website for 
more information on the numerous ministries which include 
utility assistance, a thrift store, and food pantry. You can desig-
nate a financial contribution, using a pew envelope and mark-
ing it “House of the Carpenter,” or choose from the list of their 
greatest needs at this time: 
 
1.Personal care items:  soap, shampoo, deodorant, tooth-

brushes, toothpaste 
2.Cleaning supplies:  laundry detergent, Clorox wipes, dish-

washing liquid, multipurpose cleaner, paper towels, 
toilet paper 

3.Thrift Store:  Underwear, sock, shoes, and new and gently 
used clothing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 
 
 
 
     The next Legends Luncheon is scheduled for March 
19, 11:30 a.m. in the New Fellowship Hall. Teresa Blake 
has arranged for Jane Marks, from AARP, to present a 
program on Moving for Seniors (think “movement” and 
mobility). The Young Adult Sunday school Class has gra-
ciously offered to provide lunch. This is for any of our re-
tired or senior members and friends. Mark this date on 
your calendar and take this opportunity to Bring a Friend to 
Your Church!  

 

  – Sponsored by the ENGAGE Ministry 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
Date: June 15-19;  

Time: 9:00 a.m to 11:30 a.m.  
     Help kids take up the gauntlet and 
accept the challenge to “armor up” and 
be strong by remaining with God and 
sharing God’s love to the world!  
     We are seeking volunteers. Please 
text: Whitney Stead  304-638-5680, Ash-
ley Kinker 304-634-6921 or Brendi Nibert    
304-617-9933 to volunteer your time! 
 

2020 RELAY FOR AUTISM  
is scheduled for April 25

th
 at Huntington’s 

Ritter Park. If you would like to sponsor 
the Western District United Methodist 
Clergy team or register your own team, 
you may do so at: 
http://www.tristateracer.com/Race direc-
tor/participant/register.php?
RaceID=10651.This is an opportunity for 
our clergy to support one of our own and 
raise awareness of autism in our commu-
nity. 
 

UNITED METHODIST  
WOMEN’S BREAKFAST 
     The 46

th
 Annual United Methodist 

Women’s Easter breakfast will be held  
April 4th  at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
hall of Barboursville First United Method-
ist Church for $5 per person.   
     This breakfast is an inspirational time 
of fellowship with other United Methodist 
women and their friends.  For reserva-
tions, please call Joyce Spencer at 304-
736-4522 or 304-654-9958 by Wednes-
day, April 1st for reservations.  
 

COX LANDING UMC 
      One of our sister Churches will host 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Male Chorus 
on Sunday, March 15, 6:00 P.M.  All in 
the community are invited to attend!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE 
     The Bees are getting anxious for 
spring to arrive! We are tired of hibernat-
ing! March’s Bible story is Easter, our 
Bible verse is "2 Corinthians 5:17 If any-
one is in Christ, he is a new creation", 
and our mis-
sion project is 
collecting new 
children's un-
derwear for 
ECCHO. The 
Bees get a big 
kick out of this 
mission!                  
     This month 
we will cele-
brate St. Patrick's Day by going on a 
shamrock hunt through the building. We 
will be looking for that pesky Leprechaun 
and trying to find his gold! We will also 
have Wacky Wednesday when we all 
dress crazy.     
      Open enrollment for fall for the com-
munity is on March 3. All classes are full 
except for students turning 2 or 3 years 
old by September 1, 2020. Anyone inter-
ested in these classes must meet with 
the director prior to registration. Thank 

you all for your continued love & support! 

rightnow MEDIA 
 

What It Is:  
     We have a free gift for you! I’m excit-
ed to share that our church now has ac-
cess to an extensive, new video library 
called RightNow Media! 
     It’s like the "Netflix of Video Bible 
Studies" and has a HUGE library of faith-
based videos that you can access when-
ever and wherever you want — on your 
phone, tablet, computer, or on your TV at 
home. You will have FREE access to 
thousands of video resources to help you 
with parenting, marriage, discipleship and 
more. It includes content for all ages and 
stages of life, and all of your family mem-
bers are invited to set up their own ac-
counts as well. 
     Most of these are teachings, or les-
sons, by some of the leading names in 
Bible Studies. Additionally, the library of 
resources includes the very best cartoon 
presentations for your Children that will 
strengthen the values you want them to 
learn!  
 

How Do I Connect?   
     Download the RightNow Media app 
for your smart phone, tablet, Apple TV, 
Roku, or Amazon Fire TV.  
     We’ve created a custom “Text Code” 
for our church. It’s so easy! All you need 
to do is Text:  Rightnow SMUMC to 
41411 to sign up for your free RightNow 
Media access. You will receive a re-
sponse with our Church account as you 
provide your username and your own 
password.  
 
