
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRST WEDNESDAY DINNER will not be held during 
the three summer months, June, July and August. We 
are taking a break. 
 
REFIT CLASS:  There will be no class on the following 
days:  Monday, May 30; Monday, June 6; Wednesday, 
June 8; and Friday, June 10. 
 
PROMOTION SUNDAY is June 5th at 9:45 in the new 
fellowship hall. Certificates will be presented before 
meeting your new teacher.  Parents are invited to attend 
also.  
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  Come join us for VBS 
Monday, June 6th through Friday, June 10th. We are 
going on a Cave Quest with Jesus as our light to see 
through the world. We welcome children ages 3 year 
olds through those entering 5th grade in the fall. 3 year 
olds MUST BE potty-trained to attend. Our campers will 
meet every day from 9:00 am-12:00 pm, with a special 
program starting at 12:00 pm on Friday for all parents, 
grandparents, family, and the congregation to attend. 
Hope to see you there; it will be an exciting week! 
 
"Sock it to SUMMER!" is a mission to help the 
homeless and others down on their luck.  Join the All 
Stars for Jesus crew and Girls of Faith as we collect new 
socks, sunglasses, sunscreen, and lip balm to create 
summer care packages for our neighbors in need.  We 
will stuff the socks with these goodies, tie together with a 
ribbon and attach an inspirational message!  Voila!  
Summer care packages are ready to be delivered.  A 
drop off container will be located in the narthex.  Thanks 
in advance for your generosity!  
 
ALL STARS FOR JESUS UPDATE:  Wow!  What an 
exciting year we have had!  The End of the Year 
Celebration was a blast.  Let me give a shout out to our 
AMAZING staff for their love and devotion as they 
shared God's word with this awesome group of kiddos 
each week!  Thank you Lorri Turman, Katie Damron, Eli 
Hensel, Misty Hutchinson, Susan McClung, Megan 
Carroll, Sarah Damron, Callie Nease, Ashley Kinker, 
Jayme Chapman, Jessica Ball, Beth Carney, Peggy 
Ballard, Sandee Damron, Jenny Black, Nathan Ball, Tim 
Damron, and Starr Lowe.  While the teachers fed us 
spiritually, Ms. Peggy and her kitchen crew made sure 

our tummies were full!  What a blessing!  We will have a 
few "Family Fun Nights" during the summer.  Dates TBA. 
     The All Stars for Jesus Graduating Class of 2016 
consisted of 14 fantabulous young people.  I will miss 
them but am excited to see where this next chapter 
takes them. 
     The Good News Llamas will visit Steele on May 25. 
This is always a unique and fun way to learn of God's 
word!  Don't forget that VBS is right around the corner.  
Plan to join us at Cave Quest June 6 - 10 from 9:00 to 
noon each day.  Have a great summer!  Ms. Becky 
 
MISSION REPORT:  May God bless each and every 
one of you who helped to bless others during our 
collection time for the Celebration of Mission Event. The 
Upshur Parish House and The House of the Carpenter 
are now better ready to meet the needs of those they 
serve thanks to your efforts.  
     Thanks to all the wonderful cooks who provide meals 
for Celebrate Recovery dinners! They are thoroughly 
enjoyed and appreciated.  
     During the month of June, we will collect for Lily’s 
Place in Huntington. Lily’s Place is a residential infant 
recovery center that serves the tiniest victims of 
substance abuse, newborn babies. Here is their list of 
needs:  Dreft detergent, sensory toys (mobiles, crib 
mirrors, musical toys, etc.), diaper bags, stamps, Avery 
address labels, and self-seal envelopes.  
 
