
 

     Thoughtful reflection this month has been stimulated by a couple differ-
ent studies in which I’m taking part with two different small groups during 
this pandemic season. We are still meeting, communicating, and seeing one 
another with new tools, including the popular Zoom gatherings. One study 
had me listening to God through current events centered in Minneapolis, 
MN, and the other had me hovering around the Church’s care for one anoth-
er:  
 
Christ for the World   
     I was reading a devotion from the Whisper of God at Ritter Park waiting 
for the community rally, supporting our 
black community following the senseless 
death of George Floyd in Minnesota. His 
death, which has consumed the news for 
more than a week, was very disturbing, 
very upsetting, and another in a long line of 
what should be called a racist act.  
     Were you bothered by it? Did it trouble you? If so, isn’t that one way 
God “whispers” into your life? I think you hear God’s “voice” through the 
Spirit of God living in you; the grief of God over an injustice spills into your 
own soul! Isn’t your disgust for an outrageous action a “felt reflection” of 
the God with whom you are becoming intimate? 
     Over and over in the Bible we hear how much God despises injustice! In 
fact, when the religion of the Church had become sterile and cold, God re-
minded His people through the prophet what it was that He expected: He 
has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God? (Micah 6:8)  
      When you feel the hurt over someone’s loss, isn’t that a reflection of 
God’s Spirit of empathy helping you connect with a friend? Doesn’t your  

FROM THE PASTOR:  

FROM INSIDE THE PASTOR’S HEAD:  
What Was He Thinking?  

  

I N S I D E  t h i s  i s s u e  

• Recovery Meeting Options 

• Father’s Day Message 

• VBS Update 

• Annual & General Conference 

• Black Lives Matter 

• Church Restart 

• Survey 

• Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

Messenger 
A PUBLICATION OF STEELE MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

June 2020 

INSIDE this issue 

-continued on page 2 

Let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an  

ever-flowing stream. 
– Amos 5:24 
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anger over a needless tragedy reflect the nature of Christ? If you’re filled with the Holy Spirit, why shouldn’t your 
heart be persuaded by what God feels? You are “hearing” through your “feelings” too. 
     The bottom line: When we feel the hurt or the pain over cruelty or injustice, this is another way that we hear the 
voice of God’s whisper! 
     “Nothing has the potential to change your life like the whisper of God. Nothing will determine your destiny more 
than your ability to hear His still small voice.” – Mark Batterson 
 
Christ for the Church  
     Another book I’m reading is Companions In Christ, with a small group from Church. This 
week, I was reminded that the whole focus of the Church cannot be outside on those who have not 
yet come to be a part of us, but our attention to one another within the Church is so important, too! 
     Peter wrote: Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude 
of sins... Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudg-
ingly – not for what you will get out of it, but because you are eager to serve God. (1 Peter 4:8, 
5:2) 
     Peter is speaking to the Church, the body of Christ, about loving and caring for one another in the Church. Jesus 

said that the uniqueness of our love within the Church sets us apart! Your love for one 
another will prove to the world that you are My disciples! (John 13:35) Love is the 
highmark of our identity! God calls us to exercise our gifts with robust reliance on the 
Holy Spirit. The gifts we receive are to be used liberally, knowing that we can never run 
out of the strength, grace, mercy, patience, and love given to us by God!   
     Think of someone who needs a word of grace or encouragement, someone who may 
need assurance that their faith in God is not misguided, and deliver that word with con-
viction! If you have the gift of service then know that you serve God as you serve others. 
“We may pick up pencils and bulletins in the sanctuary as if we were cleaning the throne 
room of God! We may take a casserole to someone as if we were feeding the Lord 
Christ. We may make copies as if we were multiplying loaves and fish for the masses. 
Whether we clean a house, wash a wound, make a call, write a check, listen to a person’s 
story, or give someone a ride to the doctor, we may do so as if Jesus Himself were the 
recipient – because He is!” (Companions In Christ)  
     So what are we doing to care for and love one another within our family of faith? Let 
your creativity run as you entertain the whisper of God within your own soul! And re-
member the lyrics put together by Peter Scholtes when he wrote, “And they’ll know we 
are Christians by our love, by our love; yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love!”  
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BUREAU FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH  [published: March 13, 2020] 

      
     The WV Bureau for Behavior Health  would like to share the following  resource information on digi-
tal options for Recovery Meetings:  
     WEconnect and Unity Recovery are partnering together to offer 4 daily all recovery meetings to anyone 
in the world.  Meetings will follow an open format and are available to anyone in or seeking recovery. 7 
days a week: (all times are EDT) at  9am, 12pm, 3pm, and 9pm. 
     Join by navigating to unityrecovery.zoom.us/my/allrecovery 
     Please check these additional online or phone recovery 
meeting options: 
 