Who Can Join?   
     YOU can join! 
This is for our mem-
bers and friends, and 
each of your family 
members! Those 
who are connected 
to the Church 
through the Busy 
Bees Pre-School or 
our Scouting fami-
lies, Celebrate Recovery, or any other 
friend to the Church are included! And it’s 
FREE! because the Church pays a sub-
scription fee!  

 

March 8th! 

 

To: 41411 
 
 
Text: 
Rightnow 
SMUMC 

 
March 1st        Whitney Stead 
March 8th        Stephanie Hoover 
        Patty Mast 
March 15th        Stephanie Fetty 
March 22nd        Becky Damron 
        Sarah Damron 
March 29th        Lori Turman 
 

March 1st         Terri Wooten 
          Mike McClung 
March 8th          Donnie Barbour 
          Kelly McGuffin 
March 15th          Larry Dickens 
          Terri Wooten 
March 22nd          Kelly McGuffin 
          Tony Ryder 
March 29th          Mike McClung 
          Donnie Barbour
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

March 17th 
Reid & Sue Ann Carroll 

 

March 20th  
Mike & Jean Anne McClung 

 
March 23rd  

Bobby & Mollie Bannister 
 

March 28th 
Greg & Connie Gesner 

 
March 31st  

Brad & Crystal Merritt 

 
 
 

March 3rd 
Judy Hayes 

 
March 4th  

Andrew Damron 
Luke Damron 

 
March 5th  

Paul Turman, Jr. 
 

March 7th  
Mildred Maynard 

 

March 8th  
Laura Blake 

 

March 10th  
Kylie Fisher 

 

March 15th  
Noah Barebo 

Peggy Fillmore 
 

March 18th 
Todd Lester 

 

March 21st  
Sue Ballengee 
Teresa Pickett 

 

March 24th  
Greg Crews 

 

March 26th  
Allie Womack 

 

March 27th  
Chase Blower 

Dave Brier 
Linda Kelly 

 
March 28th  
Tim Damron 

 

 “For You formed my inward parts; You 

covered me in my mother’s womb.” 

Psalm 139:13 

Elliot Kate Hensel 
February 21, 2020 

7lbs 13oz 
 

     Ellie Kate is daughter of Eli and Katie 
Hensel, her proud grandparents are Tim 
and Becky Damron and her great-
grandmother is Sandee Damron. Con-
gratulations!  

Eva Gwenivere Triplett 
February 24, 2020 

4lbs 8oz 
 
     Eva is the daughter of Terry, Jr and 
Sarah Triplett. Eva’s proud grandparents 
are Terry and Robin Triplett. 
Congratulations! 

 

Janice Marie Ranson Eddy 
May 27, 1933—February 5, 2020 

 

     Janice is survived by her daughters 

and sons-in-law, Susan and Pete Kelley, 

Ella Jane and John Dailey, four grand-

children, and  six great-grandchildren.  

MARCH 
ANNIVERSARIES 

MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 
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STEELE MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

    SUNDAY      MONDAY                  TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY                      SATURDAY 
 8:45 AM Worship     6:00 PM Cub Scouts             6:00 PM                   5:30 PM All-Stars                       8:00 Men’s Bible Study 
 9:40 AM Sunday School     7:00 PM Boy Scouts            Celebrate Recovery    6:00 PM Youth                     
10:45 AM Worship          6:30 PM Pastor’s Stud        
6:30 PM Evening Worship   
      REFIT® M-W-F 9:30 AM 
 
    

 

Website: www.steelememorial.com            Email: church@steelememorial.com 

MARCH 2020 

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1 
6PM 
Ladies Bible Study 

2 3 4 
1PM 
Lenten Bible Study  
 

5 
6:30 PM  
Lenten Bible Study 

6 7 

8 
6PM 
Ladies Bible Study 

9 10 11 
1PM 
Lenten Bible Study  
 
6:15 PM  
Lenten Bible Study 

12 
1PM Lydia Circle 
 
 
5PM District Lead 
        Team Mtg. 

13 14 

15 
3:40 PM 
Movie/Pullman Sq. 

 
6PM 
Ladies Bible Study 

16 17 18 
1PM 
Lenten Bible Study  
 
6:15 PM  
Lenten Bible Study 

19 
11:30 AM 
Legends’ Luncheon  
 
6:30 PM 
Esther/Ruth Circle 

20 21 

22 
6PM 
Ladies Bible Study 

23 24 25 
1PM 
Lenten Bible Study  
 
6:15 PM  
Lenten Bible Study 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

http://www.steelememorial.com
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