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 In the Gospel of John, chapter 13, we find a story that 
is not told anywhere else: It is the story of Jesus washing 
the feet of His disciples. It’s an awkward experience, as 
you can imagine. Washing feet was a role that was ex-
pected from the servant in the house.  
 Jesus and the twelve had come to the upper room for 
the Passover, Jesus’ final Passover meal! The disciples 
still struggled to understand how to make sense from the 
lessons Jesus was teaching. But this night would long be 
remembered for a lot of different experiences!  
 The Bible tells us: Jesus got up from the table, took off 
His robe, wrapped a towel around His waist, and poured 
water into a basin. Then He began to wash the disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel He had around Him.  
 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to Him, 
“Lord, are You going to wash my feet?”  
 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am          
 doing, but someday you will.”  
 “No,” Peter protested, “You will never ever wash my 
 feet!”  
 Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to 
 Me.”  
 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and 
head as well, Lord, not just my feet!” (John 13:4-9) 
 Two different times Peter protested! First, Peter  object-
ed to seeing his Lord in what he thought was a humiliating 
posture at his feet. “No! This is beneath you!” it seemed 
Peter wanted to say.  
 But then Peter heard Jesus: “Unless I wash you, you 
can have no part with Me.”  

 And desperate to have Jesus, all of Jesus, Peter 
begged – or could we say he repented – “Then wash my 
hands and my head as well!”  He was all in and wanted all 
that Jesus would offer!  
 In time, 50 days after Jesus was raised from the dead, 
the followers of Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit! Their 
lives were filled with power! Their experiences were super-
charged! Their understanding was enlightened! Their 
hearts were filled with gifts from the Spirit of God! They 
were something new; something different – and they knew 
from that day that they would never be alone again! They 
now had the spirit of Jesus Christ, the One who had died 
and been raised to new life, living within them! That’s get-
ting your hands and your head washed – and then some! 
It’s getting the glory of God as you give to Him your open 
heart, ready to serve and to follow Him in the littlest of 
things to the biggest!  
 Will He have all of you? All you have to do is pray, con-
fessing that you’re a sinner who needs help with the prob-
lem of sin in your life. Confessing your sins and repenting 
means that we turn around from living our life where “self” 
has served as lord, and grant Jesus the authority to sit on 
the throne of your life as Lord and Savior! If this is what 
you want, if this is what you know you need, you can hum-
bly ask Him into your heart today! Right now! And please 
follow that up with a contact to your Pastor who wants to 
celebrate the joyous decision with you! 
 

            Pastor Kevin 



      You and the community are invited to attend a special 
service on Wednesday evening, 6:30 p.m. on February 26, 
ushering in the season of Lent! 
     Our Ash Wednesday worship directs us into the six 
weeks of spiritual formation that focuses the believer on 
faith and self-denial. To help facilitate this season of search-
ing for a genuine faith relationship to our heavenly 
Father, you can take part in one of the small groups that will 
be meeting on Wednesday afternoon as we move toward 
Easter. More information is located within this newsletter! 
     What is Lent? A Time Set Aside 
     Just as we set aside time to spiritually prepare for Christ-
mas Day, it makes sense to set aside time to prepare for 
the two most important days of the Christian year. Lent is a 
time that offers us an opportunity to examine the human 
condition we may spend the rest of the year running from, 
and it brings our need for a Savior to the forefront. Like Ad-
vent, Lent is a time to open the doors of our hearts a little 
wider and understand our Lord a little deeper, so that when 
Good Friday – and eventually Easter comes – it is not just 
another day at church but an opportunity to receive the 
overflowing of graces God has to offer!   
     But unlike the childlike joy associated with the season of 
Advent, with its eager anticipation of the infant Jesus, Lent 
is an intensely penitential time as we examine our sinful 
natures and return to the God we have hurt time and again 
through our own rebelliousness. Lent is also an opportunity 
to contemplate what our Lord really did for us on the Cross 
– and it wasn't pretty. But ultimately, the purpose of Lent 
does not stop at sadness and despair – it points us to the 
hope of the Resurrection and the day when every tear will 
be dried (Rev. 21:3) with our Easter celebration! 

