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From the Pastor 

 Here are a couple of real life situations:  
• Arlene  just said “Yes,” to Jason’s proposal, and now they are engaged. Lat-

er that night as Jason lies in bed, he wonders how in the world will he be 
able to support her when he can barely live alone on what he makes.  

• Randy is two hours late getting home from being out with his buddies. His 
parents are angry with him for not calling, but all they can think of is that he 
must have had car trouble, or worse, an accident. 

• Christine is pregnant again. After losing the last baby during the second tri-
mester, she can’t help but wonder if this new little child will ever have a 
chance to see this world.  

 
 What do these scenarios share in common? Worry.  
 Most of us are familiar with worry.  
 In Luke 12, Jesus speaks about worry. You probably remember part of this: 
God cares for the birds who neither plant, nor harvest food for themselves, yet they 
always have food aplenty. God drapes the lilies in more beauty than kings; surely you 
are more valuable to the Father than either of these! “Can all your worry add a single 
moment to your life? If worry can’t accomplish a little thing like that, what’s the use 
of worrying over bigger things?”  – Luke 12:25-26 
 In the next paragraph Jesus attaches the idea of worry as a sign of little faith. 
And yet worry is commonplace!  
 Has worry irritated you? 
 Worry is defined by Webster as “mental distress or agitation resulting from 
concern usually for something impending or anticipated.”  In other words, worry is 
about things that have  not happened. Worry is not really an emotion; it is a mental 
obsession.  
 It is natural to be worried or anxious when you face a tough situation or 
when you face an unpredictable resolution to a problem. In cases like this, worry 
causes us to replay possible outcomes over and over again in our minds. Most like-
ly, the outcome we imagine is negative. 
 Being “concerned” can be positive when it moves you to action, such as 
seeing a doctor when we are sick or a going to a mechanic when the car is acting up. 
But worry is rarely tied to constructive action and is usually unproductive.                   
--continued on page 4 
 Worry rises to an unhealthy level and takes its toll when:  
•you’re not sleeping ... 
•you’re not productive ... 
•you’re worried about two or more topics the majority of the time ... 
•you’re focusing on situations of worry more than the other business of life ... 
•or your life feels out of control.  
 Most professional counselors will tell you that fear is the opposite of faith, 
and worry is a symptom of fear. When we operate in fear or worry, we don’t have the 

faith that God has a plan for you in life. 
 Did you know that you have control over whether you worry or not? Some 
people are more inclined to worry than others. That isn’t a character flaw, it’s just a 
built-in reminder to pray and trust in the Lord.                            --continued on page 3 
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Have a Heart 
     Valentines of every size and descrip-
tion adorn store window and other places 
of business this time of year.  The holiday 
has become a time for love to be en-
throned as a virtue, with the hearts sym-
bolizing the romance of our lives.   
     But the heart symbolizes not only love, 
but life itself! Without a heart, our bodies 
cannot survive. 

     Consider God’s words to Samuel: “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have re-
jected him; for the Lord does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart”(1 Samuel 16:7, NRSV.) 
     The heart --that inner countenance--
shows what we really are.  Samuel was to 
seek one of the sons of Jesse to be the 
new king.  David, even though he was the 
weakest physical specimen, was the one 
selected.  His heart was great. 
     Love looks deeper than outward ap-
pearances, and we can thank God for that.  
Don’t’ be swayed by mere valentines--
have a heart! 
 



 

 

The Genesis Sunday 
School Class 
invites you to join us as we study 
Max Lucado’s  video series Unshaka-
ble Hope. In Unshakable Hope, Max 
Lucado unpacks a dozen of the Bi-
ble’s most significant promises 
equipping us to overcome difficult 
circumstances, experiences, lasting 
security, and make wise decisions.  
When the winds and waves of life 
rage, God’s promises are like lights 
on the shoreline, guiding us home.  
And since His Word is unbreakable, 
our hope is unshakeable. 
     Coffee, doughnuts, and a seat are 
waiting for you!  You will find us on 
the third floor  
 
     FUTURE STUDY:  Prayer: The 
Ultimate Conversation by Charles 
Stanley. 
 
