
Our new Pastor, Kevin Lantz, was asked to fill in more 
details about his background so that we might get to 
know  him  better.    Here’s  what  he  shared  about  some  of  
his interests:  

He has been a thirty year member of the 
American Association of Christian Counselors, 
benefitting from the resources and curriculum available 
to pastors and counselors in a broad range of areas. 

Kevin had the opportunity to take part in a 
mission trip to Old Mutare, Zimbabwe three years ago, 
visiting   the   Fairfield   Children’s   Home, an orphanage 
sponsored by the United Methodist Church that houses 
abandoned children who are alone due to the AIDS 
crisis on the continent. Adjacent to the orphanage is a 
hospital with missionary Doctor, Dr. Manyeza, who 
serves thousands each year! (Old Mutare is also the 
location of the United Methodist-supported Africa 
University.) 

Kevin   recently   received   the   “Distinguished  
Service   Award”   from   the   West   Central   Regional   Drug  
Court   “in   recognition   of   exemplary   dedication   and  
service”   as   a   member   of   the   Support Team in Wood 
County. The experience on the Drug Court placed him in 
regular contact with those released from jail in order to 
enter a recovery program, leaving him with a better 
appreciation for the dynamics and intense work of 
therapy necessary for recovery. 

In pastoral ministry, Pastor Kevin believes there 
are several tools on which the Church can focus to 
strengthen the community and the life of Christian 
believers: a) support the bonds of marriage and family 
life, and b) create discipling paths for new believers 
through small group ministries. 

More recently, our Pastor is interested in the 
“Celebrate   Recovery”   model   to   reach   those   who   are  
struggling to overcome the burden or the powers of 
addictions.  

He readily identifies some of the great ministry 
resources which are part of Steele Memorial United 
Methodist Church, praising the loving spirit among those 
in the Church, the dedicated leadership, the Church Pre-
School program, All-Stars for Jesus, a strong Youth 
Ministry, the Beth Moore studies, mission emphasis 
through   ECCHO,   the   value   of   the   Singles’   Group,   a  
strong Sunday school program, and the Gymnasium. In 
finishing,  he  said,  “What  a  great  place  to  be  connected  in  
ministry!”   

         Pastor Kevin 
        kiplantz@yahoo.com 
    Church:  304-736-4583 

DOES GOD PLAY HIDE-AND-SEEK? Sometimes we 
make religion really hard — and  it’s  not  meant  to  be  that  
way!  

We worry about what it will take to make God 
happy; how we can tip the scales in our favor — so that 
He will like us more? We can become exhausted with 
the idea of trying to do more in order to earn a place with 
Him. We become easily discouraged because we know 
that the things  we  think  and  the  things  we  do  don’t  
measure up!  

But God is not so distant that you have to build a 
bridge to Him! And God is not playing hide-and-seek!  

Our heavenly Father wants you to come to Him, 
and  He’s  done  everything  He  can  to  make  it  possible  for  
you to have a relationship with Him! Do we really think a 
loving  God  would  set  out  obstacles,  just  waiting  to  “catch  
us”  when  we  fail  or  falter?   

The Bible says: “God   did   not   send   the   Son  
into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that   the  world  might   be   saved   through  Him!” (John 
3:17)  

Our Father is in the saving-business!  He’s  in  the  
business of revealing His love and mercy and grace to 
us! And so the Father will do everything He can to teach 
us and counsel us to trust in Him, to believe in His grace 
and accept His kindness! He is the One who initiates a 
relationship with you, and He will do everything He can 
to draw you close so that you do not worry or fear 
condemnation or death. 

If we walk with devotion, honoring God with our 
choices and decisions, and maintain a life of confession 
and repentance — we can know that we are saved 
through faith in Jesus Christ!  

Jesus said, “I  came  that they may have life, 
and  have  it  abundantly!” (John 10:10)  

Let us rejoice in the abundant life offered to us 
through the gift to us, Jesus Christ!        Pastor Kevin 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer is almost over and we are preparing for a new 
Beth Moore Study.  We will be starting Sept. 8th at 7:00 
PM in the Pennington Class room upstairs.  We are 
doing "A WOMAN'S HEART GOD'S DWELLING 
PLACE".  You will be challenged to prepare your heart 
like the holy of hollies to become a home for His love 
and glory - a dwelling place for the Most High.    We 
hope you will consider getting involved in one of the 
studies if you have never done one and for those of you 
who have, we look forward to seeing you there.  Bring a 
friend; we have other churches that sometimes join us 
and Beth is certainly ecumenical.   The study books are 
$16.00 that can be bought when you come if you want.  I 
really just need an idea of how many, so if you are 
thinking about it please call the church office at 304-736-
4583 or me at 304-736-5108.  This is a 10 week 
study.  If you can't make all of the sessions, that's 
o.k.   You can pick up where you left off.  However, I do 
encourage you to make this 10 week commitment and I 
pray your life will be changed.   Hope to see you there. - 
Susan Call 
   



