
 

 

The MESSENGER 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP   
     Christmas Eve is right around the corner, the most popular worship 
throughout the year!  
     Because the COVID-crisis is worsening in our communities, we 
are not gathering for worship in our building, but we are planning a 
worship experience for you and your family by way of computer, 
smart phones, or connecting through an ordinary phone call.  
     Our worship will include at-home communion with Pastor Kevin 
consecrating the communion elements in advance, hoping to distribute 
these to your homes, as well as our traditional candle-light closing 
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     Will you commit to giving 
another person a chance at 
more life?   These days, it’s 
easy to feel helpless.  But with 
one simple act, you can help 
save lives.  Despite all of the 
uncertainty right now, one 
thing is for sure:  blood donors 
are always needed.  Nation-
wide, someone needs a unit of 
blood every two to three sec-
onds and most of us will need 
blood in our lifetime.  So let’s 
band together and take care of 
our community and others by 
scheduling a blood donation.  
Show off your compassion and 
connect with others who share 
your giving spirit. 
 
WHERE: Steele Memorial     
     UMC, Gymnasium  
   DATE:  December 4, 2020  
    TIME: 1:00 to 6:00 PM 
 
     Short on time??  Visit Red-
CrossBlood.org and schedule 
your appointment. The Red 
Cross follows the highest 
standards of safety and infec-
tion control.  In accordance 
with CDC guidelines, all do-
nors are required to wear a face 
covering or mask.    

      
DEVOTIONS 

     The United Methodist Church offers 
several weekly devotional readings leading 
up to Christmas, a weekly reading for the 
four Sundays of Advent. In Advent, we 
prepare to remember the reason for the 
season, turn to the Church website, 
www.steelememorial.com, for a variety of 
tools or devotion you can use yourself or 
with your family. 

December 2020 

RED CROSS  
BLOOD DRIVE 

 A REMINDER... 
Make time to tune in for worship and prayer, for music and a message 
from God’s Word.  
A definite time . . . a scheduled appointment, a date on your calendar. 

Facebook Live Stream 6:30 p.m. 

http://www.steelememorial.com


 

 

       
 
 
 
 

     – It crept up on me.  
     No, not Advent. Or Christmas.  
     Depression.  
     Strange that it should creep up on me; I read a lot 
about depression. I’ve studied it as a layperson for years. 
It took me awhile, but I saw it in people I loved. And 
then, as a pastor, I wanted to offer help to friends in 
Church who struggled with depression. I thought I had a 
pretty good understanding of it. I saw how depression 
creeps into a life after a series of tragic events. I under-
stand how depression would strangle its victims from 
one overwhelming episode that threw your world into a 
tailspin. I learned, too, that depression could be the un-
welcome experience through your gene-pool, a heredi-
tary gloom that seized 
control uninvited. And 
from a clinical perspec-
tive, I became familiar 
with the science of the 
brain that disrupted 
patterns involving the 
finely-tuned chemistry 
within itself. 
     Sadly, I used to 
look down on others 
who were depressed, 
thinking that they were 
weak. Forgive me for 
that. Now I know bet-
ter.  
     Moody. Melancholy. Downcast. Blue.  
     There are many words we use to describe it. Depres-
sion isn’t anything new. The great and the not-so-great 
have struggled with extended sadness throughout history.  
     I was reminded that my favorite Advent song express-
es this very same kind of heavy heart. We sing the song 
each year – as a longing to encounter the powerful grace 
and love of our heavenly Father! [In the United Method-
ist Church, we prepare for the celebration of our Savior’s 
birth with four weeks of anticipation! The four weeks of 
Advent prepare the Church and its people to properly put 
the magnificent miracle of God’s human-encounter with 
mankind into our lives in a unique way!] 
     The tradition in our High School choir was to begin 
the Christmas concert with a very moving presentation of 
the hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel!”  And if you 
pay attention to the mood and words to that song, you 
hear the agonizing expression of longing.  

