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FROM THE PASTOR:

Winter Notes!
As some of you know, when reading the Bible, I like to read one book or
one letter of the Bible over and over so that I’m able to identify the mood of
the writer and the spirit of the letter. Rereading a book of the Bible allows you
to pick up the common theme that ties the letter together.
So I’m starting on Ephesians as the New Year begins, and I haven’t gotten
any farther on the first day than chapter one, verse 5.
The apostle Paul, who writes to the believers in Ephesus, knows who he is!
He knows that he has been chosen by the will of God, vs. 1! He knows to
whom he belongs! He knows that his life is intimately braided to the will of
God; he is no longer his own, but he is to do the will of God!
And that’s not a problem for him! Because of what we find in vs. 4, Paul is
content! Before the world was even made, God loved us and chose us... a)
He knew you and me from the foundation of creation! Isn’t that incredible?
We are not here in His Church by mistake; God has a purpose for you!
God loved us and chose us in Christ! b) He chose us to be people of faith in
Jesus Christ! He designed our lives so that we would be among His people who
are righteous, reserved for salvation and eternal life!
He chose us in Christ to be holy... c) Not that we were holy of our own; but
that we have been given the gift of holiness – declared holy – through faith in
Jesus Christ!
And what does it mean to be holy? Among a bunch of other things, it
means that we are without fault in His eyes! d) This is the message we hear
over and over again: Jesus took on your sins and my sins so that we might take
on His righteousness! We are forgiven of our sin and saved from death
because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross! He came to reconcile us into a
living relationship with the Father who created us!
There’s nothing we do to earn the righteousness of God; but you have been
chosen from the beginning of time to be among the redeemed because the
Father loves you! (the bold print are quotes of verse 4 taken from the New Living Translation.]
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Jack and Claren Perkins would like to invite you to join them in a study of the
Apostle’s Creed using Adam Hamilton’s book Creed: What Christians Believe
and Why. “We’re used to answers popping up on a screen right in front of us.
But when the questions examine the truths that give meaning and purpose to
life, finding the answer takes more than simply typing a few words and pushing
a button.” Adam Hamilton believes that powerful answers of many of our
complicated questions are contained in the Apostles’ Creed, an early statement
of foundational Christian beliefs. In Creed, he explores not only what Christians
believe, but also why they believe, and why it matters, which in turn leads
readers to confront and examine their own core beliefs and go beyond reciting
the Creed’s familiar words. Chapters include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

God
Jesus Christ
The Holy Spirit
The Church and the Communion of Saints
The Forgiveness of Sins
The Resurrection of the Body

The study will be held on Wednesday afternoons starting January 9th and
continue each Wednesday afternoon through February 13th at 1:00 in the
Fellowship classroom. Books for the study are $13.00 for regular print and
$14.00 for large print. Please call if you would like to join the study.
Jack: 304-710-0038
Claren: 304-710-0277

"SEAMLESS" Megan Turman has been participating in a Bible Study called “Seamless,” taking the learners on a 7-week
bible study that connects the Bible as one complete story. Angie Smith is the video instructor and does a great job
sharing insights on stories of the Bible that you may know only on a surface level. Angie helps each student dig deeper
into the stories with thought provoking questions and summaries that gives real meaning to the lessons!
Megan is leading the series here at Steele Memorial beginning the 13th of January at 6:00 PM. Books can be found
online at Amazon, Lifeway or in stores at Lifeway at the mall.. If you’re interested in joining us, contact Megan Turman.
This will be for all ladies including those in high school. Megan is excited to share this new adventure with others!

ALL-STARS 4 JESUS!
”For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:21

Pajama/Movie
Night
Wednesday,
January 30th.
Be sure to mark
your calendar
for this special
event!

All-Stars 4 Jesus welcomes 2019 by
“tracking down the Truth” through
the life of
Abraham,
the Covenant Tracker
Jacob the Changed Tracker
Leah the Honored Tracker
Joseph the Forgiving Tracker
Miriam the Brave Tracker
Moses the Chosen Tracker
We will be back in session on
Wednesday, January 9th learning
about tithing and the reasons for
giving to the Lord by “tracking”
Abraham who gave one tenth of his
wealth to the king because it was the
king’s portion. When we give tithes to
the church we are saying God is our
King!