•https://www.weconnectrecovery.com/ 
•https://www.intherooms.com/home/ 
•https://www.smartrecovery.org/community/calendar.php 
•https://aa-intergroup.org/directory_telephone.php 
•http://na-recovery.org/ 
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FOR FATHERS: A Great Gift – Max Lucado  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
on Hold  

 
      Because families are now stretching their legs and 
looking to vacations, it is all the more reason for 
Churches to practice safe-distancing. While our area 
of the country may be relatively safe with very little 
new COVID.19 cases, we have no idea about other 
places where our families will travel, including all the 
incidental stops we make along the way.  
     It is not easy to cancel so many of our Church 
meetings and gatherings. Canceling Vacation Bible 
School was a tough call; some churches are proceed-
ing with their plans. But knowing how hard it is for 
children to practice “social distancing,” it felt better 

to be safe than sorry.                               Pastor Kevin              

Father’s Day 

June 21st       My dad repaired oil-field engines for a living and 
rebuilt car engines for fun.  Dad loved machines. But 
God gave him a mechanical moron…a son who 
couldn’t differentiate between a differential and a 
brake disc. My dad tried to teach me. I tried to learn. 
Honestly, I did. 
     Machines anesthetized me. But books fascinated 
me. What does a mechanic do with a son who loves 
books? He gives him a library card. Buys him a few 
volumes for Christmas. Places a lamp by his bed so 
he can read at night. Pays tuition so his son can 
study college literature in high school. My dad did 
that. 
     You know what he didn’t do? Never once did he 
say, “Why can’t you be a mechanic like your dad 
and granddad?” The greatest gift you can give your 
children is not your riches, but revealing to them 
their own! 
 



 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE   
      
     The routine of the United Methodist Annual Confer-
ence that is typically held in Buckhannon, WV this time 
of year will, sadly, not meet as scheduled. The clergy 
throughout the state will meet in its Ex-
ecutive Session by tele-conferencing on 
Saturday, June 6, and the necessary 
agenda for the whole conference will be 
handled on Saturday, August 1, for both 
clergy and lay members, again by tele-
conference in what may be a 3-hour 
meeting.  
 

United Methodist  
General Conference     
     
     The much anticipated global General 
Conference for members of the Church 
worldwide has been postponed this year, 
and the meeting date is uncertain. If in-
ternational travel is troublesome 
throughout 2020-2021 because of the 
coronavirus, the gathering may be put 
off until the year 2022. Again, we are in 
between “starting and stopping; coming 
and going 
 

BLACK  LIVES MATTER   
– Kevin Lantz 

 
     Many in our community and in our Church have 
been deeply hurt or confused by current events across 
the nation surrounding the recent killings of George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery. These bru-
tal and thoughtless killings are the most recent in a long 
line of thousands and thousands over the last 300 years, 
many whose names are lost from us forever. 
     I was shocked and outraged from the video in St. 
Paul’s MN; that our culture is stuck in the ruts of rac-
ism, fear, and hatred that have colored a nation’s history 
by terrorizing Native Americans, Black Americans, His-
panic Americans, or just about anyone who was differ-
ent from our own “tribe.” 
    
  The Church that lives in the Spirit of Jesus Christ must 
take part in the hard work to put an end to brutality, to 
racism, to inequality and injustices. The myth of white 
supremacy has to end! There is no such thing as white 
supremacy. It’s a hoax. God created all of humanity in 
His image. We are all on level ground at the foot of the 
cross.  

     Those of you who have listened to people battling for 
their civil rights through the years are familiar with the 
inequality and lack of opportunities that torment minori-
ty groups in America. Racism wears many different out-
fits, and most of the white population have never had to 

endure doors shut when 
hoping for a loan from the 
bank or a seat in a school 
or university. Most of the 
white population were 
never questioned by their 
neighbors when moving 
into a new neighborhood, 
were never treated with 
suspicion when shopping 
the aisles of a store. Your 
credit was rarely doubted 
when filling out an appli-
cation for a credit card; 
your experiences with in-
justice were rarely invali-
dated.  
     The United Methodist 
Church has an inclusive 
statement of beliefs called  
“The Social Principles.” 
Within this document, we 
find a section on The So-