     O come! O come...! Ransom me! Save me!  
     There is the need for hope in the discouragement; for 
light in darkness. A cry for life ...while we acknowledge 
our dying.  

   O come, O come, Emmanuel                  
     And ransom captive Israel 

    That mourns in lonely exile here 

    Until the Son of God appear. 
 
     It is only the Messiah that can save us! Only the power 
of the most high God can make us new again! In fact, the 
name Emmanuel means “God with us!”  
     In time, we too, will find courage rising up as we dare to 
reflect the refrain of that powerful song:    
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
       
     For those of ancient Israel, the Savior was expected. For 
us, the promised arrival is fulfilled! So in the midst of the 

emptiness or joyless 
season which you have 
endured through this 
Covid pandemic, know 
this: 1) Any despair or 
lingering sadness is not 
your fault. With that 
said, let us learn to 
manage it in a healthy 
way. Don’t be afraid to 
talk about it. Find a 
friend who will listen 
and love you regard-
less what is happening. 
Talk to your Doctor or 
schedule time to see a 

counselor. Let’s move beyond the stigma of counseling to 
value what these professionals can offer.  
     2) Trust in God. The One who created you and me has 
come to encourage us and influence us with the presence of 
grace and love not found anywhere among the flesh! Jesus 
said, “Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. 
But take heart, because I have overcome the world!” (John 
16:33) And the One who overcame the world – wants to 
reside in you!  
     Is there room in your heart for Jesus to reign as Lord 
and King? Through prayer, you invite Him in, confessing 
your need and your sin. And with this prayer, this becomes 
the most lovely of Christmas celebrations ever – receiving 
the gift of Christ and His life, God’s intended gift for eve-
ryone!   
     If you are wrestling with a lingering mood disorder, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out and contact me. 

[304.638.4840]                            —Pastor Kevin Lantz  
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-Pastor’s page continued 

Are Christmas Carols too Simplistic 
for Today’s Troubles? 
     Russell Moore shares a story of dropping into a lo-
cal bookstore and overhearing a man talk about why he 
hated Christmas music. Moore wrote: 
     This guy started by lampooning one pop singer’s 
Christmas album, and I found myself smiling in agree-
ment on how awful it is. But then he went on to say 
that he hated Christmas music across the board. That’s 
when I started to feel as though I might be in the pres-
ence of the Grinch. But then this man explained why 
he found the music so bad … It was boring. 
“Christmas is boring because there’s no narrative ten-
sion,” he said. “It’s like reading a book with no con-
flict.” 
     No conflict. Every good story has conflict! 
     Moore noted that the man’s anti-Christmas music 
monologue occurred right after one of America’s most 
gut-wrenching shooting incidents. He continued: 
     For him, the tranquil lyrics of our current Christmas 
songs couldn’t encompass such terror. I think he has a 
point … The first Christmas carol, after all, was a war 
hymn. Mary of Nazareth sings of God’s defeat of His 
enemies, about how, in Christ … He “has brought 
down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those 
of humble estate,” (Luke 1:52). There are some villains 
in mind there.  

     Simeon’s song, likewise, speaks of the “fall and 
rising of many in Israel,” and of a sword that would 
pierce the heart of Mary herself. Even the “light of the 
Gentiles” he speaks about is in the context of warfare 
… God’s light overcomes the darkness (John 1:5), and 
frees us from the grip of the devil, (2 Corinthians 4). 
     Our corporate worship often ignores this spiritual 
warfare … In a time when we seem to learn of a new 
tragedy every week, the unbearable lightness of Christ-
mas seems absurd to the watching world. But even in 
the best of times, we all know that we live in a groan-
ing universe, a world of divorce courts and cancer cells 
and concentration camps. Just as we sing with joy 
about the coming of the Promised One, we also ought 
to sing with groaning that He is not back yet, some-
times with groanings too deep for lyrics.  
     We actually have a rich, complicated, and often ap-
propriately dark collection of Christmas hymn stories. 
God came into the world that was violently opposed to 
Him! He came as light in the darkness. He came to 
bring life to those who are dying. He came to rescue 
souls that are embittered with selfishness so that His 
own Spirit might take up residence within us. We can 
sing of blessings flowing “far as the curse is found,” of 
the one who came to “free us all from Satan’s power.” 
Let’s sing that, every now and then, where we can be 
overheard!       
      Resource: Russell Moore, “The Problem With Our Holly, Jolly  
 Christmas Songs,” Russell Moore blog (11-29-16) 