Special thanks to all those who
attended our choral performance,
Eddie Smith for setting the risers,
Susan McClung, Lorri Turman, and
Kim Lantz for sharing the
Christmas story through song by
leading the Cherub choir and the
Celebration choir.
Looking
for
some
fun,
fellowship, and faith in action?
Then join our team! We are
always recruiting volunteers!
Remember, if Cabell County
schools are closed due to
inclement weather then there will
be no All Stars 4 Jesus. Thanks!
A heart for tracking the Truth,
-Cathy Conard

WINTER JAM
2019!

WINTER JAM TOUR – Spectacular 2019
Christian music’s largest annual tour is bigger! The national tour for Winter Jam is
Saturday, March 23, 2019 at the Charleston Coliseum, 6:00 PM. Cost is only $15 at
the door; no tickets required!
See the following groups: Newsboys United, Danny Gokey, Mandisa, Rend
Collective, Ledger, and speaker, Greg Stier. This is one of winter’s great time-outs
from the long dark cold of the season!

2nd
3rd
5th
8th
10th
11th
15th
16th
17th
19th
20th
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
30th

Ashley Kinker
Leland Dick
Chris McGhee
Mike Blower
Libby Burdette
Shawn Kelley
Kyleigh Snell
Patty Blankenship
Sandy Rupert
Shirley Bowen
Bryan Turman
Ron Wooddell
Sue Ann Carroll
Betty Duncan
Roxie Feese
Jessica Brier
Bob Miller
Paul Turman, Sr
Phyllis Johnson
Karen Stevens
Sydney Adkins
Jenny Black
Stephanie Hoover
Kelly McGuffin

2nd

Buddy & Betty Beckett

7th

Bill & Susan Wagoner

31st

Paul and Karen Turman
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This year, you will have more opportunity to explore this central theme of
the Bible through a couple new short-term studies being offered.
•
One is called Seamless, and will be led by Megan Turman for any women,
including high school students, who are searching for the common thread of
the Bible story, from beginning to end. Experience the Bible as a whole as
you gain clarity and confidence in your understanding of Scripture. Discover
a biblical context that reshapes and brings to life stories from the Old and
New Testaments. Sunday evenings, 6 P.M. beginning January 13.
•
The second is an Adam Hamilton study, Creed: What Christians Believe and
Why, a Wednesday afternoon study lead by Jack and Claren Perkins, making
their way through the historic confession of our Christian faith, The
Apostles’ Creed. Do you have questions about foundational Christian truths
such as the purpose of life? Believing that powerful answers are embedded
in the Apostles' Creed, Adam Hamilton examines it to explore what
Christians believe and why it matters.
•
I am in the process of selecting the next theme for our Young Adult group
study that meets on Wednesday evenings, 6 p.m. and will share information
on that before our next meeting on January 9. I hope many of you will come
join us!
•
See also the article on Prayer included in this month’s newsletter.
There are more opportunities for your personal spiritual growth, and those
will be shared as we continue through the New Year. I hope that you include
spiritual formation as part of your personal growth plan for the New Year!
– Pastor Kevin

NAVIGATING GRIEF
Whether it was expected or sudden,
the loss of loved ones is never an easy
experience for any of us. Nearly
everyone
goes
through
grief
differently. If you feel “stuck” within
the loss you’ve experienced, you may
appreciate the Navigating Grief
Sessions hosted by the St. Mary’s
Department of Spiritual Care and
Mission beginning in February. These
four-week classes are held four times
a year and are designed to help people
understand the grieving process and
hopefully move people toward
healing. The classes are free and open
to the community.
•
February 4, 11, 18, and 25
•
April 1, 8, 15, and 22
•
July 8, 15, 22, and 29
•
October 7, 14, 21, and 28

The classes will be held each
evening 6:30 – 7:30 PM at the St.
Mary’s Hospitality House; 2801 S.
Staunton Rd., Huntington. For
more information, you can contact
Rev. Greg Creasy, Director of
Spiritual Care and Mission at the
hospital:
greg.creasy@st-marys.org or call
304.526.1091.