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

BUSY BEES:  Hi Steele Memorial Family! 
The bees are back! The Queen Bees will return to The 
Hive on August 24th prepare for the new year. Open 
House for students is August 27th, 9AM-1PM. The first 
day of school for students is August 31. All of our 
classes are full except The BeeFrienders. There are 
three spots available in this class, for students turning 5 
yrs. old before April 1, 2016. During September we will 
celebrate America with a parade around the church 
grounds; we will participate in the Fall Fest Parade; and 
we will celebrate dads with Doughnuts with Dads Day. 
Our Bible Story is Creation and our Bible Verse is 2 John 
1:6 "Walk in obedience to God's commands." Thanks for 
your continual support through prayer! Bee Blessed!  

 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS! There will 
be a "Blessing of the Backpacks" at Steele 
Memorial on Sunday, August 9 during the 

morning worship services.  We will ask children and 
youth to come forward with their backpacks as they 
receive God's blessing and commit themselves to study 
and learn in the school year ahead. As the students 
carry these backpacks, may they be reminded of the 
love and care of our congregation that surrounds them 
each school day. 

 
GIRLS OF FAITH:  What a great time of fellowship and 
fun we had at the Pottery Place on Sunday, July 26.  
Lots of laughter and planning!  This group is extremely 
artistic and talented!  We will meet again after school 
gets started. (Date and time TBA) The title of our next 
lesson is "Spiritual Manicure."  We are also hosting the 
Greater Barboursville Community Outreach dinner at 
Steele on Saturday, August 29 from 3:00 - 5:00.  This is 
a wonderful way for neighbors to help neighbors! Join us 
and let God's grace fill your cup!  Ms. Becky 

 

WHO IS READY FOR 
CAMP COURAGEOUS?  Let's get ready to listen to the 
sounds of the forest, the birds calling, and the streams 
bubbling.  Grab your Bible, your gear, and lace up those 
hiking boots.  Let's get going!  Steele Memorial is 
embarking on an extraordinary opportunity to guide our 
young people on the most important trail of their lives - 
the one leading to Jesus Christ.  All Stars for Jesus is 
ready to kick-off the year as school is getting ready to 
begin.  (Date TBA)  This awesome adventure is open to 
all children ages 4 years old - 5th grade.  Our hikers will 
learn that following Jesus leads to the good life - the 
genuine Christian life!  Join us at All Stars for Jesus as 

we get EQUIPPED to tell others about Jesus!   Camp 
Ranger Becky 
 
 
 
 
DOUGHNUT  HOLES   AND  GOD’S   LOVE:    Earlier this 
spring my good friend, Larry Dickens, who is very 
politically confused but does more good deeds for 
people than anyone else I know, called me to ask if I 
would help him load some furniture that his son, Tony, 
had purchased from Preacher John and his wife. Larry 
spends a large part of his waking hours helping me do 
projects that even I do not always understand why or 
how they get started, so I could not refuse his request. 

So, on a spring morning, we went to Preacher 
John’s   house   and   began   loading   the   furniture   onto   a  
trailer. About halfway through the loading process a very 
cute little girl came out of the house with some doughnut 
holes she was eating. She was obviously interested in 
what was going on outside as well as the doughnut 
holes she was clutching in her hands and stuffing into 
her mouth. Her grandfather, Preacher John, told her who 
I was as she was watching me load furniture and I was 
watching her eat doughnut holes.  

After a while, I asked this cute little girl what she 
was  eating  and  she   replied   “doughnut  holes.”  Watching  
the little girl as she ate her doughnut holes it was 
obvious that they were delicious and, at that moment, 
were very near and dear to her. However, in an effort to 
keep this conversation going and to allow Larry more 
time to load more furniture without my assistance, I 
asked the little girl a question to which I already knew 
the   answer,   “Are   the   doughnut   holes   good?”   She  
probably thought at that point that this old man is daft or 
he has never eaten a doughnut hole, but, politely, she 
replied,   “Yes,   they   are   very   good.”   Not   wanting   the  
conversation to end at that point, and trying to show my 
intellect  about  doughnut  holes,   I   asked  her,   “When   you  
eat doughnut holes, do you prefer chocolate milk or 
white   milk   with   them.”      She   replied   without   hesitation,  
neither,  they  are  good  without  anything  else.”   