GET TO KNOW THE GENESIS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  The 
Genesis Sunday School Class began 
in June of 1983 as an intern project of 
then seminary student Ford Price as 
the Young Adult Sunday School 
Class.  It continued under the guid-
ance and spiritual leadership of  John 
and Susan Call.  To reflect the chang-
es and new seasons of our lives, the 
name changed to The Genesis Sun-
day School Class.  With heartfelt 
gratitude for John and Susan’s devo-
tion to our spiritual formation and to 
honor their memory, The Genesis 
Sunday School  Class continues to 
meet and build on the foundation laid 
by John and Susan.  Are you looking 
for a new beginning? The Genesis 
Sunday School Class welcomes you! 

      Kim Matthews, the Annual Confer-
ence Director of Lay Servant Ministries, 
is offering a Conference Certified Lay 
Ministry Course in 2022.  The purpose of 
this course is to provide a guided and 
shared experience of the Certified Lay 
Ministry curriculum that is enhanced with 
training from Conference “experts” in the 
fields of study in the course.  You can 
learn more about Certified Lay Ministry 
at this link —  
https://www.wvumc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/08/LSM-
CLM_InfoSheet2016.pdf  — but in short, 

consider becoming a CLM if you are 
called to serve in a particular ministry 
long term. 
     The course will be offered as an 
online opportunity.  The first, introduc-
tory session will be held via Zoom on 
March 3 at 7:00 p.m.  Please register at 
this link to receive the zoom invitation. 
Those who are interested in the course 
are invited to attend the introductory 
session without commitment to learn 
more about the course and its require-
ments. 
 

[Below is an introductory letter from our new minister, Rev. Greg Markins, who will be 
appointed to serve at Steele Memorial United Methodist Church, effective July 1.] 
 
FROM OUR NEW PASTOR:  
Greetings Friends and Members of Steele Memorial United Methodist 
Church,  
     My name is Greg Markins. I was born in Huntington, WV and I am mar-
ried to the Rev. Teresa Markins, Senior Pastor at St. John UMC in Scott De-
pot.. We have two adult children, Karah and Ashton, and one grandson, Xan-
der.  
     I graduated  from Marshall University in 2005 and Duke University Di-
vinity School where I received my Masters of Divinity in 2008.  
     Prior to answering my call to ministry, I worked in the grocery business 
for 20 years. Prior to my current appointment at St. Paul’s in Nitro, I served 
at Wayside UMC in Vienna and Mt. Olivet UMC in Wheeling. I am in my 
ninth year serving as the Dean and Director for Course of Study School (WV 
Extension) for Local Pastors. 
     My passion for ministry is to help others experience the Good news of 
God’s kingdom through mission, outreach, and discipleship.  
     I enjoy spending time with my family on the family farm, reading, 
kayaking, and going to our grandson’s baseball games.  
     I look forward to the shared ministry that is before us. In the meantime, I 
hold you  as well as Pastor Kevin and his family in my thoughts and prayers 
during the coming months. 

Grace and peace,  
Rev. Greg Markins  

Conference Certified Lay Ministry 
Course to Be Offered 
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Contact the church office at  304-736-4583 



 

Lenten Study: Grace 
     
      Our study for Lent is by Max Lucado, Grace: More 
than we deserve; Greater than we imagine. The study 
will run from March 6 – April 17, the six weeks leading 
to Easter. You and your friends are encouraged to take 
part in this important study! (Contact Jack or Claren Per-
kins to reserve a book for you.) 
     Grace.  We talk as though we understand the term. 
The bank gives us a grace period. The seedy politician 
falls from grace. Musicians speak of a grace note. We 
describe an actress as gracious, a dancer as graceful. We 
use the word for hospitals, baby girls, kings, and pre-
meal prayers. We talk as though we know what grace 
means. 
     But do we really understand it? Have we settled for 
wimpy grace? It politely occupies a phrase in a hymn, 
fits nicely on a church sign. Never causes trouble or de-
mands a response. When asked, "Do you believe in 
grace?" who could say no? 
     Max Lucado asks a deeper question: Have you been 
changed by grace?  
     God’s grace has a drenching about it. A wildness 
about it. A white-water, riptide, turn-you-upside-
downness about it. Grace comes after you. It rewires 
you. From insecure to God-secure. From regret riddled 
to better-because-of-it. From afraid-to-die to ready-to-
fly. 
     Grace is the voice that calls us to change and then 
gives us the power to pull it off!  
     Let’s make sure Grace gets you!  