CHURCH-WIDE MISSION REPORT:  Proverbs 22:6 
"Start the children off on the way they should go, and 
even when they are old they will not turn from it."  Becky 
Damron and Mary Howerton have taken this teaching to 
heart as they work with Busy Bees, All Stars, and Girls 
of Faith. Over the winter and spring, these ladies have 
instilled the lessons of missions and unselfish giving to 
the children. The All Stars collected 85 pairs of gloves 
for ECCHO; the Girls of Faith hosted one of the GBCO 
dinners (serving nearly 100 meals), conducted a soup 
drive (171 cans), and mailed care packages to students 
away from home. Busy Bees collected over 300 pairs of 
socks and 200 pieces of underwear for ECCHO, nearly 
50 pet supply items for a local animal shelter, and over 
150 school supplies for Royal Family Camp. What an 
inspiration these children are! 
     Mission Update: During Feb/March the congregation 
set about collecting "Blessing Bags" for the Huntington 
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City Mission. These bags contained warm socks, gloves, 
hats and various snacks, and were distributed by the 
City Mission to many of the homeless residents of the 
city. With the help of several of the Sunday School 
Classes, the United Methodist Women, and generous 
members of the congregation, we were able to collect 42 
of these bags that they may indeed be a blessing to 
those less fortunate. 
  
THE PPR (PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS) 
COMMITTEE is a team of members from the church 
congregation, whose responsibility is to work together to 
interpret the church's mission and vision; while 
conferring with the congregation and the staff/pastor 
about effective ministry and the direction of Christian 
spiritual development in our church.  We as a committee, 
welcome suggestions and concerns from the 
congregation as we review, evaluate, and make 
recommendations to fulfill this purpose.   
     Members of the PPR Committee:  Ron Wooddell, 
chairperson, Roger Call, Brenda Cornwell, Cathy 
Conard, Todd Lester, Nathan Ball, Jack Perkins, Lois 
Silling, Paul Turman, Sr., John Call 
 
SERMON SERIES:  Pastor Kevin’s sermon series for 
the start of summer focuses on Forgiveness.  Week 1, 
we were reminded that our ability to forgive comes 
because of God’s willingness to forgive us!  
 Be reminded that you are able to receive a copy 
or recording of the Sunday teaching by contacting the 
Church office at 304 736-4583.  
 
Week 1: Power for Living: Between Forgetting and 
Forgot 
 This sermon offers a clear meaning of the cross 
with the atoning work of Jesus’ death on the Cross. As 
we begin a sermon series on forgiveness, it’s important 
we understand that God has forgiven us for our sins. It is 
only with this understanding that we can fathom the 
expectation given to us to forgive others for wrongs 
they’ve committed against us.  
 
Week 2: Why Is It So Hard to Forgive? 
 The Church is often in conflict within itself! The 
Apostles addressed conflict in their letters because there 
was conflict in the Church! So believers can have a hard 
time learning to forgive one another. Why? Because of 
the talionic impulse, the initial, gut-reaction all of us have 
to strike out once we’ve been attacked verbally or hurt.  
 This message looks at the six phases of what is 
called “the talionic impulse” so that we might understand 
the initial impulse that may prevent us from forgiving.  
 
Week 3: Forgiveness Is A Choice 
 This message describes six steps to move us 
into that posture to forgive. These steps help us even 
when we don’t feel we could forgive! But as we yield our 
desires to the desires of God, we can begin the work of 
forgiving those who have hurt us!  
 
Week 4: The Long Road of Forgiveness 
 This sermon reflects on long-range forgiveness, 

or maintaining forgiveness throughout life. We can be 
moved emotionally to forgive at a moment in time, but 
what are we to do when resentment creeps back in to 
our mind? We learn ten principles to guide us as we 
would sustain the spirit of forgiveness.  
 
Week 5: Owner of a Broken Heart 
 Using Peter’s denial of Jesus on the night He 
was arrested, this message leads us to understand how 
we might forgive ourselves for some of the awful things 
we do!  
 One of the barriers to forgiving our self is the 
insecurity we may feel about ourselves. We may believe 
that we deserve to be punished, completely misunder-
standing the idea of grace and mercy. 
 
Week 6: “A Total Eclipse of God”   
 This message helps us understand what we 
need to do with anger we may have toward God. There 
are times when we feel life has treated us unfairly, and 
we are angry at God. We can come to a dead-end in our 
spiritual life with anger or hatred toward God.  
 Are we to forgive Him? What are we to do with 
this anger? 
 