At that point Larry, noticing that I had become a 
slacker in the furniture loading process, redirected my 
attention to a large dresser that needed lifted onto the 
trailer, so my mind and my work reluctantly drifted back 
to the task at hand. A few minutes later the little girl, who 
had gone back into the house, reappeared with a little 
box that had the remaining doughnut holes in it. She 
looked up at me with a smile on her face and said, 
“Mister,  here  are  some  doughnut  holes  for  you.”  I  smiled  
and thanked her profusely. She then ran back into the 
house and the rest of the furniture was loaded and on its 
way with Larry to Parkersburg.  

When I got home I put the doughnut holes on 
the kitchen counter top. At that moment the gift of the 
doughnut holes was so precious that I thought that 
maybe instead of eating them I should save them. I then 
allowed the logical side of my brain to overcome the 
emotional side and determined that I should eat them 
because that was what the little girl had wanted and I 
could save and cherish the memory of the gift.  



I later learned that the little girl had told her 
grandfather when she went back into the house with the 
doughnut holes she had not eaten that she thought she 
should share them with me, so she brought the rest of 
the doughnuts back out to me and gave them to me. I 
have thought much about this act of kindness since it 
happened.  A little girl sharing with a complete stranger, 
who needed a haircut and a shave, her doughnut holes 
that were so good they needed neither white nor 
chocolate milk to wash them down. 

The doughnut holes and the little girl made me 
think that God does work in mysterious ways and that 
doughnut  holes  may  be  a  little  like  God’s  love  for  us  – so 
good and perfect that we need nothing else to go 
with it.        Fred Delp 

 

UMW MISSION SUPPORT (for the summer) will be 
collecting school supplies for the Greater Barboursville 
Community Outreach Dinner, which will be held at our 
church in August.  Please bring backpacks, or any other 
type of school supplies, to the church (donation basket in 
the hall) or to the Fellowship SS Classroom. 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS:  If you would like to place flowers 
in the church on a Sunday, please call the church office 
at 304-736-4583.  The altar flowers are $35.00 and a 
center arrangement is $15.00. 
 

FLOWER  MINISTRY:    The  church  is  in  need  of  
bud  vases  for  the  flowers  that  are  delivered  each  week.    
If  you  have  any  extras,  please  bring  them  to  the  church  
office.  
 
UPPER   ROOMS:     We   have   an   abundance   of   Upper  
Rooms   left  each  quarter.      If   you  know  of  someone  who  
would   enjoy   and   receive   a   blessing   from   reading   one,  
please  feel  free  to  take  a  copy  to  them. 
 
THANK YOU:  The Sauvage family would like to thank 
everyone for their expressions of love shown to us.  Your 
gifts were so generous and deeply appreciated.  The 
retirement luncheon will be etched in our heart forever.  
We even ran out of places to sit and eat!  Thank you for 
the privilege of being able to live in a beautiful, new 
parsonage.  God bless each and every one of you! - 
Preacher John and Jan 

 
 

 
The GREATER BARBOURSVILLE COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH (GBCO) meets in the First United 
Methodist Church in Barboursville on the first Monday of 
each month at 7:30 PM.  A variety of churches provide a 
free monthly community meal which is hosted on the last 
Saturday of the month from 3 to 5 PM. The Girls of Faith 
of Steele Memorial will be hosting the August 

Community Outreach Dinner at our church on August 
29.  If you are interested in helping or making a 
contribution to this activity, please contact Becky 
Damron at 304-939-1682.  

TRI-STATE   CELEBRATION   with   Will   Graham   A  
community-wide   revival   is   coming   to   our   area   with  
opportunities  for  the  People  of  God  to  witness  and  share  
the  Good  News  of  God’s  love  and  grace  with  family  and  
friends!   November   6-8   are   the   dates   to   circle   on   the  
calendar  –  but  we  are  preparing  beforehand  with  training  
rooted  in  the  Christian  Life  and  Witness  Course  (CLWC)  
for   adults   and   FM419   for   youth.   These   are   the   best  
opportunities   you   have   to   become   equipped   for   a  
Celebration   as   well   as   a   lifetime   of   evangelism   and  
discipleship.   

Christian   Life   and   Witness   Course   –   CLWC  
will  reignite  your  faith  and  empower  you  to  live  a  life  that  
radiates  God’s   love.  Discover  the  victory  He  has  for  His  
children   and   equip   yourself   to   share   it   with   others  
through   this   dynamic   course.   You’ll   also   find   practical  
help   in   reaching   the   next   generation   for   Christ.   The  
course  is  taught  by  a  representative  of  the  Billy  Graham  
Evangelistic  Association. 
 M419   is   specifically   designed   for   youth,   but  
adults   are   welcome   to   attend.   Youth   from   across   the  
region   will   gather   for   three   sessions   of  music   and   life-
changing   training.  Get   down   to   the   basics   of   what   you  
believe,   find  power   to   live  what   you  say,  and   learn  how  
to  share  your  faith  with  others.  (Information  on  dates  and  
times  will  be  forthcoming.)   
 