cial Community that reads in part:  
     The rights and privileges a society bestows upon or 
withholds from those who comprise it indicate the rela-
tive esteem in which that society holds particular per-
sons and groups of persons. We affirm all persons as 
equally valuable in the sight of God. We therefore work 
toward societies in which each person’s value is recog-
nized, maintained, and strengthened... We deplore acts 
of hate or violence against groups or persons based on 
race, color, national origin, ethnicity, age, gender, disa-
bility, status, economic condition, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or religious affiliation.  
     Rights of Racial and Ethnic Persons  – Racism is 
the combination of the power to dominate by one race 
over other races and a value system that assumes that 
the dominant race is innately superior to the others...  
Racism, manifested as sin, plagues and hinders our rela-
tionship with Christ, inasmuch as it is in opposition to 
the gospel itself. In many cultures white persons are 
granted unearned privileges and benefits that are denied 
to persons of color.... We recognize racism as sin and 
affirm the ultimate and temporal worth of all persons. 
We rejoice in the gifts that particular ethnic histories and 
cultures bring to our total life. We commit as a Church 
to move beyond symbolic expressions and representa-
tive models that do not challenge unjust systems of pow-
er and access. 
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CELEBRATIONS! 

 

June 1 Pat Parker 
June 2 Brighton Hoover 
June 6 Janet Foss 
  Kasen Merritt 
June 7 Vicki Smith 
June 10 Delora Call 
  Roger Call 
June 12 Buddy Beckett 
  Mike McClung, Jr 
  Helen McClure 
June 14 Haleigh Berry 
June 15 Kyler Fannin 
 

June 17    John Call 
  Dylan Stead 
June 22 Eloise Baumgardner 
  Jim Boggess 
June 23 Taylor Call 
  Josh Roy 
June 25 Matt Stead 
June 26 Patty Mast 
June 27 Russ Witten 
June 29 Rosetta Blake 
  Tina Cornwell 
June 30 Rita Kelley 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

June 2 
Ron & Janet Foss 

June 5 
Keith & Malinda Ross 

June 7 
Rick & Lori Jones 

June 9 
Jeff & Patty Mast 

June 10 
Jim & Kim Schmidt 

June 13 
Russ & Debbie Lingenfelter 

June 15 
Bill & Pam Dutton 

Richard & Peggy Fillmore 
 
 

June 16 
Tim & Becky Damron 

June 19 
Carl & Rosemary Chapman 
Nathan & Ashley Kinker 

Rod & Sally Whitt 
June 20 

Jim & Nancy Allman 
June 24 

Ben & Mildred Maynard 
June 25 

Jack & Claren Perkins 
June 30 

Eric & Stephanie Fetty 
Chip & Julie Merritt 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

May 24, 2020 

Greg & Kara Slone 

 

June 6, 2020 

Nick & Megan  Anuszkiewisz 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

these happy couples on 

the exchanging of their 

wedding vows! 
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June 4, 2020 
  
To Our Dear Friends,  
  
         I want to share with you some of the discussion that’s taking place in order to re-start worship at Steele Me-
morial United Methodist Church. As we look at Phase One to our re-opening, we are currently focused on a single 
worship each week, 10 a.m. on Sunday morning, beginning June 14. We will continue our live-streaming at the 
same hour.  
 But we can’t all come back at the same time. Along with other congregations, we will observe new standards 
for being present in the church building and in worship, (see the list below). We will seat between 44-64 people for 
worship in the sanctuary, depending on your family make-up. If you are ready to come back, please call the Church 
office at the number above or use the on-line survey found at our Church web-site, www.steelememorial.com.  In a 
sense, we will be taking registrations for attending worship in order to gauge the interest for worshiping in the sanc-
tuary. If you are content with live-streaming worship or you are in a health risk category, please indicate your willing-
ness to “give up a seat” to others who may be anxiously waiting to return.  
 Please remember, these guidelines are put in place for your safety and for the safety of others who take part 
in our worship together:  
 
•One-way traffic pattern: Because of narrow hallways and the importance of social distancing, we ask that you enter 

the building using the main entrance from the ramp at the back of the building (Office Entrance). Our exit after 
worship will be to the front of the sanctuary using either the ramp at the front-right or the outdoor steps through 
the front-left also known as the choir room.  

 
•Face-masks will be required. If you don’t have a mask for yourself, the Church has a few to give. If you receive 

one, keep it and bring it each time you come to worship.  
 
•Two new hand-sanitizing stations will be available to you. It is suggested that you sanitize your hands as you enter 

the building. A hand-sanitizer stand will be placed in the hallway as you enter. 
 
•Sadly, no hand-shaking or hugging until we know it’s safe for this kind of close contact.  
 
•Seating capacity within the sanctuary will be radically different. Families will be able to sit together, but we will 

space others to every third pew, and ask that you respect social distancing with 6 feet of separation between 
you and others in the pew who are not of your household. Pews will be marked with a seating plan. 

