
  
 

 

WORSHIP SERMONS  
      
     Pastor Kevin is preaching through the Gospel of Matthew this year in 

order to emphasize the “red letters,” the words that come to us from the 

Son of God. There is no greater source of wisdom for life, eternal life, 

than what we find in the gospel message. At times, however, the words 

of Jesus are hard for us to hear or understand. We wonder how we can 

conform to what appears to be a strict code for living!  

     What’s important for us to hear is the grace and kindness we find with 

God as we are invited to yield to the Spirit of God who shapes our lives – 

from the inside! The prophet Jeremiah spoke about this spiritual reality, 

the presence of the indwelling Spirit of God, to all who choose to 

worship Him! This is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be My people.  (Jeremiah 31:33) 

     (“Israel” refers to all who believe, following the example of Abraham, 

the patriarch of our faith.)   

     Sunday worship is the essential place for which your spirit is formed 

with the life of Jesus Christ! For the next couple months, we will be 

focusing on the Sermon on the Mount, from Matthew, chapters 5-7. I 

hope you will read and prepare for our time together.  

     Audio copies of worship messages are available on CDs upon request 

by contacting Lisa in our Church Office, 304 736-4583.  

 

KEY WORDS – KEY CONCEPTS – The Christian life is defined by 

several key words, including faith and love. Faith is the willingness to 

surrender your will in order to accept and live by the will of God as it is 

revealed to us through Jesus Christ. Love is the desire of my heart to 

form a relationship with my heavenly Father, believing that He has so 

great a love for me!  
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     Wednesdays are “Snow” much fun at All Stars 4 Jesus!!  Choir Time (5:30-6:00) becomes 

Craft Time for the months of January and February.  Our hands will be busy with snowflakes, 

snowmen, and hearts! 

     We will be on the track with Gideon, The Hall of Fame Tracker; and Ruth, The Loyal 

Tracker.  We will be learning that faith involves trusting God even when we don’t understand 

and that loyalty and love go hand in hand.  We will learn that the most loving and loyal friend 

we can have is Jesus! 

     All Stars 4 Jesus would like to THANK the following Special “Fans” of our team: 

Georgeanne Holbrook - supplying craft materials and ideas 

Betty Miller and Patty Collins - volunteering to assist in Team Activities with crafts and class 

lessons 

     All Stars 4 Jesus needs YOU!!  Come be a part of our team!  Extra “fan” volunteers are 

needed to help with crafts either with ideas or materials.  If you have an idea to share for a 

craft, pass it on to CATHY CONARD, team manager, or any of our team coaches.  Monetary 

donations to “All Star 4 Jesus” for crafts are greatly appreciated as well! 

     Mark your calendar for All Star Pajama/Movie Night - Wed., January 15 

 

“Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely on your faithfulness; give me an undivided heart, 

that I may fear your name” 

Psalm 86 

 

ALL STARS 4-JESUS “SNOW MUCH FUN! 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE HIVE 
      
     Happy New Year, Steele Memorial family! We 

hope everyone had a blessed holiday season. We 

are excited to be back and are refreshed and 

renewed. 

      Our Bible story for January is Jonah & the 

Whale, our Bible verse is "Philippians 4:13 I can do 

all things through Christ who gives me strength," 

and our mission project is collecting new children's 

socks for ECCHO.  

     This month we will come to school one day in 

our pajamas and eat pancakes for snack!  

     Fall 2020 registration begins this month for 

currently enrolled families, SMUMC families and 

alumni. Community regi-stration will not open until 

March. All new families must meet with the 

director prior to registration. If you are interested in 

a meeting contact Mary Howerton at 3046382611 

or email her through the website Welcome - Busy 

Bees Preschool  

 
 

January 2 

Buddy & Betty Beckett 

January 7 

William & Susan Wagoner 

January 31 

Paul & Karen Turman 

 

 

January 5
th

  

Teresa Blake 

January 12
th

  

Stephanie Hoover 

January 19
th

 

Stephanie Fetty 

January 26
th

  

Becky & Sarah Damron 

 

 
January 5

th
  

Tony Ryder/Pat Cornwell 

January 12
th

  

Terri Wooten/Donnie Barbour 

January 19
th

  

Mike McClung/Larry Dickens 

January 26
th

 

Kelly McGuffin 

Pat Cornwell 

 
 

GREETER-USHER 

REFRESHER 
 
     The ENGAGE Ministry Team will 

conduct a refresher course for our important 

ministry with hospitality on Sunday, January 

12. This will be a brief meeting as we gather 

in the parlor following worship.  

     In order to coordinate all our efforts, and 

in order to understand the whole principle of 

hospitality, all ushers and greeters should 

plan to attend. Our hospitality team is 

connected to one another, from the greeters 

in our parking lot, to those who distribute 

worship programs, to those who collect our 

offering. We appreciate all that you do!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.busybeeswv.com./
http://www.busybeeswv.com./


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biblical Worldview 

We see people and poverty in the context 

of God’s love and restoration 

Remote Locations 

We serve in hard-to-reach places where 

families that are most vulnerable live. 