TRI-STATE AREA CONCERT MINISTRY:  On October 
8, 2015, at 7:00 PM, the Tenth Avenue North and 
Sidewalk  Prophets  will  present  their  “All  the  Earth  is  Holy  
Ground  Tour”  at  the  Paramount  Arts  Center   in  Ashland,  
KY.  Tickets for this great concert opportunity are on sale 
at the Paramount box office, or by calling 606-324-0007, 
or online at paramountartscenter.com.  The ticket prices 
range from $12 - $42, with the high-end tickets including 
early entry Q & A with the artists!  You can call the 
Paramount Arts Center or visit their website for more 
details in the coming days. 
 

 
DINNER  RESERVATIONS  FOR  WEDNESDAY 

AUGUST  5,  2015   
6:00  PM 

Church-wide  Dinner 
 
Name:__________________________________ 
 
No.  of  Persons:  __________________________ 
 
Menu:    Meatloaf,  Mashed  potatoes,  Green  beans,  Rolls,  Ice  
cream  sundaes 
   
Reservations  must  be  in  by  August  3rd    in  the  AM. 
Place  reservation  form  in  the  offering  plate  or  call  304-736-
4583  
 



August 2015 

 
SUNDAY   MONDAY        TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY              THURSDAY                 FRIDAY            SATURDAY 

      1 
Barboursville Town 
Pageant NFH & 
Gym 

2 
Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 
 

3 
Sea Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 
 

4 5 
Youth 5:30 
-Church Fellowship 
Dinner & Bible Study 
6:00 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

6 
Youth to Reds Game 

7 8 

9 
Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group Cookout 
-Evening Worship 6:30 
 

10  
Sea Scouts 6:30 
-Nomination & 
Personnel Com. 
7:00 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 
 

11 12 
Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

13 
UMW Summer Picnic 
at K.  Turman’s  6:00 
-Troop 88 7 PM 

14 15 

16  
Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-All Stars Staff Meeting 
2:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 
 

17 
Sea Scouts 6:30 
-Christian Ed 7 PM 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 
 

18 19 
Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

20 21 22 

23 
Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 
 

24  
Sea Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 

25 26 
Youth 5:30 
-Bible Study 6:45 
-Choir Practice 7:45 

27 
Troop 88 7 PM 

28 29 
Community 
Outreach Dinner 
NFH & Gym 

30  
Early Worship 9 AM 
-Sunday School 9:45 
-Morning Worship 11:00 
-Youth Group 6:00 
-Evening Worship 6:30 
 

31  
Sea Scouts 6:30 
-Boy Scouts 7:30 

     



Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

 
        SUNDAY       MONDAY      TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY    FRIDAY           SATURDAY 
      1 Adam Nease 

 
2 Brent Kimball 3 Arvin Canady 

Evan Conard 
4 5 Brenda Morning 6 Suzanna 

Davenport 
7 
Seth & Amy Adkins 

8 Don Barbour 
Katie Damron 
Lillian Dick 

9 Bob Chenoweth 10  
J. K. & Ginger Fife 
 

11 Dylan Carter 12 13 Bill Dutton 
Claren Perkins 
Shannon & Nakia 
Carter 
 

14 15 

16 Paul Short 17 Brad Merritt 18 Jack Perkins 
Bob & Becky 
Chenoweth 
 

19  
Ron & Rosie 
Wooddell 

20 21 22 Kimberly Adkins 

23 Robin Triplett 24 Rosemary 
Chapman 
J. K. Fife 
Lorri Jones 
Andrea Kazee 
Laura Smith 
 

25 Johnna Adkins 
Casey McGhee 
Malinda Ross 
 

26 27 Ben Maynard 
Eldon & Sherry 
Paugh 

28 Allison Cole 
Caydance Snell 
Willie & Johnna 
Adkins 

29 Deloris Childers 

30 Raymond Blake 31 Fern Allred  
Joseph Browning 
Sherrie Childers 
Monica Jackson 
Denver & Karen 
Stevens 
 

     

 
Parking Lot Greeters 

 
8-2-15      Donnie Barbour Pat Cornwell  8-9-15      Gary Cox    Larry Dickens 

 
8-16-15    Kelly McGuffin Tony Ryder  8-23-15     Kim Stanley  Mike McClung 
 
8-30-15     Larry Dickens Kelly McGuffin 
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