STEELE MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH LEADERS FOR 2019
CHURCH COUNCIL: (‘J249, 252.5)
Administrative Council Chairperson
Sandy Rupert
Administrative Council Vice-Chair
Larry Dickens
Lay Member to Annual Conference
Jack Perkins
Lay Leader
John Call
Trustees Chairman
Eddie Smith
Staff-Parish Relations Co. Chairperson
Cathy Conard
Pastor
Kevin Lantz
Pastor Emeritus
Ralph Sager
Church Treasurer
Teresa Pickett
Financial Secretary
Lisa Rhoades
Youth Ministry Director
Megan Turman
Secretary of the Administrative Council
Julia Dickens
…and ALL CHAIRPERSONS OF MINISTRY TEAMS/COMMITFEES
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: (J252.5)
Jayme Chapman
Julia Dickens
Russ Witten
Kylie Fisher
STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE: (258.2.b) Chairperson: Cathy Conard
ex officio: John Call
2019
2020
2021
Bob Chenoweth
Cathy Conard*
Jim Allman
Chris Jarvis
John Cummings
Jon Fannin
Doris Staton
Sarah Wagoner
Julie Merritt
Trustees: (f2525-2526) Chairperson: Eddie Smith
2019
2020
2021
Teresa Blake
Chris Jarvis
Buck Conard
Mike Call
Bob Miller
Amy Herrenkohl
Eddie Smith*
Robin Triplett
Russ Witten
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: (258.l) Chairperson: Kevin Lantz ex officio: John
Call
2019
2020
2021
Jim Allman
Patty Blankenship
Greg Gesner
Mollie Bannister
Sharon Hockenberry Karen Stevens
Stephanie Fetty
Claren Perkins
Reba Swann
FINANCE COMMITTEE: (f258.4) Chairperson: Ron Wooddell ex officio: Teresa Pickett; Sandy Rupert; Cathy Conard;
Eddie Smith; John Call; Kevin Lantz
2019
2020
2021
Phyllis Argabrite
Dick Jimison
Carl Chip Merritt
Chad Fisher
Todd Lester
Tony Ryder
Russ Lingenfelter
Mark Call
Russ Witten
Brenda Cornwell
Roger Call
Terry Wooten
Secretary of the Charge Conference: Karen Turman

LAY NOMINATIONS -2019
— MINISTRY TEAM —
Lay Member to Annual Conference
Jack Perkins

Child Protection Coordinator
_____________________

Alternate: Lay Member to Annual Conference
Chip Merritt

ECCHO
Brenda Chapman
Kay Ratcliff

Administrative Board Chairperson
Sandy Rupert
Financial Secretary
Lisa Rhoades
Young Adult Coordinator
Sarah Damron
Christian Education
Janet Foss
Children’s Ministry Team: All Stars for Jesus
Cathy Conard
Youth Minister: SOS
Megan Turman
Technology Team
Ron Foss
Jon Fannin; Maggie Chenoweth; Patrick Wagoner
Worship
Connie Gesner
Choir Director
Johnna Adkins
Head Usher
Jim Boggess
Mission I Caring Ministries Chairperson
Gina Crews and Kay Ratcliff
Sunday School Superintendent —
Jenny Black

Scouting
Bill Dutton
UM Women President —
Rosie Wooddell
UM Men President —
Jack Perkins
ENGAGE: Evangelism & Witness
Jack Perkins & Jim Pickett
District Conference (2)
_____________________
Spiritual Formation
Claren Perkins

Cooperative Parish Representative (2)
Vicki Delp
Colleen Johnson
Parsonage Committee
Eddie Smith
Pre-School Team
Larry Dickens
Membership Secretary
Lisa Rhoades
Building Community & Church Life (BCCL)
Vicki Smith