 

NEVER THE SAME AGAIN 
      

     After the birth of Jesus, the shepherds returned to the 
same old world from whence they came.  Yet, there must 
have been a new excitement in that familiar world. Life 
must have taken on a new meaning, for no one is ever the 
same again after being in the presence of the Lord. 



 

 

 

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS 
 

Willard Feese  
                           By:  Roxie Feese 
Edna Brown 
         By:  Roxie Feese 
 
Pete & Grace Luster, Leslie & Virginia Call 
                                                        By:  Roger & Delora Call 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Ratcliff 
         By:  Kay & Bob Ratcliff 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James O’Brien 
         By:  Kay & Bob Ratcliff 
 
My parents, Jim & Raye Tennant 
                    By: Malinda Ross 
 
All my loved ones who have passed. 
                                                                       By:  Keith Ross 
 
Our parents, Don & Helen Lantz, Patricia Ewing 
                                                         By:  Kevin & Kim Lantz 
 
John & Olive Perkins, John & Julia Ann Brooks, John 
Brooks, Jr., Harold Perkins, Robbie & Evelyn Rae Odell 
                                                     By:  Jack & Claren Perkins 
 
Matthew Perkins                        
           By:  Jack, Claren, Brad, 
  Lori, Julie, Elizabeth, Lynn and John David 
 
Susan Call  
                                                         By:  John Call & Family 
Leslie & Virginia Call 
         By:  John Call & Family 
Earl Altizer                                      
                                                         By:  John Call & Family 
Leonard Baumgardner                  
         By:  John Call & Family 
 
Minnis & Gladys Yeager, Bill & Mary Turman 
     By:  Paul & Karen Turman 
 
Edgar & Mitz Johnson, Bun & Blanche Cornwell 
                                                   By:  Pat & Brenda Cornwell 
 
Tom Cornwell, Delano Johnson, Wilma Odell,  
Donna Thabet, Sherry Boring 
                                                    By; Pat & Brenda Cornwell 
 
 

 
John Burris 
                                  By:  Bob, Becky & Maggie Chenoweth 
 
 
Jim & Wilda Chenoweth 
                                  By:  Bob, Becky & Maggie Chenoweth 
 
William P. Howard 
                                                    By:  Sarah & Mary Howard 
 
Kathy H. Howard 
                                                    By:  Sarah & Mary Howard 
 
 
The Powell Family 
                                                    By:  Sarah & Mary Howard 
 

HONORARY POINSETTIAS 
 
Maggie Chenoweth 
                                                                     By: Mom & Dad 
 
Jim & Sandy Boggess’ 50th Wedding Anniversary, 
 December 20th.  
                                                                    By:  Roxie Feese 
Jean Mays  
                                                     By:  Paul & Karen Turman 
 
Joan Gross                                  By:  Paul & Karen Turman 
 
Our Children , Paul & Lorri Turman, Tom & Patty 
Turman, Teresa & Rob Blake 
                                                    By:  Paul & Karen Turman 
 
Our Grandchildren, Megan & Nick,  Bryan, Laura, Lee, 
Will & Olivia 
                                                     By:  Paul & Karen Turman 
 
Pat & Brenda Cornwell 
                                     By:  Randy, Lisa, Madison & Carson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

     You are invited to send a "Christmas Card" to others in 
church by texting a picture of your decorations, outdoor 
lights, or any significant or sentimental ornament or other 
home decoration to the Church.  
     Please let us know who sent the "greeting" – be it an indi-
vidual, a couple, or a family together. (List all the children's 
names please!) We will attach the name to the picture and 
take time to show these on our live-stream during the four weeks leading up to 
Christmas!  
 Directions:  It’s so simple! Take a picture and send it! 
 