  -Continued from page 1 

 Now, don’t let that last sentence slip by you so quick-
ly. Let worry serve as a trigger to talk to God! It can 
be easy to say “Don’t worry,” but a lot harder to actu-
ally change your pattern of thinking. One approach is 
to set limits so that worry doesn’t rage out of control. 
Listed here are steps to follow to help change the way 
you think. If you’d like to discuss these more, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me. 
  
1. Start Each Day with God. Begin each day in 

alone time with God. Tell Him what concerns 
you have.   

2. Pray about Your Worries. Bring your worri-
some situation to God, ask for guidance, and 

expect to “hear” His counsel in the day.  
3. Keep a Journal. As you talk to God, write 

down anything you feel He is telling you about 
your course of action.  

4. Set Boundaries. To prevent worrying unreal-
istically about a situation, get facts and expert 
advice. 

5. Think Differently. Give yourself permission 
to relax and make mistakes. We all make mis-
takes!  

6. Seek Balance. The goal is to walk in peace 
and assurance by finding the balance of prayer 
action, and ultimately, freedom from worry. 

                                    — Pastor Kevin 
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[The following was recommended by one of our members, from Proverbs 31 Ministries for women. ] 
 
“I was glad when they said to me, 
‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.’” 
 —  Psalm 122:1  
 
     There is nothing I enjoy more than attending church with my family. It’s the nourishment my soul needs as I begin each week. 
     But just to keep it real, the task of getting inside those church doors isn’t always easy. 
     I remember, when my boys were little, our pre-church, Sunday-morning routine was both chaotic and exhausting for my husband 
and me. Getting ourselves ready, getting our children ready, packing up the diaper bag, buckling up car seats — by the time I en-
tered the sanctuary, I was worn out. 
     And like clockwork, about 20 minutes into the service, I was summoned. 
     One of my boys usually had a meltdown and wore out one of our church’s sweet volunteers with inconsolable crying for his ma-
ma — that would be me! I would then spend the rest of the Sunday service hanging out in our church lobby, sitting in the “cry 
room” or walking up and down the hallways of our church. 
     Maybe you’re in that same season of having little ones, and staying home is easier than all the effort required to go to church. I 
understand the struggle! 
     Or maybe it’s not the kids; it’s your own busy schedule, and you don’t have the time or energy to make it to church. You promise 
yourself you’ll try to catch it online … again. I get that, too! 
     I praise God for technology and for the online church options we have when we are sick, traveling, in a bind or in the peak of a 
pandemic! 
     But with all the excuses we can come up with, there’s just something special about being in the house of God! 
      In the book of 1 Samuel, a woman named Hannah spent years praying for a child. When God granted her request, Hannah knew 
that her little boy, Samuel, was a gift from God. So she kept her original promise to the Lord and gave her son back to Him. Samuel 
literally grew up in God’s house. 
     That’s where little Samuel first learned to hear the voice of God. 
     Spending time in the presence of God gave Samuel the opportunity to hear from God. Years later, little Samuel became the 
prophet Samuel who anointed David as king … the same David who wrote, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the 
house of the LORD!’” (Psalm 122:1) 
     It all came full circle. Hannah’s faithfulness in making sure Samuel was spending time in God’s house had an impact on one of 
the greatest kings of Israel. 
     And so it is with you and me. The seeds of time we sow now in going to church will reap a harvest greater than we may ever 
know in our own lives and in the lives of our friends, family and children. 
     My teenage boys no longer need my help getting ready for church, but trust me — we still have our share of Sunday-morning 
“Hurry up, or I’m leaving” chaos going on. The devil is real, and he will never make going to church easy. 
     So whatever obstacles come our way this weekend — an unexpected last-minute diaper change, a teenager who won’t stop star-
ing at himself in the mirror, or perhaps something much deeper that’s keeping us from entering those church doors — may God give 
each one of us the strength and direction we need to persevere and make our way to the house of God. 
     I believe we’ll be glad we did.   — by Binu Samuel  
 