Week 7: Forgiveness: The Heart of Revolution  
 This message is a summary of the series on 
forgiveness using a true, tragic story to illustrate how 
one family practiced forgiveness through their obedience 
to the Spirit of God.  
 
PASTOR’S VACATION: The Pastor will be out of the 
pulpit on Sunday, June 26 for family vacation time.  
 
VISION TEAM: The Church Vision Team has met 
monthly for the past three months with several different 
emphases including: 1) Team Building; 2) Refreshing a 
solid spiritual foundation, committing to spiritual 
disciplines; and 3) Creating a team covenant that will 
help the team avoid the typical dysfunctions to which 
many committees fall.  
     We're excited about the next phase of the process 
that will lead us to assess our ministry and community 
with an eye on areas of ministry the Lord may lead. 
Please pray for the team-process, that God will inspire 
and encourage us in our learning with open minds and 
hearts!   Pastor Kevin 
 
SAFE SANCTUARIES:  April Forkey, the Conference 
director for Child Protection Training among our United 
Methodist Churches, will offer training on June 4, 9:00 – 
Noon at Forrest Burdette UMC in Hurricane. This 
training is important for all members and friends who 
assist in children’s and youth ministries in our Churches. 
Please plan to attend. Further information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
UNITED METHODIST MEN’S GOLF TOURNAMENT – 
Mark your calendars now for Saturday August 13th at 
Esquire Country Club.  Time: 8 AM – 1 PM; Cost is 
$50.00 per player which includes cart, golf fee, food and 
prizes.  Men, women and children 12 years and older 



are invited to participate.  More information to come at a 
later date.  Questions?  Call John Call – 304-736-5108 
or Mike Call – 304-633-0174.  Anyone who can get 
prizes to donate, please do so. 
 
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - has been up and running 
for several months and during that time we have seen 
the lives of many men and women begin to change.  The 
meetings have brought about new friendships, much 
laughter and even some tears.  During each meeting 
though, it is amazing to watch how God interacts with 
both those attending the meetings, and with the team 
members.  If you would like to see and experience God’s 
love and the power of the Holy Spirit to change lives, 
come join us each Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM in the 
old fellowship hall.  
     Many within the church have offered help and support 
for this program in so many ways.  Thank you church for 
your love, support and prayers.  If you would like to be 
part of the Celebrate Recovery Team or offer help in 
some way, please contact Pastor Kevin or Ed Peckham. 

REPORT OF GENERAL CONFERENCE:  The General 
Conference of the United Methodist Church met May 10-
20, and if you followed any of the news, you know that in 
addition to excellent worship and messages from 
bishops, lay reports and ministry reports, and renewed 
hope and vision for world-wide mission, GenConf2016 
had its share of tension, drama, and disunity. 
     “Official” reports and information can be found online 
at www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodist-news 
     Perhaps the issue that attracted the most attention 
had to do with how General Conference dealt with 
issues related to The United Methodist Church and what 
our Book of Discipline says about human sexuality, 
especially when it comes to same-sex marriage, the 
ordination of homosexuals, and “ecclesiastical 
disobedience” – when pastors officiate same-sex 
weddings or come out, or when pastors do these things 
and are allowed to continue in ministry. 
    Tension was high on “both sides” – one side adamant 
that covenant is being broken and that our Book of 
Discipline must hold or strengthen its position which 
reflects the historic teachings of the church on 
homosexuality, and the other side equally adamant that 
that position is unchristian and un-Christlike, and that 
people are being hurt by our church’s position. 
     After much dialogue and debate, the bishops 
proposed a “special commission” to study and possibly 
revamp the church’s positions on human sexuality, and 
to seek to keep our denomination together. 
     News about the special commission can be found 
here: 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-ask-for-
hold-on-sexuality-debate 
     Pray for our church, friends. Seek God, and live 
graciously. 
     --submitted by Rev. Kerry Bart, Pastor at 
Barboursville First UMC 
 