WARMTH AND LOVE
CAMPAIGN
(from Moriah Sharp)
On October 13, I sent out a invitation
to a group of you to join me in trying to
raise $6300 in 18 days in order to wrap
180 Indian kids in warmth and love this
winter. The response was amazing!
Sunday Schools and Bible study groups
took up collections. A little girl took
money out of her piggy bank to sponsor a
blanket. Families and couples and
individuals gave as the Lord led them from
the resources He had blessed them with.
People spread the word. We all prayed for
God to meet the needs of those kids
through our efforts. Checks came in the
mail. PayPal transfers arrived. When the
45 donations were totaled up, we had
collected $5742! Yes, that's less than our
original target of $6300. But the Lord gave
me a certainty that whatever amount we
gathered by the deadline of October 31
would be enough.
Praise be to our great, wise, loving and
faithful God! He has met this need from
all sides--both in raising the money and in
lowering the prices.
You might be wondering: What will
happen with the leftover money after
buying winter clothes? My friends have
asked me if they can use it to conduct a
much-needed nutrition program at the
village learning centers. (I said
"absolutely!") Throughout the winter,
these kids can now get a nutritious meal 3
days a week when they come to the
learning center for classes. Isn't it
amazing!? Our gifts--great and small-combined together to be enough to not
only clothe these kids for the winter, but
to help nourish them too!
Thank you for including these kids in
your definition of the "neighbor" Jesus
calls us to love. Whether you gave,
prayed, told others about it or all three,
thank you for taking action out of love for
Christ. May He continue to fill our hearts
with His supernatural love for others, so
we can love and care for the least of these
for His sake.
All Glory be to Him alone!
Moriah

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
LOOK AT WHAT WE ARE DOING!
What a blessing our ANGEL TREE has
been to others this year. All of the
families have expressed their sincere appreciation for our efforts; with some saying
this will be the only Christmas their children will receive. With help from Busy Bees
(who raised over $650 ), United Methodist Men (who contributed to the food
cards for both Thanksgiving and Christmas), and members and friends of Steele,
we were able to provide Christmas gifts for 20 children (7 families) along with tins
of popcorn, and food cards.
Once again, the BUSY BEES had a wonderful mission project for ECCHO in
October by collecting 304 toothbrushes, 203 tubes of toothpaste, and 108
packages of floss. These are items that ECCHO uses in the personal hygiene bags
they distribute each week.
Special thanks to the SINGLES AND MORE CLASS for their generous contribution
of $1,350 to UMCOR specifically for flood relief. They also were able to deliver 70
children’s books to ECCHO.
Thanks to all who answered the call for food items for ECCHO during Oct/Nov we were able to deliver 207 cans of Chili/Stew to help “beef” up their pantry.
The ECCHO food item for January will be SOUP. With cold weather approaching,
soup is always a welcome item, especially microwaveable varieties that are easy
for children to prepare.
As we discussed in our recent Advent study by Alexander Hamilton, God doesn’t
promise that he will necessarily change your circumstances, He does however,
promise to change YOUR perspective. It is through our giving to our many missions
projects that we show how God’s Love can do just that...it gives us the opportunity
to show others that their lives matter.
-Gina, Kay, and the Missions Committee

BUSY BEES
News from the Hive
Happy New Year Steele Memorial family! We hope everyone had a blessed
holiday season. We return to school January 7th excited to come back feeling
refreshed and renewed. Our Bible story for this month is Jonah and the
Whale, our Bible verse is "Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ
who gives me strength." and our mission project is collecting new children's
socks for ECCHO.
PJ Day is this month!, January 24th and 25th we will come to school in our
pajamas and eat pancakes for snack! Also, this month fall registration
begins. All families who are currently enrolled will register January 28th,
families who regularly attend Steele Memorial can register January 30th.
Alumni can register February 4th and community registration will not open
until March. All new families must meet with the director prior to
registration. If you are interested in a meeting contact Mary Howerton by
email mary@busybeeswv.com, mobile number 304.638.2611 or on the Busy
Bees website http://www.busybeeswv.com/index.html. Bee warm, friends!
-Mary Howerton