 

Looking Ahead: MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Christ In the Passover Event   
 We have an unique opportunity this year to learn about 
the Passover from the view point of those who know it best! 
Jews for Jesus is made up of Jewish people who have ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as Messiah and Savior. The organiza-
tion has members who visit Churches to share special de-
tails and nuances of what Jesus’ Last Supper meant to 
those who were living in His day.  

  The Passover is filled with meaning for the Christian Church, 
as Jesus is, for us, the Passover lamb, the final sacrifice for the 
sins of the world! Set a reminder for the date, April 9, for this 
signature experience!  
 Essentials of Jewish Evangelism  You can also learn how to 
share the gospel with Jewish people. Gain the skills to reach 
the world. Evangelism begins with your relationship with Jesus 
and a desire to tell others about Him. By adding knowledge and 
experience, you can engage people in gospel conversations 
with sensitivity and confidence. This is where training with Jews 
for Jesus can make all the difference 
 

BISHOP’S DAY WITH MINISTERS  
 Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball will be visiting each District in the 
next few months to spend time with all clergy. The Western Dis-
trict Day will be February 10 at First UMC Huntington. This will 
be the clergy gathering for February.  
 Our Bishop will spend the morning discussing leadership. 
Retired Pastors are welcome! All are encouraged to stay for 
lunch. 
 Lay Members of the Church: At 7p.m. the West Virginia Del-
egation to General Conference will have an open meeting to 
learn about concerns surrounding the General Conference in 
May. This is not about any one issue!  This is about how Gen-
eral Conference works. It will be very educational. Clergy and 
Lay members from the congregation are encouraged to attend 
the meeting at First U.M Church on 5

th
 Avenue in downtown 

Huntington. (Bishop Sandra will not be available at the evening 
session. 

Managing Stress:  
Academy for Spiritual Formation! 
 Managing Stress: Body, Mind, and Spirit. 
 How would your life change if you understood stress man-
agement as a spiritual practice? The Upper Room offers a pro-
gram in which you can participate, the Spring Academy for 
Spiritual Formation. Join with others who are engaging with 
the rhythms of learning, worship, fellowship, and silence. In to-
day’s frantic and demanding world, these rhythms are essential 
to developing a healthy relationship with stress. 
 The dates are April 19-24, at the John XXIII Pastoral Center 
in Charleston, WV. For more information you can visit the West 
Virginia United Methodist website, www.wvumc.org and search: 
Managing Stress.  
 A place of peace – Experience genuine Christian hospitality 
at John XXIII Pastoral Center Charleston, WV. This modern 
facility is nestled in a picturesque natural setting just minutes 
from downtown Charleston. John XXIII is a beautiful facility with 
walking trails and plenty of space for silence and reflection and 
accommodates participants with rooms and meals. Cost for the 
6-day retreat is $650.  
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY 
He Chose the Nails by Max Lucado 
          

 The Spiritual Formation Team will be offering a 

Lenten Study entitled He Chose the Nails by Max 

Lucado during March.  The five week study will 

include He Chose: 

  To Be One of Us 

  To Forgive Us 

  To Invite Us into His Presence 

  To Love Us Forever 

  To Give Us Victory 

     Books will be available to purchase for $10.00.  

(Sorry but the book is not offered in a large print 

format.)  It is not necessary to purchase a book. 

     Please prayerful consider preparing your heart 

for Easter by joining in a study. Check your bulletin 

for times.  An insert will be included in the bulletin 

so that you can register to attend, or you can call 

the church office. 