Cold Shower for Sexuality Debate:  Late afternoon 

May 18, delegates voted to accept the recommendation 
of the Council of Bishops to delay a debate on 
homosexuality at this gathering of the denomination’s 
top legislative assembly and let a proposed commission 
study church regulations. 
     “We accept our role as spiritual leaders to lead The 
United Methodist Church in a ‘pause for prayer’ — to 
step back from attempts at legislative solutions and to 
intentionally seek God's will for the future,” said Council 
of Bishops president Bishop Bruce Ough in announcing 
the recommendation. 
     The announcement came after news on social media 
that bishops had been meeting with large-church pastors 
and representatives of special-interest groups to discuss 
possible resolutions to the debate. 
     Delegates on both sides have mixed emotions to the 
decision to refer. The bishops’ proposal defused some of 
the tension, though advocates for change held a handful 
of demonstrations that were largely not disruptive. The 
bishops suggested they might call a special General 
Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such proposals, 
Ough said. 
 
What is the Way Forward?  “Despite all of this agony, I 
have not given up hope in the power of the historic 
Wesleyan message. I believe that God still has a plan for 
the ‘people called Methodist.’ I am not planning on 
leaving the UMC, but nor can I hope that anyone in 
leadership can lead us to a place of health. So, what do 
we do? We must realize that the future of the church is 
in our hands. We cannot expect our church to be 
rescued by endless meetings of Annual or General 
Conferences, episcopal deliberations, or costly blue 
ribbon study commissions. We must turn the volume off 
on the ‘general church’ deliberations and focus on 
preaching the gospel, discipling believers, and living in 
holy covenant.” 
     from Dr. Timothy Tennent, President of Asbury 
Theological Seminary 
 
     With that said, we have a vital and energized 
mission at Steele Memorial United Methodist 
Church. I agree with Dr. Tennent’s perspective: we 
will turn off the volume on the “general church” stuff 
and focus on what God is calling us to do as we 
minister to the least, the last, and the lost around us!  
 
BILL PAY: Support Your Church’s Ministry - We have 
several families who are now using the electronic 
transfer of funds, a tool available at many of your banks' 
web-sites, which will allow you to maintain a consistent, 
regular level of giving to fund the mission of your 
Church.  
     This is so important to your church and valuable to 
you! This allows members and friends to support your 
church's ministry through the summer when you may be 
away for those much-needed vacations! It allows you to 
honor the pledge you made to the Lord and to friends in 
the Church to support your church through your prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness!  
     Together, we create a stronger Church ministry!  
     Keep in mind that you are in control of your giving 



with how you designate a giving pattern through "bill 
pay," with the ability to make changes or turn it off at 
your choosing. The benefit is that you have a tool that 
sustains your ministry action plan on a personal level! 
 
LET’S GO CAMPING:  Registration is now open for 
Asbury Woods UMC Summer Camp for ages K-12 
(completed grade).  Typical camp activities include 
hiking, swimming, fishing, volleyball, camp fires, 
organized games, and, of course, bible lessons and 
fellowship.  Campers stay in one of the cabins; meals 
are prepared and served in the dining hall; and church 
services occur in the chapel.   Deans and staff have 
been trained in Safe Sanctuary guidelines and have had 
local, state, and national criminal and sexual offender 
background checks. 

Church camp has been an important part of our girls’ 
childhood, attending every summer starting with Day 
Camp.  Rachel, in particular, has forged lasting 
friendships through church camp.  We learned about 
Asbury Woods when Jim was the youth leader at our 
former church.  The kids there shared their absolute 
passion about Asbury Woods church camp, and most 
went on to become counselors and deans. 
     A limited quantity of scholarships are available 
through the church for those who may need financial 
assistance.  Camp dates and cost are summarized 
below.  Registration & permission forms are available in 
the narthex; camp information is posted on the bulletin 
board(s).  Additional information is available by 
contacting asburywoodsumc@gmail.com. 