HOW TO SPEND EXTENDED TIME IN
PRAYER – Navigators

[This article is a useful tool from the
Navigators ministry.]
In the midst of our busy
lives, it can be incredibly valuable to
go beyond morning devotions and
spend extended time alone with God
in prayer. God has called us into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ (1
Corinthians 1:9). Like many personal
relationships, this fellowship is
nurtured by spending time together.
An extended time in prayer also
gives increased opportunity to think
of the world from God’s point of
view, especially when going through
some difficulty or making big
decisions.
We
need
God’s
perspective to sharpen our vision of
the unseen, and to let the
immediate, tangible things drop into
proper place.
Scheduling your time
Divide the time into three
parts:
•
Wait on the Lord with an
open heart to realize His
presence and to be cleansed.
•
Pray for others. Ask specific
things for them. Use
Paul’s prayers in the New
Testament
(such
as
Romans 15:5-6) to pray for
them and pray for them
what you are praying for
yourself.
•
Pray for yourself. Be totally
honest with God.

What to take with you
The essential items to have with you
are a Bible, paper, and a pen or
pencil. Other helpful items include:
•
Prayer
letters
from
missionaries
and
other
Christian workers
•
A favorite devotional book
•
Your current prayer list
•
Your quiet time journal
•
Scripture memory cards
•
Notes from your last
extended time in prayer
How to stay awake and alert
•
Get adequate rest the night
before.
•
Change positions—sit a
while, walk around, sit, walk,
and so on.
•
Have variety in what you do.
Read the Scriptures,
then
prayer, then write, and so
on.
•
Pray aloud—in a whisper or
soft voice if necessary.
Taking notes
Taking notes during your
extended time in prayer will give you
a record of the things the Lord is
speaking to you, as well as helping
you keep your time organized.
In addition, when we pray
we often have something come to
mind that we feel we should take
action on, or that we have forgotten
to do – perhaps totally unrelated to
what we are praying about. By
keeping paper ready to list these
things, we can avoid prolonged
distraction and act on them later.
Toward the end of your time
in prayer you will want to spend a

few minutes writing down some
conclusions. Summarize the major
impressions of your time. Keep these
notes in a notebook and review them
weekly for a while. This will ensure
that you follow through on the things
God has impressed on you.
Two questions: We quote Lorne
Sanny, former Navigators President:
“The result of your day in
prayer should be answers to the two
questions Paul asked the Lord on the
Damascus road (Acts 22:6-10). Paul’s
first question was, ‘Who are you,
Lord?’ The Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus.’
You will be seeking to know Him, to
find out who He is. The second
question Paul asked was, ‘What shall
I do, Lord?’ the Lord answered him
specifically. This should be answered
or reconfirmed for you in that part of
the day when you unhurriedly seek
His will for you.
“Don’t think you must end
the day with some new discovery or
extraordinary experience. Wait on
God and expose yourself to His
Word. Looking for a new experience
or insight you can share with
someone when you get back will get
you off the track. True, you may gain
some new insight, but often this can
just take your attention from the real
business. The test of such a day is not
how exhilarated we are when the
day is over but how it works into life
tomorrow. If we have really exposed
ourselves to the Word and come into
contact with God, it will affect our
daily life.
“God bless you as you do this – and
do it soon!

HOW ABOUT A TRIP TO THE
HOLY LAND?
Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball is partnering with Rev.
Ellis Conley, (Pastor at Forrest Burdette in Hurricane,
WV), to host a Holy Land Trip this fall, September 28 –
October 7, 2019. The trip includes many historical
locations from the Bible story, including Bethlehem,
Jericho, Qumran, Masada, Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, Sea
of Galilee, Capernaum, Nazareth, the Garden of
Gethsemane and more!
The theme for the trip is Jesus: His Life, His Times,
His Land, His Hebrew Faith. Sponsored through the
reliable Educational Opportunities Holy Land Trip, the
all-inclusive price of $3,398 covers everything except
your daily lunch. EO has been taking groups to Israel
with great success for years. Visit their web site on
www.eo.travel.com.
If this is on your list of things to do, take advantage
of this opportunity now! Pastor Kevin has more
detailed information, but registration is well
underway, with limited space currently available. We
already have a few couples from our Church
interested, some who are signed up to go!