LIFEWATER Report  
 
 I pray that the start of 2020 is treating you and your family well. Thanks to you 
Lifewater had another banner year. But instead of sharing statistics about water wells 
and people served  
today, I wanted to share something you made happen that’s more eternal. Friends, 
meet Wangubo:  
 Growing up as a preacher's kid under some strict teachings, Wangubo and his 
friends would travel from home to home preaching about God’s punishment and mock-
ing other faiths to convince his neighbors to become followers of Jesus. 
 “We preached hate instead of love,” he said. 
 Through your support, we (Lifewater Ministries) 
have been working in Busakira village teaching 
healthy habits and constructing appropriate technol-
ogy for safe water access. This work opened the 
door to introduce our church planting partner to 
Busakira. Wangubo attended a training so he could 
see for himself how this “style of evangelizing,” as 
he calls it, would not work. 
 What he found instead was a place of ac-
ceptance. He found motivated people looking to 
teach others about the love of Christ, not the fear of hell. 
 “These teachings helped reorient us to the true gospel of Christ and the result is 
tenfold growth,” Wangubo said. 
 His small church grew from 30 members to 300, and the community became con-
sumed with seeking to do good for one another. 
 “This growth has enabled us to have a better appreciation of the needs in our com-
munities,” he said. “We now seek to address many of their needs through preaching 
and coming up with income-generating initiatives.” 
 The reality of this situation is that you at Steele Memorial Church helped facilitate 
this life change! Without your sponsorship, these teachings and opportunities are not 
afforded to the communities.  
 Thank you for investing into the eternal! 

 
Dorothy Mae Abbott 

Jan. 29, 1945 to Jan. 6, 2020 
 
 
 

 

BAPTISM:  
 
We were pleased to celebrate the expression of faith in Jesus 
Christ with Larry Thaxton who was baptized at Church on January 
19, 2020! Congratulations Larry and wife Debbie, and welcome into 
the family of God! 

 

 



Youth News 

     2020 is going to be an amazing year 
for the SOS Youth Group!  We have 
been busy with mission work by collect-
ing food for the Cabell Midland High 
School Food Pantry/Cabell County CTC 
to help local families in need. We also 
collected soup for SOUPer Bowl Sunday 
to help ECCHO make a touchdown!  
     I want to give a shout out to those 
who made donations so that we could 
purchase customizable journaling bibles 
for our youth.  They are having a great 
time decorating their bible covers.  
     We had a SOUPer Bowl party on 
January 29th that was so much 
fun!  These kiddos sure can eat a lot of 
hot dogs, and the party wouldn't have 
been complete without Maridel Witten's 
homemade cookies.  
     Our lesson was from Philippians 3:12
---"Not that I have already obtained this 
or am already perfect, but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus 
has made me his own." We learned that 
we don't have to be the MVP. We just 
need to play the position Christ gives 
us.  Everyone makes mistakes on the 
field, but God gives us the "grace" to 
make mistakes, while not losing sight of 
the goal. It is exciting to see several new 
faces who have joined our SOS Youth 
Team!  I can't wait to see what God has 
planned for this awesome group of 
teens.           ~Ms. Becky  
      

     All Stars 4-Jesus have been warming 
up the season with winter crafts such as 
snowmen, snowflakes, hearts, and 
bears. 
     Special thanks to Patty Collins, Betty 
Miller, and Georgeann Holbrook for their  
assistance and contributions with craft 
night.  
     Our “Souper” Duper Mission Project 
“canned” the competition.  All Stars 4-
Jesus collected three hundred fifty-nine 
cans of soup! 
     We’re on the track with Ruth, the Loy-
al Tracker, learning that love and loyalty 
go hand in hand.  We’ve learned that the 
most loyal and loving friend is Jesus. 
     Up next is Hannah, the Persistent 
Tracker.  We will learn how Hannah per-
sisted in prayer and surrendered to the 
will of God.   
     The All Stars 4-Jesus Valentine Par-
ty is scheduled for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 12th.  

Youth Super Bowl Party 

 

All Stars 4-Jesus! I Love… 
 Luke Fetty 
 “I love the beach, chocolate Ice 
 cream, and God.” 

 Cruze Smith 
 “I love bungee jumping and my  Im
 mediate family. I love Teriyaki 
 chicken.” 

 Kennedy Wagoner 
 “I love 5 and Below (a clothing 
 store) and Starbucks.” 

 William Wagoner  
 “I love God.” 

 Tinley Ripley 
 “I love God, Jesus, and my family.” 

 Caydance Snell 
 “I love my family and my Papaw 
 John.” 

 Taylor Patton 
 “I love my family and    
 softball.” 

 Elliot Hockenberry 
 “I love softball, my family   

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  
 
     We are glad to announce 
that Mrs. Becky Damron is 
staying on in the ministry posi-
tion as Youth Minister. Becky 
has been serving the Church 
since summer, when she of-
fered to carry on the ministry 
for those who were present!  