 
Camp Date Age Cost 

by 5/1 by 6/1 After 6/1 
Day June 26-30 K-2 $90 $110 $135 
Elementary June 26 – July 1 3-5 $170 $190 $225 
Middle School July 10 - 15 6-8 $170 $190 $225 
Senior High July 3 - 8 9-12 $170 $190 $225 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

SUNDAY  MONDAY      TUESDAY        WEDNESDAY       THURSDAY     FRIDAY    SATURDAY 
   1 Pat Parker 

Glenn & Lilly 
Smith 

2 Jayme Chapman 
Brighton Hoover 
Ron & Janet Foss 

3 Cheryl 
Sullivan 

4 

5 Keith & 
Malinda 
Ross 

6 Janet Foss 7 Dan Harless 
Ed Peckham 
Vicki Smith 
Rick & Lorri 
Jones 

8  9 Crews Snell 10 Delora 
Call 
Roger Call 
Jon Hoover 

11 Kyela 
Leadman 

12 Buddy 
Beckett 
Helen 
McClure 

13 Ray Neil 
Russ & 
Debbie 
Lingenfelter 

14 Brian Knisely 15 Kyler Fannin 
Bill & Pam 
Dutton 
Dick & Peggy 
Fillmore 

16 Lisa Rhoades 
Tim & Becky 
Damron 

17 John Call 
Allison Scites 

18 

19 Carl & 
Rosemary 
Chapman 
Nathan & 
Ashley 
Kinker  
Rod & Sally 
Whitt 

20 Jim & 
Nancy Allman 

21 Gregg & 
Debbi Childers 

22 Eloise 
Baumgardner 
Jim Boggess 
Landyn Bowen 
Nancy Lovett 
Brittani 
McComas 
Butch & Brenda 
Morning 

23 Taylor Call 
Arvin & Debbi 
Canady 

24 Ben & 
Mildred 
Maynard 

25 Paula 
Lingenfelter 
Jack & 
Claren 
Perkins 

26 Bill & 
Sarah 
Howard 

27 Russ 
Witten 

28 29 Madison 
Rhoades 

30 Julie 
Hockenberry  
Rita Kelley 
Haleigh Smith 
Eric & Stephanie 
Fetty 
Chip & Julie Merritt 
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SUNDAY   MONDAY        TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY              THURSDAY                 FRIDAY            SATURDAY 
   1 

-Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

2 
-Missions Com 
7:00 
-M. Call gym 7:00 

3 
-Church Family 
Gym Night 7-10 

4 
-Men’s Bible Study 
8-9 AM 
 
 

5 
-Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 

6 
-VBS 9-12 
-Sea Scouts/Cub 
Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 

7 
-VBS 9-12 
-Celebrate Recovery 
  6:30 OFH 
-Rhoades gym 6-8 

8 
-VBS 9-12 
-Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 
 

9 
-VBS 9-12 
-Lydia Circle 1:00 
-Esther/Ruth 
Circle 6:00 NFH 
-M. Call gym 7:00 
-Troop 88 7:00 
-UM Annual Conf. 

10 
-VBS 9-12 
-Church Family 
Gym Night 7-10 
-UM Annual Conf. 

11 
-Men’s Bible Study 
8-9 AM 
-UM Annual Conf. 

12 
-Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 
-UM Annual Conf. 

13 
-Sea Scouts/Cub 
Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 

14 
-Celebrate Recovery 
  6:30 OFH 
-Rhoades gym 6-8 

15 
-Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

16 
-Lydia 1:00 
-Esther/Ruth 
Circle 7:00  
-M. Call gym 7:00 

17 
-Church Family 
Gym Night 7-10 

18 
-Men’s Bible Study 
8-9 AM 
 

19 
-Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 

20 
-Sea Scouts/Cub 
Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 

21 
-Celebrate Recovery 
  6:30 OFH 
-Rhoades gym 6-8 

22 
-Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

23 
-M. Call gym 7:00 
-Troop 88 7:00 
 

24 
-Church Family 
Gym Night  7-10  
 

25 
-Men’s Bible Study 
8-9 AM 
 

26 
-Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30  

27 
-Sea Scouts/Cub 
Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 

28 
-Celebrate Recovery 
  6:30 OFH 
-Rhoades gym 6-8 

29 30   

 
 
Parking Lot Greeters:       05:  Larry Dickens – Tony Ryder              12:  Donnie Barbour – Pat Cornwell             19:  Kim Stanley – Mike McClung       
                                         26:  Kelly McGuffin - Tony Ryder  



                        