     A Prayer for the Day: Heavenly Father, we live in a day where so much competes for our time and attention. Help us to make 
spending time in Your house a priority so our spirits can receive the nourishment they need. And for my dear friends who have been 
hurt by a previous church experience, I ask that You would heal their hearts and lead them by Your Spirit to a place where they can 
grow in their relationship with You — a place they can call home. Thank You for hearing our prayers. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

 
[The following comes to us from Lifewater, a minis-
try providing resources to dig clean water wells in 
third world countries. ] 
YOUR MISSION GIVING:  
Dear Steele Memorial United Methodist Church, 
     You gave generously and loved well this past year. 
Thank you!  
     Your gift will directly reach people with clean water, 
health, and hope, including mothers like Naigaga. 
     “I never, in my wildest dreams, thought that I would be 
here today. That me, Naigaga Joweri, would be saving 
money and thinking about the future with my educated 
children but a life is peace and prosperity. I know I will 
never be able to thank those who gave to change our lives 

but God will reward them." 
     You are not just giving water and health. You are changing life for mothers like Naigaga. 
     On behalf of your team at Lifewater, thank you for choosing to Love Well. We are so grateful for you! 

Blessings, 
Maggie 
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    ALL STARS 4-JESUS  are back in 
action each Wednesday evening. Tracking 
the Truth. The game plan is as follows: 
5:30 p.m. Choir 
6:00 p.m. Dinner 
6:30 p.m. Class 
     Special Valentine activities are planned 
for February 9.   

     All Stars 4-Jesus follows Cabell County 

Schools inclimate weather policies. If Ca-

bell County is out of school, All Stars 4-

Jesus will not meet. 

     Special Valentine Activities are 

planned for February 9th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

February 2 Soup/Grilled Cheese 
February 9 Chicken Nuggets 
February 16 Pizza Bagel Bites 
February 23 Pancakes/ Bacon 

ALL STARS 4-JESUS! 
 

Youth - S.WA.G. 
     As we welcomed a new year, 
the youth began a series called 
"Clean Slate." In this series we 
have discussed how having a 
clean slate allows us to accept 
God's forgiveness in our own 
lives and extend forgiveness to 
others, as well as  how having 
a  clean slate gives us a clear con-
science to be free to love and 
serve God with all our hearts.  
     As we enter the second month 
of the year we will discuss "Love 
Stories." Love Stories is a 4-week 
series exploring what true love 
looks like by studying four great 
love stories in the Bible (Abraham 
and Sarah, Ruth and Boaz, Mary 
and Joseph, and Jacob and Ra-
chel).  We continue to meet from 
6:00 p.m - 7:30 p.m each Wednes-
day and would love to have you 
join us!                            -- Ashlee 

News from the Hive 

      The month of February the Bees will focus on various Valentine’s activities, as well as activities for letters B, K, & J.  
       The Bible Story for this month will be David and Goliath! and the Bible verse is Joshua 1:9 Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

terrified or discouraged. 
     Valentine's Parties will be on Monday, February 14 and Tuesday, February 15.  Games, crafts and snacks will take 
place in our classrooms throughout the day. Each class will also participate in a fun obstacle course that will be set up 
in our gym.  We would love for parents to come to the gym and help us with our obstacle course activities and help us 
disinfect the stations between classes.   
     Registration meetings for families who have never attended Busy Bees in the past will start this month.  If you 
know someone who is interested in registering for Fall, 2022, please have them call, email or text Ms. Mary to sched-
ule an appointment. 
     In order to make up for weather related closings, Busy Bees will operate on normal schedules on the following 
dates: *Note these dates we were previously out of school* Monday, February 7, Thursday, May 26, and Friday, May 
27. 
     If you would like a statement of your tuition payments for the 2021 tax year, please text Ms. Mary and request one.  