Sustainability 

We work on local and regional levels to 

create change that lasts. 

WASH 

Safe Water Access, Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) practices can help 

make clean water sustainable and nearly 

eliminate waterborne diseases. 

Impact Data 

We measure, analyze, and report results 

online to ensure our activities are making 

a lasting impact. 

Appropriate Water Technology 

We access appropriate, long-lasting 

solutions which utilize local ingenuity, 

readily available supplies, and materials 

that community leaders can access. 

 

YOUR MISSION SUPPORT 
      
     At year’s end, Steele Memorial United Methodist Church elected to make a contribution to assist a remote village in Africa acquire 
clean drinking water for the 280 people in Kanyegara, Uganda. Through Lifewater International, we find a mission not only providing 
clean water by drilling wells, but they also teach the villagers sanitation practices that will eliminate water borne diseases that cause 
wide-spread sicknesses to children and women especially. Within these two pages, you will find a thorough description of the 
Lifewater mission.  
     Visit the Lifewater website to learn more, www.lifewater.org  It may be that you have searched for a project like this that your 
class, group, or family could support as well. 
    In acknowledgment of our gift, the following note was received:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

     “The reason I like the mission at Lifewater is because as they provide clean water through drilling wells, they adopt a holistic 
approach, teaching the community sanitation practices and organizing community leaders who will help sustain the clean water 
supply.”  -- Pastor Kevin 
 
Lifewater Model 

 

Dear Steele Memorial —  
     Thank you for your generous donation! Your gift will provide families in 
Kanyegara, Uganda with clean water, improved health, and the hope of the 
gospel. We’ll send you updates as the project progresses so you can see your 
impact. 
                           — Your Friends at Lifewater 
               https://lifewater.org/project/kanyegara/      
      

 

 
What is WASH? (Water Access, Sanitation and Hygiene)  

Discovering the Impact of Simple Practices 
     Clean water is only part of the story in bringing lasting 

health changes to rural communities. To achieve the greatest 

health benefits, improvements in sanitation and hygiene 

must be made alongside access to clean water. 

     These three disciplines—Water Access, Sanitation, and 

Hygiene—commonly referred to as “WASH,” can virtually 

eliminate waterborne diseases. The three components of 

WASH are grouped together because of their 

interdependence; one cannot be fully realized without the 

other. Teaching sanitation and hygiene habits helps to ensure 

that communities can continue to make progress and 

maintain clean water after organizations leave and programs 

end. 

What is WASH? Clean Water Access 
     According to 2015 data, 11.4% of the world lacks a basic 

level of safe drinking water, meaning they’re drinking water 

exposed to harmful pathogens or they’re walking far 

distances to access safe water. Clean water and health means 

families are stronger, with more saved income that they can 

spend on education, business investments, and making a way 

out of poverty. 

What is WASH? Improved Sanitation 
     12% of the world’s population is still practicing open 

defecation, which is directly linked to increased illness and 

even death among communities. Safe water cannot be realized 

when human feces are in open fields, along roads, or anywhere 

where humans interact. Feces often contain dangerous 

pathogens that can make people sick, and children are 

especially susceptible. This is why the sanitation component 

of WASH strategies, which are designed to separate people 

from feces, are imperative to community health.  

     Education is particularly impacted by quality restroom 

facilities. In Uganda, all Lifewater school sanitary facilities are 

accessible for persons with disabilities, and girls’ latrines are 

constructed to ensure an ideal facility for female menstrual 

hygiene requirements. Communities with safe restrooms can 

thrive. For example, after Lifewater constructed restrooms and 

a well at Bulumba Primary School, the pupil population grew 

from 1,029 to 1,250 in just one month. 

What is WASH? Proper Hygiene Practices 
     The hygiene portion of WASH programs focuses on 

implementing healthy habits in communities where they are 

not commonly practiced. These changes in a family’s daily 

routine have saved lives all over the world. These are simple 

practices that cost little to nothing, like washing hands, using a 

drying rack for dishes, and keeping the area around their home 

clean. Without hygiene practices and sanitation facilities, safe 

water is exposed to pathogens that can make people sick. 

                   --continued page 4 

 

How Lifewater Implements WASH Practices 
 Lifewater’s approach to solving the water crisis is 

called Vision of a Healthy Village. It is the culmination of 40 

 



  
 

--continued from page 3

How Lifewater Implements WASH Practices 
     Lifewater’s approach to solving the water crisis is called Vision 

of a Healthy Village. It is the culmination of 40 years of WASH 

experience and exhaustive research. By training local leaders who 

are eager to reach their neighbors with healthy messages, 

communities take ownership of their own transformation. These 

health messages fall into five main categories. 

     Handwashing. Washing hands with soap stops the spread of 

disease. People build simple handwashing devices that save water 

and lives. 

     Drinking and Storing Safe Water. Clean water stored in dirty 

containers becomes unsafe water. Families learn to keep water safe 

from collection to consumption. 

     Drying Rack. Washing dishes and drying them in the sun, 

away from animals, helps stop the spread of harmful pathogens. 