Bullied Child Taken on Shopping Spree  
  
     When Randy Smalls found out his daughter was partici-
pating in the bullying of another girl at her middle school, he 
took swift action. But rather than simply disciplining his 
daughter with a typical punitive action, he took a different 
approach. 
 Ryan Reese, the target of the bullying, had been strug-
gling with the loss of several family members. When Smalls’ 
wife, who was friends with Ryan’s mother, found out about 
Ryan’s struggles at school, they devised a plan. 
 Using the money that he initially intended to spend on his 
daughter, Smalls took Ryan out on a shopping spree, and 
had his daughter come along to help pick out her clothes. 
Then after dropping his daughter off at church, Smalls took 
Ryan to a beauty salon for a makeover. He even convinced 
several other salons to donate their services so that Ryan 
could be styled twice-a-month for several months. 
 Ryan’s mother, Richaun, was grateful to see a smile on 
her daughter’s face. “This is the first time I’ve seen a parent 
take such a stance on bullying.” Smalls took such drastic ac-
tion because he remembers being bullied himself as a youth. 
“I say, ‘When you laugh along, you’re co-signing the bully-
ing.’” 
 Potential Preaching Angles: God has a heart for the out-
cast and rejected, and has judgment in store for those who 
marginalize others instead of loving the marginalized. 

Source: Elise Sole, “Father treats child bullied by his 
own teen daughter, to shopping spree,” Yahoo Life-
style (10-26-19) 

 

Suicide Attempts by Adolescents and  
Young Adults Skyrocketing  

  
     The number of adolescents and young adults trying to 
take their lives with poison more than doubled in the U.S. 
from 2010 to 2018. This alarming trend signals the need for 
more resources to support at-risk youth, according to authors 
of a study published in The Journal of Pediatrics. 
 Largely driven by girls, jumps were most significant 
among children ages 10 to 12 and 13 to 15. Data indicates  
that children in both age groups had experienced a decline in 
suicide-by-poisoning attempts from 2000 to 2010, but the 
numbers skyrocketed from 2011 to 2018, jumping almost 
300% among 10-to-12-year-olds and by about 125% among 
13-to-15-year-olds. 
 Overall, from January 2000 to November 2018, the study 
found more than 1.6 million suspected suicide-by-poisoning 
attempts among young people ages 10 to 24, based on re-
ports to regional U.S. Poison Control Centers. Among them, 
71% were female. 
 Henry Spiller, the study’s lead author, said “Something is 
dramatically different, and it’s not good. Something’s going 
on with these kids, and we want to get a handle on it. We 
don’t want to frighten parents, but we want them to be aware 
… because it’s getting worse.” 
 John Ackerman, at the Center for Suicide Prevention and 
Research at Nationwide Children’s said, “Nonstop exposure 
to social media could be causing hopelessness by reducing 
the ability to handle stress, limiting creative activities and face
-to-face communication and increasing feelings of discon-
nectedness.” 

Source: JoAnne Viviano, “Suicide Attempts by Poi-
soning Skyrocket among Youths Ages 10-15, Study 
Finds” The Columbus Dispatch (5-1-19) 

 

SUPER SOUPER-BOWL Sunday! 
 Many of you heard the story of our collection of soup cans for the 
ECCHO Food Pantry on Super Bowl Sunday! If you missed it, we 
received over 500 cans of soup, 375 from the All Stars 4 Jesus, the 
children of our Church who meet every Wednesday evening for their 
disciple-groups! 
 Let me tell you about one from that group, Alex Mast. Alex’s birth-
day was January 29th  and he decided to ask for cans of soup for his 
birthday. He wanted to help collect food for the families who were in 
need, so he asked for 100 cans of soup! His grandfather, Jeff Mast, 
Sr.  in Ohio works at the Campbell’s Soup factory in Napoleon and he 
came through with 100 cans for Alex to share with others! What a 
heart-warming story, Alex! God bless you!  