Requests will be gathered weekly and sent home the following Monday or Tuesday. 
     Our February mission project is pet supplies for our local animal rescues. Our local rescues respectfully ask for BRAND SPECIFIC 
foods, to eliminate GI issues that occur in dogs and cats when their foods are changed. Each class is being asked to donate specific items.  
Please try to stick to the requested item and brand. 
BeeGinners: TOYS--- for dogs, cats, kittens, and puppies, especially KONGS or heavy rubber toys, soft toys for puppies. BeeDazzlers: 
PURINA BRAND dog chow or cat chow BeeLievers: Paper towels and hand soaps BeeFrienders: Trash bags (large and kitchen sized) 
and Floor cleaners such as Pine Sol 
but any brand is acceptable! 

Don't forget we are accepting donations for our 2022-23 KinderMusik Fund! 

COME JOIN OUR TEAM! 
 

TEAM COACHES 
Susan McClung & Lorri Turman 
Patty Mast & Stephanie Hoover 
Sarah Nibert & Brandi Beasley 

 
CONCESSIONS: 

Marlene Black 
Megan Anuskiewicz 

Susan McClung 
 

MANAGER: 
Cathy Conard 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
January 1 - Breigh Nibert 

January 29 - Alex Mast 



 

February 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Groundhog 

Day 

3 4 5 

6 7 

6:30 p.m. 

Trustees Mtg. 

8 

 

9 

6:00 p.m. 

Finance Mtg. 

10 11 12 

13 

Scout Sunday 

14 

Happy  

Valentine’s Day 

15 

6:30 p.m 

Admin Council  

16 17 18 19 

20 21 

President’s Day 

Office Closed 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      

SUNDAY 
9:45 a.m.  

Sunday School 
10:45 a,m. 

 
 
 

MONDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 
6:30 p.m. 

Cubs 
6:30 p.m. 

Scouts 

WEDNESDAY 
5:30 p.m. 

All Stars 4-Jesus 
6:00 p.m. 

S.WA.G. Youth 
 
 

FRIDAY 
9:30 a.m. 

ReFit 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

2nd  
Cathy Conard 

3rd 
Stephanie Taylor 

Jack Nichols 
6th  

Kathy Lester 
7th  

Kim Socha 
Ella Nease 

9th  
Harvey Morrison 

11th  
Mark Call 

12th  
Ernestine Blake 

16th  
Betty Beckett 

 

17th  
Colleen Johnson 

18th  
Phyllis Griffith 
Kim Schmidt 

23rd  
Jim Reiter 

25th  
Bobby Bannister 

27th  
Lilly Smith 

 
 

16th  
Marvin & Doris Staton 

The Engine of Marriage 
     Being in love is a good thing, but it is 
not the best thing. Love is a deep unity, 
maintained by the will and deliberately 
strengthened by habit; reinforced by the 
grace which both partners ask and receive 
from God.  On this love the engine of 
marriage is run; being in love was the 
explosion that started it. 
                                         --C.S. Lewis 



 

STEELE MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CHURCH LEADERS FOR 2022 
Church Council: (¶249, 252.5) 
Administrative Council Chairperson     Sandy Rupert 
Administrative Council Vice-Chair     Larry Dickens 
Lay Member to Annual Conference     Jim Pickett 
Lay Leader        Jack Perkins 
Trustees Chairman       Eddie Smith 
Staff-Parish Relations Co. Chairperson    Jon Fannin 
Pastor         Kevin Lantz 
Pastor Emeritus       Ralph Sager 
Church Treasurer       Annetta Coates 
Financial Secretary       Lisa Rhoades 
Youth Ministry Director      Ashlee Gallion 
Secretary of the Administrative Council    Julia Dickens 
... and ALL CHAIRPERSONS OF MINISTRY TEAMS/COMMITTEES LISTED BELOW 

Members-At-Large: (¶252.5) 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee: (¶258.2.b) Chairperson: Jon Fannin 
ex officio: Jack Perkins; Jim Pickett 

Trustees: (¶2525-2526) Chairperson: Eddie Smith 

Committee on Nominations Leadership Development: (¶258.1) Chairperson: Kevin Lantz 
ex officio: Jack Perkins 