 
•The main ramp at the back of the building will serve exclusively as our entrance.  
 
•We will exit the sanctuary with the dismissal of pews toward the front of the sanctuary. 
 
•No singing. Because vapor-mist droplets from singing can hang in the air or travel up to 30 feet, we will not take 

part in hymn singing or entertain special vocalists at this time.  
 
•Pew cushions and books in our hymn racks will be placed in storage in order to simplify the cleaning routine.  
 
•Cleaning and sanitizing by the custodian will be necessary between each gathering or meeting. We do this in order 

to eliminate the potential for cross-contamination between two different groups meeting in the building. Be-
cause of that new routine, we will not continue our evening worship at this time. In fact, the only service 
throughout the week will be a single Sunday worship at 10:00 a.m., which will continue to be live-streamed for 
our members, friends and community taking part at home.  

 



 

•We cannot conduct Sunday School classes or Study Groups in the classrooms as we’ve done before, because 
social distancing does not allow us the space. It is possible for small groups to meet in the gym or one of 
the fellowship halls, depending on the activity of the group, as long as people are spread out to maintain 
proper boundaries.  

 
•Our services will be “family style” with no childcare or children’s worship time. These will resume as soon as it 

is deemed safe. We will, however, open the nursery for diaper changes, feedings, etc.  
 
•Because children and infants have trouble sitting for long stretches, the worship time will be shorter than what 

we have experienced in the past.  
 
•We will not be passing the offering plates. The offering plates will be available in the hallway or aisles for your 

giving. You are welcome to continue using our new offering tools, whether you mail the Church your offer-
ing, drop it off, or access our on-line giving tool, Tithely.  

 
     In case you had not heard, returning to worship at this time will look radically different from what we’ve expe-
rienced! We are still in uncertain times, and it is necessary for us to take the threat of COVID.19 seriously until 
we have a vaccine that will assure a certain level of protection is in place! I take my responsibility to keep you 
healthy and safe seriously, as do all our leaders at Steele Memorial United Methodist Church.  
     Members of the Task Force include: Janet Foss, Ashlee Gallion, Connie Gesner, Pastor Kevin Lantz, Lisa 
Rhoades, Eddie Smith, Dr. Skyler Smith, Dr. Terry Triplett, and Patrick Wagoner. 
 
     I have been encouraged to hear how some of you have served one another making masks, preparing 
meals, making phone calls, offering to make deliveries, and sending cards. This time in quarantine has not 
been without crises, as we’ve seen illnesses, accidents, treatments, and necessary surgeries take place. We’ve 
also lost loved ones who are dear to us.  
     For those who don’t have computer access, if you’re missing out on connecting to our weekly worship, we 
are using a new tool called “Phone Live Streaming” that allows you to listen to everything that is shared in our 
worship time. If you need help setting up this service, you can call our Church office and Lisa Rhoades will be 
able to lead you through the instructions. 
     Thank-you for your faithful support to the Church through your donations. You continue to reflect the spirit of 
the Lord through your giving and sharing!  
     Please know that I am available to you; only a phone call away. And if we need to connect beyond that, 
don’t hesitate to call me. I understand that Pastoral visitation is open at the local hospitals, too. So I hope you’ll 
let me know if you or a friend is in the hospital.  
     My prayers are with you and our community in this time when we are “in-between” coming and going, stop-
ping and starting!  
 
In God’s Great Love,  

Pastor Kevin Lantz  

1.  I want to return to worship at the earliest possible time, and 
I will be responsible to practice social distancing and abide by 
the Church’s guidelines.    Yes       No   
 
Name:  __________________________________________   
 
Number in your family: _______  
 
2. I am choosing to participate in worship through live stream-
ing, allowing others to take part in the sanctuary. 
 
 Yes       No   
 via computer _______    via phone _______ 
 
3.  Because of my health concerns or susceptibility to illness, I 
will wait to attend worship later. 
 
 Yes       No   
 

4.  I would like to rotate with others who are interested in at-
tending worship, rotating with me: [this may take the form of 
alternating weeks or alternating months] 
 
 Yes       No   
 
5.  I have no other way to take part in worship except to be pre-
sent in the Church sanctuary.  
 
 Yes   No  
 
Please Note: Wearing face-masks and social distancing will be 
required, because of our love for one another. If you’re unwill-
ing or unable to wear a face-mask, please stay home until a 
more appropriate time. 
 
Name:  
Phone:  
Email:  

Please include your name and contact information 
at the bottom of the page. 
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