MINISTRY POSITION
AT OUR CHURCH
Steele Memorial United Methodist Church in
Barboursville, WV is hiring to fill a ministry position that
would serve as both Youth Minister and Minister of Spiritual
Formation.
The role of Spiritual Formation will provide dynamic
leadership reflecting the Ministry Action Plan at Steele
Memorial United Methodist Church to make disciples who
make disciples. This area of ministry includes small group
studies and spiritual formation in a variety of settings.
The primary purpose of the Youth Minister position is to
build young disciples for Christ by developing and
implementing a comprehensive approach to youth ministry
(in the areas of group building, worship, discipleship, mission,
and outreach) while serving as a spiritual leader and role
model to the youth of our community.
A more detailed job description can be found on the
Church website: www.steelememorial.com and inquiries can
be made through the Church Office, 304 736-4583.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY
Becky & Sarah Damron
SECOND SUNDAY
Stephanie Hoover
THIRD SUNDAY
Stephanie Fetty
FOURTH SUNDAY
Carla Snell/Mandy Null
FIFTH SUNDAY
Lori Turman

JANUARY 6TH Kelly McGuffin
Donnie Barbour
JANUARY 13TH Gary Cox
Tony Ryder
JANUARY 20TH Pat Cornwell
Mike McClung
JANUARY 27TH Larry Dickens
Tony Ryder

USE OF CHURCH BUILDING:

Policies for Private Use of Church Space

The policies for Church use by Church members have undergone recent review and changes in order to satisfy a
growing list of concerns. The most obvious fees are minimal.
1.
2.
3.
4.

In the case of church use for a birthday party, the cost is $50 because of the time given to address clean-up in
spaces often overlooked, such as the gym or bathrooms in multiple areas of the building.
The initial minimum cost will appear as $150, but the $100 security deposit is refunded following the return of
a building key.
Members’ fees have been extended for outside groups wanting to use the Church, if sponsored by a Church
member and the member must be present.
There is a separate fee schedule for non-member use of the Church facility, whose costs are not included in
this printing of the newsletter.

Fee Schedule
Members/Member Participants/Member –Present For Activities
Facility
Use

Facility Custodial Minister
Organist/
Fee
Honorarium
Fee
Pianist

Sound
Security
System
Operator Deposit

Honorarium
Small
No fee
Fellowship
Hall/Kitchen

$50

Large
No fee
Fellowship
Hall/Kitchen

$50 -

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

(<50 people)

$100
Gymnasium

No fee

$50

NA

NA

NA

Sanctuary

No fee

$100

$150

$50

$50

No fee

No fee

NA

NA

NA

$100
Refundable
Upon
return of
key and
acceptable
inspection
of facility

(includes 2
dressing
rooms)
Picnic
Shelter

NA

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

TPhursday

Friday

Saturday

January 2019
1

2

3

4

5

8:00 Men’s Study
9:30 Engage/
Reaching New
People

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

6:00 Seamless
Study

6:00 Seamless
Study

6:00 Seamless
Study

7:00 Admin. Mtg.

7:00 Christian
Education
Team Mtg

Celebrate
Recovery

Celebrate
Recovery

Celebrate
Recovery

Celebrate
Recovery

1:00 Creed Study
5:30 PM All-Stars
6:00 Young Adult
Study

1:00 Creed Study
5:30 All-Stars
6:00 Young Adult
Study

1:00 Creed Study
5:30 All-Stars
6:00 Young Adult
Study

1:00 Creed Study
All-Stars PJ Party
6:00 Young Adult
Study

7:00 Trustees Mtg.

5:00-9:00
District Lead
Team Mtg.

8:00 Men’s Study

8:00 Men’s Study

8:00 Men’s Study
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REMIND! In case winter weather forces cancellations in our schedule:
The Church will be using a simple tool to help spread
news by sending a text to those who sign up to use the
Remind app, a handy program that will allow us to let the
congregation know if we have to cancel a program or
Sunday worship due to sudden or extreme weather
conditions. In order to be included in the messaging, you
must do the following:
• send a text: type 81010 at the top of your screen
• with @church733 in the message box – and send!
If you would rather receive the message by email, send
a blank email to church733@mail.remind.com.