Finance Committee: (¶258.4) Chairperson: Chad Fisher; Vice-Chairman: Ron Wooddell; Members: Annetta Coates; 
Sandy Rupert; Jon Fannin; Eddie Smith; Kevin Lantz; Lisa Rhoades; Jack Perkins; Jim Pickett 

Secretary of the Charge Conference: Karen Turman 

2022 
Teresa Blake 
Sandy Rupert 
Terry Triplett 

2023 
Mark Call 
Judy Hayes 
Nathan Kinker 

2024 
Jon Fannin 
Teresa Pickett 
Reba Swann 

2022 
Patty Blankenship 
Greg Gesner 
Eddie Smith* 

2023 
Mike Call 
Bob Miller 
Robin Triplett 

2024 
Aaron Gallion 
Todd Lester 
Levi Merritt 

2022 
Mike Call 
Amy Jarvis 
Levi Merritt 

2023 
Bob Chenoweth 
Dallas Nibert 
Rosie Wooddell 

2024 
Lynnette Call 
Buck Conard 
Greg Crews 

2022 
Bobby Bannister 
Brenda Cornwell 
Russ Witten 

2023 
Frank Hayes 
Kay Ratcliff 
Matt Stead 

2024 
Roger Call 
Becky Nisbet 
Doris Staton 

Brandi Beasley  
 

Julia Dickens 
Kylie Fisher 

Russ Witten 



 LAY NOMINATIONS – 2022 

-- MINISTRY TEAM -- 
 
Lay Member to Annual Conference 
Jim Pickett 
 
Alternate: Lay Member to Annual Conference 
Jack Perkins 
 
Administrative Board Chairperson 
Sandy Rupert 
 
Financial Secretary 
Lisa Rhoades 
 
Christian Education 
Ashley Kinker and Whitney Stead 
Jenny Black; Amy Jarvis; Aimee Merritt . . . Janet Foss, Delora Call, 
 

Children’s Ministry Team: All Stars for Jesus 
Cathy Conard 
 
Youth Minister: SWAG 
Ashlee Gallion 
 
Technology Team 
Jon Fannin 
Maggie Chenoweth; Aaron Gallion; Chris Jarvis 
 

Worship 
Connie Gesner 
 
Choir Director 
Johnna Adkins 
 
Head Usher 
Jim Boggess 
 
Mission / Caring Ministries Co-Chairpersons 
Gina Crews & Crystal Merritt 
 
Sunday School Superintendent – 
Jenny Black 
 
ECCHO 
Brenda Chapman Kay Ratcliff 

Betty Miller 
 
Scouting 
Bill Dutton 
 
UM Women President – 
Rosie Wooddell 
 
UM Men President – 
Jack Perkins 
 
ENGAGE: Evangelism & Witness 
Alan Beasley and Chris Jarvis 
Alan Beasley; Teresa Blake; Pat Cornwell; Levi Merritt; Jack Perkins; Jim 
Pickett; Robert & Kay Ratcliff; Keith & Malinda Ross; Christ Roy; Sandy 
Rupert; Kim Socha; Karen Turman; Patrick Wagoner; Rosie Wooddell 
 

District Conference (2) 
Spiritual Formation 
Claren Perkins 
Willie Adkins; Buck & Cathy Conard; Gina Crews; John & Sue 
Cummings; Phyllis Griffith; Rick &Lori Jones; Aimee Merritt; Doris 
Staton; Megan Turman; Jessica Wiley; Terry Wooten 
 

Cooperative Parish Representative (2) 
Vicki Delp 
 
Parsonage Committee 
Eddie Smith [plus a member of SPRC] 
 
Pre-School Team 
Larry Dickens 
 
Membership Secretary 
Lisa Rhoades 
 
Building Church & Community Life (BCCL) 
Vicki Smith 
 
Historian 
Sandy and Jim Boggess 
 
Security 
Brad Merritt 
 
Healthy Church Task Force 
Janet Foss, Ashlee Gallion, Connie Gesner, Pastor Kevin 
Lantz, Lisa Rhoades, Eddie Smith, Dr. Skyler Smith, and 
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Steele Memorial United Methodist Church 
733 Shaw Street /PO Box 346 
Barboursville, WV  25504 
www.steelememorial.com 
304-736-4583 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” John 15:12 