     Using a Latrine. Building and using a simple latrine separates 

people from poop, drastically decreasing waterborne diseases. It 

also provides safety and dignity. 

     Clean Compound. Keeping the household environment clear 

of trash and feces discourages germs, keeps people more safe, and 

helps them take more pride in their home. 

 

ANGEL TREE 
      Our “Angels” did an outstanding job this year in helping so 

many youngsters know the joy of Christmas. Due to the generosity 

of many, we were able to help 6 families with 60 gifts (3 for each 

child) along with a $100 food card and tins of popcorn treats for 

each family. So, THANK YOU to: all the people who shopped and 

donated gifts, all the people who made donations to funds for the 

food cards, the United Methodist Men and Women who directed 

funds from their budgets for food cards, the Busy Bees who 

collected cash and donated the popcorn tins...and especially to our 

own special Angels: Doris Wooten, Sandy Rupert, and Janet 

Sebert who tirelessly organized everything! 

     Steele Memorial is truly blessed to have so many caring 

individuals sharing God’s Love. 

 

Staff Pastor Parish Team 
     It is with much gratitude that the SPPR team acknowledges the 

following for their service, support, knowledge, skills, and 

guidance to the SPPR team: 

 Chris Jarvis  

 Doris Staton 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

January Birthdays 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

     The month of December we welcomed two new families to our 

membership here at Steele Memorial.  

 December 15
th

, Jeff, Patty, Alex and Oliver Mast were 

welcomed to our church family. Patty transferred her 

membership from St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 

Defiance, Ohio. 

 December 22
nd

, Matthew, Whitney, Lennon, Lucy and 

Dylan Stead were welcomed to our church membership. 

Matthew transferred his membership from 

Williamstown First United Methodist and Whitney 

transferred her membership from First United Methodist 

Church, Barboursville.  

     We are so happy to embrace our new friends with the love 

of Christ!  Welcome to our church family! 

 

Glenn Edward Smith 
December 19, 1929 – December 4, 2019 

 

2
nd

 Ashley Kinker 

5
th 

Mike Blower 

7
th
 Brock Herrenkohl 

8
th
 Libby Burdette 

     Shawn Kelley 

     Kyleigh Snell 

10
th
 Patty Blankenship 

11
th
 Sandy Rupert 

12
th
 Bryton Leadman 

15
th
 Shirley Bowen  

       Laura Leadman 

16
th
 Bryan Turman 

       Ron Wooddell 

17
th
 Sue Ann Carroll 

       Betty Duncan 

       Roxie Feese 

19
th
 Jessica Brier 

       Bob Miller 

20
th
 Paul Turman, Sr 

22
nd

 Phyllis Johnson     

        Karen Stevens 

23
rd

 Sydney Adkins 

24
th
 Jenny Black 

        Brenda Chapman 

       Patty Collins 

25
th
 Stephanie Hoover 

26
th
 Kevin Ballengee 

29
th
 Alex Mast 

30
th
 Kelly McGuffin 

31
st
 Kayla Childers 



  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      January 2020 

  
 

  
 

   
 

  
 

  
 

1  
5:30 PM  All-Stars 

6:00 PM Youth  

6:30 PM Pastor’s                       
Study 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 

5  
 

6  
6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

7:00 PM Boy Scout 

 

7  
6:30 PM 

Celebrate Recovery 

8  
5:30 PM  All-Stars 

6:00 PM Youth  

6:30 PM Pastor’s                       
Study 

9  
1:00 PM Lydia Circle 

10  
 

11  
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 

12  
12:00 PM Engage 
Team Mtg. 

13  
6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

7:00 PM Boy Scout 

 

14  

10:00 AM WDC Mtg 

6:30 PM 

Celebrate Recovery 

15  
5:30 PM  All-Stars 

6:00 PM Youth  

6:30 PM Pastor’s                       
Study  

16  
 

17  
 

18  
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 

19  
 

20  

Office Closed 

6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

7:00 PM Boy Scout 

 
Martin Luther King Day 

21  
 
6:30 PM 

Celebrate Recovery 

22  
5:30 PM  All-Stars 

6:00 PM Youth  

6:30 PM Pastor’s                       
Study 

23  
5:00 PM District 
Leadership Team 
Mtg. 

24  
 

25  
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 

26  
 

27  
6:30 PM Cub Scouts 

7:00 PM Boy Scout 

 

28  
6:30 PM 

Celebrate Recovery 

29 
5:30 PM  All-Stars 

6:00 PM Youth  

6:30 PM Pastor’s                       
Study 

30  
 

31  
 

  
 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

         SUNDAY                           WEDNESDAY   
  8:45 AM   Worship                5:30 PM   All-Stars 4-Jesus   
 9:40 AM   Sunday School       6:00 PM   Youth Program 
10:45 AM   Worship    6:30 PM   Young Adult Small Group 
  6:30 PM    Evening Worship 

 

REFIT 
M- W-F 

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM 
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Worship the Lord in all his holy splendor. 
Psalms 96:9 

 
 