1. Don't be afraid to get up close, a "tight" picture of your image or object. 

We don't need a lot of empty space around the focal point of the picture.  
2. An option: Include your children or family in the picture as well.  
3. Feel free to wear your best (or ugly) Christmas sweater!  
4. Send your picture to our by email: church@steelememorial.com  OR  
5. Send your picture as a text to Pastor Kevin, 304.638.4840  
6. Our worship program will allow us to add text or a Christmas greeting as 

you tell us what you want to say.  
7. Get ready to do this now! It's a simple opportunity for us to "see" one an-

other in an otherwise dreary and isolated time. 

Phone Live  
Streaming 

     Do you know someone with-
out a Facebook account or Internet 
Access? 

     You can LISTEN to Steele 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church’s Sunday worship service 
LIVE from your landline or cell 
phone! 

      Every Sunday around 10:00 
AM you will get a phone call.  All 
you have to do is listen, then hang 
up at the end of the service. 

      If you would like some help 
setting up your Phone Live 
Streaming  experience,  contact 
Lisa at the church office  
304.736.4583 

EXPRESS YOUR CHRISTMAS  
GREETINGS!  
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AMAZON SHOPPING       
     Many of you may do Christmas shopping online.  
Did you know that if you use the Church’s AmazonSmile 
account, we receive a percentage donation back to the 
Church? Log into www.smile.amazon.com, create an ac-
count, select Steele Memorial United Methodist Church as 
your chosen charity and shop! You must use 
www.smile.amazon, not Amazon.com for the church to 
receive funds. You can still take advantage of your Prime 
Membership through the Smile program. 

A REMINDER...  
    Visit our live-stream or revisit a 
recording on our FaceBook Page 
or Home website, 
www.steelememorial.com each 
week! 

 
1. 

 Call :  
304.215.1677 

 
2. 

Listen to  
Greeting, 

    then press 1.  

www.steelememorial.com 

Photo contributed by Rosie Wooddell  

mailto:church@steelememorial.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.steelememorial.com/


 

 

APPRECIATION TO THOSE WHO SERVE in Ministry 
 
     We want to express deep appreciation to some of our leaders who have served the Lord and His church so 
well, those who are stepping down at the end of the month following several years of faithful serving: 
 
•Janet Foss – As chairperson of the Christian Education Team, Janet has served the Lord and His Church faith-

fully by coordinating a great deal of ministry assignments, scheduling our Nursery Aids who stay with 
your children through the Sunday worship time, as well as scheduling team leaders who disciple our 
Children in Children’s Worship. We have been blessed by her commitment to lead and organize in so 
many ways! Thank-you, Janet! 

•Ron Foss – Ron took on the role to set up communication tools in the Church, including the new direction we 
took to offer on-line discipleship studies throughout the Church. We found many challenges, and Ron 
was gracious to find workable solutions and equipment that created a communications network within 
the building. Thank-you, Ron!  

•Jack Perkins – Jack nurtured a vision to reach the community beyond the church-building as Team Leader of 
the ENGAGE Ministry. The Team was active, creating new ways to meet the un-churched with the hope 
of engaging new people with seeds of the “good news” we find in Jesus Christ! Jack’s tireless passion 
was a driving force for great ministry opportunities and new friendships!  

•Cathy Conard – Cathy has served as chairperson of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, a group that is re-
sponsible for the connection between the Church and its staff. Throughout her tenure, the committee was 
busy filling ministry positions, a time consuming responsibility, and Cathy gave great energy to her 
team! We appreciate the many ways she expressed support to those in position of service. Thank you, 
Cathy! 