 



2020 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

BCCL COMMITTEE 
   The Building Church 
and Community Life Com-
mittee met on  Sunday, 
January 26th  to plan  ac-
tivities for the new year.  
Movie night,  Pentecost 
Dinner and  the Annual 
Ice Cream Social/Dessert 
Auction are a few activi-
ties discussed. 
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FROM THE MISSION TEAM 

    
 
     The Mission Team would like to 
recognize the Sanctity of Human 
Life by helping make others aware 
of several agencies we support; 
 

• Burlington United Methodist 
Family Services was founded in 
1913 by Dr. F.L. Baker, a phy-
sician, postmaster and Justice 
of the Peace. The original 
house met the needs of chil-
dren living in poor houses and 
nearby farms and later became 
an orphanage known as the 
United Methodist Children’s 
Home. The agency has grown 
to be a multi-service agency 
that serves WV and MD. They 
became nationally accredited in 
1991 by EAGLE (Educational 

Assessment Guidelines Leading 
toward Excellence) and is one of 
the largest and most diverse  
multi-service agencies in the 
state of WV. Their services are 
too numerous to list, but may be 
viewed on their website. They 
serve infants, children, youth and 
families. Their Christian mission 
is…changing lives by preventing 
harm and providing hope and 
healing to hurting children and 
families.  

 

• A New Beginning - Pregnancy 
Resource Center - Their mission 
is to share and show the love of 
Christ by providing education 
and counseling services to fami-
lies during and after the birth of 
the baby. Earn while you learn 
classes are offered to help with 
parenting and “baby bucks” are 
given out to spend in the Mommy 
and Me thrift store. Abortion vul-
nerable women are counseled 
and assisted with adoption at no 
cost.  

 

     We hope everyone is staying warm 

through these cold winter months! This 

month's Bible story is David & Goliath, 

our Bible verse is "Psalms 23:1 The Lord 

is my shepherd. I have everything I 

need." , and our mission project is col-

lecting pet supplies for local animal res-

cues.  
    The Bees will celebrate Valentines 

Day with a party and exchange Valen-

tines with our friends. During our party 

we all get to run a giant obstacle course 

that is set up in the gym. It's so much 

fun and helps us work on our coordina-

tion, gross motor skills and spatial rela-

tion skills. During this month our older 

classes celebrate the 100th Day of 

School with many special counting activ-

ities and we have school pictures taken.  
     *Reminder: community registration 

is next month! All new families must 

meet with the director prior to registra-

tion. If anyone is interested in a meeting 

contact Mary Howerton at 304-638-

2611 or email her through the website: 

http://www.busybeeswv.com./     
     Thank you for your continued pray-

ers.  We love our Steele Memorial fami-

ly!          -Mary Howerton 
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FEBRUARY 

2020 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY     MONDAY            TUESDAY     WEDNESDAY       SATURDAY 

       8:45 AM Worship        6:00 PM Cub Scouts            6:00 PM     5:30 PM All-Stars                  8:00 Men’s Bible Study 
        9:40 AM Sunday School       7:00 PM Boy Scouts           Celebrate Recovery 6:00 PM Youth                         

       10:45 AM Worship                  6:30 PM Pastor’s Study 

       6:00 PM Ladies Bible Study               7:15 Choir Practice        

       6:30 PM Evening Worship     

               REFIT® M-W-F 9:30 AM 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

              

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

           
5PM Safety Team 
Meeting 
  
6PM 
Pinewood Derby 
  

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Scout Sunday 
 
9AM Pancake Break-

fast 
  

 

 

6:30PM 

Worship Committee 

Meeting 

     
1PM Lydia Circle 
  
5PM District Lead 

Team Mtg 

   
 
6:30 PM 
Singles& More 
Dinner 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 
Noon-Spiritual For-
mation Team Meet-

ing 
  

Office Closed 
  
7PM Trustees Meet-

ing 

  
7:00 PM  
SPPR Meeting 

  
6:30 PM 
Engage Team Mtg. 

 
6:30PM  
Esther/Ruth 
Finance Meeting 
  

    

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

   

 

6:30 PM 

Administrative 

Council Mtg. 

    
 
6:30 PM 
Ash Wednesday 

Service 

 
 
District Event:   

“Church Security” 

    



 
And you must love the Lord your God  

with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 
Deuternonomy 6:5 [NLT] 
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SOS Youth Group 

Valentine’s Dinner 
February 12, 2020 

6:00 PM 