•Todd Lester – Todd took on a new role within the Church that helped set up security for our friends and mem-
bers taking part in worship and other activities at Church. Because of Todd’s previous experience in the 
military, his time and efforts put us in a very comfortable position as he identified training and new 
equipment that serves the Church well! Thank-you, Todd!  

•Russ Witten – Last year, Russ stepped down from managing our sound equipment for Sunday worship, a role to 
which he attended faithfully for years! Like many around who serve the Church, his work was often un-

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 1 
Megan Anuszkiewicz 

 
December 3 

Mary Beth Foss 
Jim Pickett 

Kay Ratcliff 
 

December 6 
Kim Lantz 

 
December 8 

Sarah Canady 
Mike McClung, Jr. 

 
December 13 

Delores Donahoe 
Kevin Lantz 
Betty Miller 

Joyce Stull 
837 N Oleander Avenue, 

Daytona Beach, FL 32118  
 

December 14 
Chris Jarvis 

 
December 15 

Alexandria Hedrick 
Elijah Smith 

 
December 18 
Penny Saylor 

 
December 19 

Eric Fetty 
 

December 21 
Marvin Staton 
Kenzie Fannin 

 
December 25 
Terry Wooten 

 
December 27 
Ryan Coburn 

 
December 28 

Zenaida Prichard 
 

December 30 
Carson Blower 

Irma Shy 
 

DECEMBER 7 
Kevin & Cindy Ballengee 

 
DECEMBER 10  

Jack & Jenny Black 
Larry & Julia Dickens 

 
DECEMBER 17 
Jim & Amy Reiter 

 
DECEMBER 18 

Jack & Charlotte Crandall 
Harvey & Peggy Morrison 

 
DECEMBER 19 

Russ & Maridel Witten 
 

DECEMBER 20 
Jack & Sue Nichols 

Aaron & Ashlee Gallion 
 
 

 

 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 4 
1:00 p.m. 

Blood Drive 

5 

6 
10:00 a.m. 

Live Stream  

7     8 
 

9 
 

10      6:30 p.m. 

   Finance Com. Mtg. 
(Zoom) 

11 12 

13 
10:00 a.m. 

Live Stream 
Worship 

14     15 
 

16 
 

17 

 

18 19 

20 
10:00 a.m. 

Live Stream 
Worship 

21 22 
 

23 24    6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 
Live Steam 

25 26 

27 
10:00 a.m. 

Live Stream  
Worship 

28 29 30 31   

December 2020 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=c%2Fo%20Ray%20Stephens%2C%20837%20N%20Oleander%20Avenue%2C%20Daytona%20Beach%2C%20FL%2032118%2C%20US&hl=en&authuser=0
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=c%2Fo%20Ray%20Stephens%2C%20837%20N%20Oleander%20Avenue%2C%20Daytona%20Beach%2C%20FL%2032118%2C%20US&hl=en&authuser=0


 

 

Steele Memorial 
United Methodist Church 
733 Shaw Street 
Barboursville, WV  25504 
www.steelememorial.com 
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What’s so amazing about Christmas? 
     Consider this: God loved the world so much that he 
came visiting. God slipped into the world as a helpless 
baby, without fanfare or heraldry. 
     Think of it: The baby, born of humble parents, the 
man a carpenter, the woman still in her teens, scholars 
say, Jesus was born in a backwater town called Bethle-
hem, in a stable reeking with animal smells. 
     It took years before people fully comprehended 
God’s self-revelation.  Even John the Baptist, sitting in 
Herod’s prison, sent a message to Jesus asking, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for anoth-
er?”  (Matthew 11:3, NRSV). Jesus then explained that 
he was working miracles and bringing good news to the 
poor.   
     That became even more clear when Peter concluded 
that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:16, NRSV). 
     What’s amazing about Christmas is that it began in a 
manger. And today more than 2 billion people around 
the world celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

Facebook Live Stream 6:30 p.m. 

Merry Christmas! 


